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Copy of a Letter ft'om His lats Royal Highnets the DuJce of Shwcj. 

Having had the satisfaction of making the acquaintance of Rabbi Abraham Belais 
I have great pleasure in giving him these lines, and to state that I have held various conversa- 
tions at the Palace of Kensington with him, where we have discussed several passages in the 
Old Testament, from whom I recieved great information, and for which I feel greatly obliged. 

(Signed) AUGUSTUS FREDERICK. 

To Rabbi Abraham Belais. 

Copy of a Hehreiv Letter fi-om His late Royal Highness the Duke of Sicssex. 

(Signed) ' AUGUSTUS FREDERICK. 

Copy of a Letter from Her late Majesty the Dowager Queen Adelaide. 

Mr. W. Gillman begs to present his compliments to the Rabbi Abraham Belais, and is 
honored with the commands of Queen Adelaide to state, tliat her Majesty has great pleasure in 
complying with his request, and in adding her name to the list of Subscribera to his forthcoming 
Commentary on Ecclesiastes. 
Malboro' Hottse, 20M July, 1849. 



PBAYEB FOH THE SUBSCRIBERS AND FOR ALL THOSE WHO 

TAKE THIS MY WORK '■ APHROTH TEBEL." 
Lord, Crentor of the icorld, whose eyei are ifttlching over all tty 
creatnres, for Ihy gnodnesa and thy mercy ia from ever Bnto^ever ; thou who 
donleth kindly with those who are gowl and upright in their heart!, those 
who lava and Eiudy Ihy holy law in order to arrive at iti d«pUi. thoee vho 
medinte in the words of thy prophets and seers !□ order to comprehead 
Iheir truths. Lord, before thoc I proalrate royaelf in humble prayer, 
that thou mayest impart thy goudneas and pour out thy abundsot bless- 
ings no those who have subscrihed their narae to take this my work 
" Aphrolh Tebel," and upon every one who is villing (o take it ; for thoa 
knowest what trouble and pain I bad to publish it. But as I had neither 
■trenglh nor roenns. it is thy goodness which enabled me to publish it ; it 
was thj will, Ahnighly Father, for thou IiBbI created the world that thy 
law may be understood and established, and that thy prophets may End a 
hearing when they eibort the people to religion and morality, aa it is said, 
"Thussaith the Lord, were it not for my covenant d«y and night, I should 
not have set the oidioances of heaven and earth." Therefore, metcifol 
father, prolong their lives, vouchsafe to them Ihy bleistogB, grant them the 
joyi and glsdoees of thy countenance, and by thy blessing ghall bo pre- 
served the house of tby servant, Amen. 
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Song of Oraditmle in honoai of the Crown of our heads, the man well- 
beloTed, cf vbom gloTiona thii^ are ipokeii. diitinguiahed in piety 
and phUanthiop;. SIR MOSES MONTEPIORE. may the Lord keep 
and ptBietto bira. And in hononr of the piooB and kind LADY 
JUDITH MONTEFIORE. May the Lord prolong their Uvea, and 
gnut them health and h&ppineu till the time of the eomiog of Ihe 
Meaaiah, the Son of DaTid, Amen. 
Tbe light of m; eyas and of my salvation, the 'prince of peaoe, 

who obaerres the law of my delight, Moaes Montefiore. 

In thee, my benefactor, is my delight, thou art mj atrengtli and 

armoury, thou arl the portion ef my.lot, Moses Montefiore. 

Mighty in virtue, mighty in kindness, the defender of the oppressed, 

Moses Montefiore. 
The refuge of the oateast, the reliever of the distrcBsed ; the 

comforter of the mourners, Maaes MoQtefiore. 

The healer of the sick, the eyes of the blind, the advocate of the 

iarkoeent soffeien, Moses Moniefior«. 

Judith, the daughter of a priest, thoa assistcBt in administering 
;o the wanla of the poor and needy, a worthy helpmate of 

Moses MoDleGoce. 
The heah overflowing with kindness ; healing every breach an 
everbloeming rose of virtue at tbe aide of 

Moses Moniefiore. 
A levelj couple, morn and even laboniing tbi tbe poor ; working 

for tbe needy : both Judith and Moses Montefiore. 

Never wearied of relieving, never tiled of assisting'; everbolding 

out the band of (riendship Moses Montefiore. 

Fiom pole to pole aounda his name, even aa[o Zion has reached 

bis fame, tbe whole universe praises Moses MouleRore. 

Almighty '■ Thou wba dwellest in the high heavens, granl tbeii 

days may be prolonged — long live Moses Montefiore. 

Thou, keeper of my soul, hear my prayer, and may be acceptable 

UDlo Tbee my hnmble song on Moses Montefiore. 
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P E E F A C E. 

pRBTiouB to my writing down and committing to press the commentary on the Sacred Book wliicli 1 hereby intend to 
diascminate for the use of those who pant for the hving word of God, and to drink of its never -CL'asing sources of 
wisdom, knowledge, and mental cultivation, I have, with that profound respect due to our learned sages of old, consulted 
the authors of the Midratk and Agada, as well as the later commentators. I became fally aware of, and Intimately ac- 
quainted with, the different constructions put on the book of Eccleeiastea by those learned and erudite writers, in order 
to reconcile the apparent contradictions, with which this book of the sacred scriptures abounds more than any other. 

Our Sages of the Talmud have pointed out many of those contradictions, or rather the verses which appear 
diametrically opposed to each other, and in their great wisdom and judgment have reconciled them so clearly and 
distinctly, that they have pronounced the book of Ecclesiastes as one of the most profound and instructive — as one 
from beginning to cud heiDg_ replete with that suhhme wisdom which proceeds, and only can proceed from the 
Fountain of all Wisdom, and the Source of all Light. In the footsteps of the immortal Sages of ihe Oral Law, whom 
they considered as their guides to lead them with the " lamp to their feet, and light to their path," followed the first 
of Commentators "En (Rashi or Jarchi) of blessed memory, also the IJIIBD Rabbi Obadiah Sephorno, Aben Ezra, who 
excels in his eiteusive knowledge of grammar, aatronomical research, and power in the conciseness of his style ; and 
the great philosopher j'3-Vl Ilabbi Levi Ben Gershon, as well as Aben Jechiab, M"n' (3, who frequently combines the 
sentiments of Rashi and Ralbag into one construction, with great success. 

Well may the reader ask, if there are so many commeularies already on the Book of Ecclesiastes, and by such 
eminently learned men as just enumerated, do we require thy book, Rabbi Belais ? do you presume to surpass these 
great luminaries of the law ? Far be it from me to imagine so. I reply, I am fully mindful of the words of my great 
ancestor, whose name I bear, " I am hut dust and aahes." I have lived many long years to know how little man 
doe» know, and how presumptuous it would be for me to compare myself even to the least of those sages who have 
preceded me in time and learning. Yet with all the veneration for the commentators of old, with which my heart over- 
flows, and my mind is indelibly impressed, I maintain, that the Law of God, expounded in his sacred scriptures, is a 
field so wide and so extensive, and its fniit so abundant and numerous, that it is at once inexhaustible and indefinite ; 
it has neither end nor limit, as the Royal Psalraist, inspired with Divine knowledge, emphatically exclaims, " Of all 
purposes I have seen an end, but thij Laur is exceedingly wide. 

Every man, however limited his intellect, however narrow in mind, ia therefore permitted to penetrate into 
the sacred temple of holy Scriptare, and to comment and to explain thereon according to the true principles of our 
faith. !, therefore, returned to express my opinion and construction on the several difficult passages occurring in this 
Sacred Volume, and I trust to the God of light, that my iUustratious of many obscure and intricate passages may find 
favor in the sight of God and man. 

It i* not only the difficulties of the sacred book of Ecclesiastes which induced me to write this commentary, but 
its being written peculiarly arose from the charm which this portion of the bible possesses for my humble heart and 
oppressed spirit more than any other. The many vicissitudes wliich I have experienced through Ufe, the extreme 
changes, the wide contrast, the deep fall which my temporal happiness underwent, have so nearly and sorrowfully 
brought home to me the great truths, moral maxims, and conclusions, arrived at by the wise King Solomon, whose 
memorable life — the changes from royalty to beggary — from the greatest power, wealth and luxury, to the lowest ebb 
of misery and want — bad so strongly impressed his mind with the notAingnett of man and the vanity of all earthly and 
temporal riches and prosperity. No man, on earth, enjoyed more of the sweets of this world than King Solomon, 
and no man felt more that " all is vanity," than he did. How much ought we, therefore, to appreciate tlie instructions 
bequeathed to us by the wise king, aod how much ought we to study this book in which his experience and learning 
are so powerfully blendedl Should my commentary be the means of inducing people diligently to study and penetrate 
into the book which, with th« assistatice of God, I have commented on, my object will be accomplished, and 1 shall 
thank the Lord all the days of my life for this and other favors of loving-kindness which He has shewn to me, and 
which I will ever declare, as long as He grants me power to do so. May His name be blessed and exalted for ever and 
ever. Amen. ABRAHAM BELAIS. 
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nVnp nSD Sy cits ^an nisa tbd 
THE BUST OF THE WORLD ; A COMMENTAEY ON ECOLESIASTES. 



"The words of the Preacher, the son of David, King in Jeru- 
salem." Our Rabbinical Commentatora have called particular 
attention to thin paaaage. where Solomon, the author of this book, 

etylcd King in Jerusalem, whilst it appears from the 12th 
verse in this chapter, where he saya of himself " I, the preacher, 

a King over Israel in Jerusalem." that when he wrote or spoke 
the words contained in the book before ur, he was no more king 
over Israel in Jerusalem. Hence the Rabbinical traditioa (TaN 
mod Treatise, Giltin, folio GH) that Solomon was for a time 
dethroned and expelled from the Holy City by Sing Ashmedai, 
md that he waa reduced to great poverty and destitution ; but 
XBA ultimately restored to his kingdom and former grandeur. 
The Talmudical m*iug asserts, that lie wrote the book Ecelesiastes, 
during the time of his reverses, when experienee dearly bought 
had taught him the nutbingness of temporal wealth, and the 
vanity of earthly treasures and enjojmenle. This tradition is 
favored by the fact related in 1 Kings Chap, xi., that King Solo- 

n had at one time abandoned the faith of bis fathers, and dege- 

ated into idolatry and heathen profligacy, Nothing ia more 
natural than the sincere repentance consequent to the heavy 

lishment by which he was visit^id, the bitter remorse for his 

^conduct, by which he had provoked the wrath of God, and 
due appreciation of mental happiness and celestial bliss, in 
contrast wiib the transient pleasures and allaretnents of terres- 
trial wealth and honor. Indeed there is one sentiment pervading 
the whole of this remarkable book. A strong contempt of all 
I labour and toil for tJie fleeting treasures of this world, and a 
desire for atlaining more lasting happiness and prosperity than 
the eartb offers to man. 

The reflections of a master-mind like that of Solomou — of a man 
whom Scripture distinguishes as "the wisest of all men," and 
under such circnmslances as those related by the Talmiidical 
tradition ; burled from one of the highest thrones ever possessed 
by any Monarch, and driven to penury and beggary— the reflec- 
tioas of such a mind and under such circumstances, cannot fail 
o command a respect, and claim an authority which the book 
Ecelesiastes always has maintained, and ever will maintain. It 

Tue that one of the chief features in the character of a public 
preacher, to qualify him for that office, is purity of morals, so 
that as the Talmud forcibly remarks, if he exhorts one " to lake 
a splinter out of one's eye," no one can answer him, " first lake 



■httw nix nf niTli3 -hm nil 

: D^BnT3 ■]'?D -m p rhr^p "an -- ■" -« ■=■«? 

ni3 w-Dntv mun hzo aann idkd n'E'Ki Dsn^ jn'i' ]'\2:f\ i'3« 
nanon nw mi' nnn rhoty vnn v:i "i3i io»v iit?'?n 
•h•'•i«1^ Kin bn: mte n'n'ts'T''Si "oi nmini 'Cipa-iaTO Kin 
ne« inai '^a '3 mm ^j) n'B-nb intt mwa n^i3' j'ki ma lai'? 
laion m dr nnc anrwh n-sioi nanot? noa d'te' Kin 'a pitt 
n'3it)i wpa DnDjj -laiDE' onnun ^ao '?ni oani pnx 13'k 
Dn'ainbi 'cipa onntt op naib D-jai na -h b" "ie?bk t« oniK 
1DK nn n^B-no nvti'h Drh nnin'51 ntn D'?iyn I'jy on^ jnirh^ 
lEO'Eti iPipi iCTripnn iw -d 'a 'B"kp > t('a:n n'JDV '"p n"t?n 
avpb Vain icipi a-nxi oani pnv trnn:? nSnna idvb de'P ^n 
laiV Vaini lawn nSivn nto Dfca miDB-ai rT'Cn ntn-a nnntt 
o"innS hsvc 'D ;'Ki inio''sri ^^D^R nao Dn»ain'?i ipipa nncy 
n'aini 'npa msn nv lann dk iitsun b ia n-n* tn ta«i -pi:^ 
fvs ran OD"p bits yh hdik nnw ok ^td iit ^t p^aa iniK 
j'ao mip nnst Vio i^ noiKi inw t?"ao Rin |op jiv n?n'Di 
'cipa ^a^t^{? o^Kn nt^ la'cn*? Sain vfn ia c-tf ^nj iiy 'itb tj'v 
nii:-''Si'n nKTa na laVt? naion Tin nnS niKinV onnw n'aiDi 
iV B"i nVyani Dn*n '?nii ba oW'i oan dist} nt 'Kiia vniTO 
□Siyn ma onrna onausS D'csstn nn m'aina 'npa laiS na 
: 'nvjn o"pn oViy'? db'd: oi'pVi ^aK^ ntMnn 
Tiai K'ns- mioc iiaT nSn Su noiB-B n'Hn K'po "jua 'JNl 
nSnp •?» S"t D'cnBon '^i:i ''en iK'ant? no laSt: -Enpa 
HfTBon '"31 ntrD^KD'n'^t laTiiO'D'i'B'Kp niDiyi n'e-o Kim 
■nnpn noS n"'B'n'7 ntna idkb* oitro nicp v^ la'it? Vl '"En 
liEoa iDjf -\2i n'tpn niS nia n'"!?n oy laiV Dis '«a" I'kb' vii 
n'np n'VToa m'xd pi : Vi^ □'n'?K naTi iV iDKtf i3ct?oi wp 
lann fnuai 'nxin ii::ip2 n'T?n Kiac naa Vaa nam |iaa o^ 
•trip pB^a DnDD laiS Vnnn vo' qioa Sxity nx n-ain? Macai 
^os -iCK aman -iok kVi m npti -lai tb« D-nain n^ tdk 
ontw 1'^ lauc riD Sj) on'ainS 'cip iifvSa onov nant»(tbs nz'C 
"V n:n':i? n-cn min nitxrS m6?'n -pi" d=iV nnin5i -laioa 
oniatpabi rnya obuS lai'f 'la 'k*S DnD':33 n-nivo D"pSi 
: a-niy? 
nVnp 'lan -lONB' iSk n-yoriD naT njiab sia) ki3K nnV tn 
■n"n nSnp '3K tke? a" aina ly aman nro tb*? vji ' 

OK- aina n^nnof nK-ua no^B' naT nViac 'B"Jjk □Se'n'a i^ 
•n"n ^DKl vaK □(? ana »h 3"n ainaai 'n'Ti tdk t6^ vta 
a-y is-K 'n"n[p no 'n"n kV nnyi 'n"nt^ no 'n"n vnaT citdi 
D'oann ntan «)id3 o'piOB '36? a-s t?'! d'pidb a" iStJ Tyo'? 
*?» iVk 1'-i3t ipDi?i nminn inia^oa n'ntra ymh Ci'ioiy vnc 
iVki bid D-iB iraya I'lai on'? EH'a «■?! onoa nViyn 'r^y b 
ainan N13'X • '^^^ ^f^'" '^"^^ '^'^ 'i"^^' ''^'^^ o'loijin 
loxva nDTP oioK iSa -loon tiio ny i-ji n'?np <:» idkb' 'jb-h 
-iins'ai [n'otiiii'aJ"' D-jaS-rc'ca 'kidck ay I'r jjtkc npinK 
null imian ispina invn nya v^ layE' no j'ani nan □Scri'-' 



A COMMENTARY flN ECCLESIA3TE3. ( 

a beam out of thine eye." It is true that a public preacher 
mnst not be guilty of the same offences, witb which he re- 
proaches aod admonishes others, tievertheless if the preacher, like 
in the inataQce of King Solomon, tells the world openly and 
frankly that he himself had committed the same error, and in- 
dulged in the same propensities for which be now rebukes and 
exhorts them, and that experience and inveitigation had led him 
to see his misdeeds and detect his faulte, which he had aince rec- 
tified and mended, hie eihortation? create more effect and engage 
more attention than those of a man who never tasted the bitter 
cup of adversity, and whose piety and morality is merely theo- 
retical. The unaasuming tone and humility of language, which 
the Royal Preacher has adopted throughout this book, form an 
additional claim for the truisms in which it abounds. 

"Vanity of vanity eaith the preacher, vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity." The frequent repitition of the term vanity in this verse 
gives the sentence great emphasis, and at once discloses to us 
the conclusion at which the Royal Preacher had arrived after long 



m 1-iDD n'?nn3 t?"D3 rniSD DVpi n'"iyn nuTa yn\s\> lew 
Nin one t:ia in"ipn 'rjya inni znsh y^ picas nny t*3 
li'i stypi 'jDH njT »|id is hbzi ini3^D n'?nn3 didkc? no idw3 
none' n^np 'w ^'i D'cnDon nn-on iiu b" ttS nt ueni'D 'S3» 
iio »^nm nn p mni? idvp nstpS rirhv ms Dsn^ 'im pw 
jnigf Dim 'itn Kinc onnn'? nnin'; K3E' vm*} tmsirtp tb 
inriD 1*31 ini3'?Disoi loin* nvoi Dsn Kirn? nxo i-nipi 'ra 
noiposi-^p Dn.Ton j'TV ibit nnn3T 'bs nam St depites r"ir 
D'3m{i3Kr{('?>v'?E*"0'E)SiTO«i n« n3Ki: w Kins]iDtiiD moi? 
aniR ncK r;i nhnp '3K idke? 3"' 3in3 tv t*'"n zinsnc ni^ 
TDKEP 3'n zinai DnD3 irT'ivn 'J'JM k'h ims^ns co iot?D voan 
Dim TDt k'tb- niiw raw ntt I'opni note inxva Kin rhn? •» 
: "ri'TUr ids -n'Ti kS nnjn n^o 'n"n ^D»t k^ in V3m db* it!n 

: '?3n Van uhsn '?an n'^np ion D'Van "jan •= •» 

•ry D'Van nvas' I'jw ninsn -its iin'? V'nnn nvnt? nya!; njl 
10' o'yiT am imo dv ly nSv-i nvo aiKn "n3t? D':m o 
Q-j-ci nji D'vsiKo mojjn 'Ci d'vs^k'? D33*!? np ^^^3e'D n'hvn 
ni* ^ Kin bsn n^nns C'D njia inn I'^'si d'B^t: mn>n 'ci 
•cjiDi i^3t? b c"K K-ipJi J"' 13 invn nv DV 'niKD mwn m-ii 



,d mature reflection on this world and the good which it affords. ^B" K1" "'123 SIV DK pirn invn3 '3 D'nnvn nipyoi i^Sn an 

ij'Ki iniK PBin Kin pru vieh iisy dki 13 e"3td uw isina 
Sn:i iSini nn3 vhsna mn ciD'yni o^tani ip'in mnc bit 
niB" r' p invn ly ojn Si? n'33 n3i3i ipiDi pnit? iiipa vtpjrai 



) life : cbild- 



We may, however, refer the word vanity, which 
in this passage to the five different stages of 
hood, boyhood, manhood in its bloom, in its fullness, and in its 
decay. The first two stages being his gradual development, the 
third his stationary period, and the la»t two his gradual decline; 
ill of which the Preacher considers vanity, and none really afford- 
ing stable happiness. The first verse of the chapter may be 
regarded as the index of the whole book, it is the great feature 
and the spirit which animates every line therein. It is necessary, 
however, to remark that the Preacher condemns as vanity ail 
striving after worldly possessions, but does not despise the great 
exertion and attainment of the mind ; not in speculative philoso- 
phy, but in the religious knowledge and faith in God and his 
I&wa which are the only source of man's lasting success and 
prosperity. 



ii3jrc i5Kn ni-ipjn <d' bs'i in-iji y3on niKn mac mi oaan to 

IDK I^Kl J"' 13D1 niE-DD Dlf 0n3 mK3 I'KE* ^Dn nD^C TDK 

nt ox i:"m n^Ti n-h^n dtn3 Dna t"t? dietd D'hyn on'iw 
-jSin j)3Dn nDin3 13^ i-iittb' -inB i^in in^W 'D' iSkd iinan 
D-iy: pK '^riB mi3n as nnoinn it:'B: ninns v:'y niKT tttk 
nnu" DWjy i"i 1:1? D''i33 t"' '31 ItPJ rnoi? (iKu I'jn nnjjiM 
TCja iiiv le-iyn «iniSi id'3 lon'i icn nsci inna t^tyy 
13 «'y »i'unn lit i:3ty> 'dS pT t6t imns nioni inxiK riK^!? 
t3'-n3n D'D ibova mnzh haoS iDsc o'\ o-x-p p ini'nsi wj'ni 
•n3 nriaS lonwi iw in'a niaa nsT 'a inKipS ns-ie mm -a 
vni o':3 iS m^i nu'Kn ayi i-"j '33 m nc-ni no^'n'? n-n' k^ 
3-K o'yiCTJE' nb' cjiuy] rSp d'sid nn^i ncKn MtroS i*^ 
niK'?nn i7K S331 wn'on K:n'3i wtss' k-C31 w"i «n'B jS sn 
D33J1 D'Vt?n mnni cyno nnof 3 ijiip niK3 dv "73 vhs ief» 
ION Dri'^iri n'jKi n'jKns n'^yn 't:' i5 nayi D'ysiKn j->3e^ 



nisi 13^31 niacno 3t?in d-b" dv3 nS'b min Tin'i moj?n t:*'? djsj d'ci? ly cysinn nsnn D'Ssn mx'? an3 tr't? o'Ssn Dsnn 
n3C3 1« nsiya kdc nn 13*7 onnK^ m'^i TL-y Kin dki ni^ t?'K'? niS nsjn nisinn vhs m' onnKO ni^i '3y Kin ok ni3C«TD 
S^n moyn 'D' 'w rvv'3T djib nbnp -mK nj Syi mn it '?idi tipk i:idd '?v 3^ 3K33 moyn 'd' 1'? i3'?ni inibntj' inoo t3k:i mbn 
iS i3:pn >3 PK3 n"33i msyira Sy jnns ^'Jnnnl oip' dki mjni nm i'7 ik3i mn'n 'd' iSk i^ki D'P3t? iv a'cvb vn 'D'S 0)33) 
I'sss '3 ni3'3K3 ion!) Sdix tw Kin dki ni33D03 on*? biK 'jy Kin ck yo'iion ns pbyt; m3iK3 msit i'3'yi niai-W3 niKiia 
O'ont o'K^ D'3i3t '33 nn I'p'BKi v:3 T3 Dinni Dino V3'pS Kin nsm v:Bn3 t3X ibv Ttpiyn ^3 ^ no-'jc my iS i'ki nunitsn iS 
jToni nB3iKi n3'3Ki rT33 K7K nny iS iKt?: k'ji D^iyn nj loin y3D3 iSn ~mt moyn -ci rvby 'D' m^n bs iS nswi D'Siin 

DK '3 D?iyn n6 inK'33 h'it kSi di'js it3 nSy kSi Isan bn covn nnn yaon -loins Disn ona yj-c bnn San r'jn dtkh "ej* 
D'BVDD iracno n^^ Kint? D'vt O'lUn ]:iyi nni3ia inocj^ n'lT nt3i fotrno nWoS im rtTc vjbd rtSi iisn' vniso D"pb 

D^iyn nT3 vns new n'3iB 



" Wliat profit hath a man of all his labour, wliich he taketh 
under the sun ? " The term " under the sun" strongly bears out 
our previous remark, that the royal author condemns but tliose 
unremitting eicrtions ond avariciona strivings after money and 
wealth, after worldly honor and fame^ all these strivings being 
confined to things which are under the sun, and cannot elevate 
their desires beyond the thiugs of this world. Not so, boweter, 
are our labours in the study of the laws and precepts of God, and 
of our exertions to attain aa correct a knowledge of our Creator 



: troBTi nnn 'rop-c iVoj? Vd3 cr\t6 pnn' na < 

ba j"a' nt itbds o'oann Sn) imS ij^nnne" 3in3n nra f]^jy 
kVi? oSiy 'Ksb ymnS ni tbd3 vt3t n'Sanc bnip 
Tvnnr '13 onKn nsio*? Kinp nsv iin nitrT;^ kSk DTKn-K-i33 
nH'yon Kin jixnni D'aK^on n'jimo nSns inv inist?3 n^ 

3311;') ir-m iracn nnn Ninp izih Kin hov Kinr no nn 
ni-'a'ni o'na nuaSi pny [in tjiDK^i rrnpi n!?'3N3 Toinn 
nxv iniK nixK' nivDni iniD ins ot^ idc ktp'e? na 




A COHMEKTAaYON ECCLESIASTES. 

it ia possible for the human intellect to arrive at. These 
DaentAl pursuica are cot confined to things under tlie aiin, but to 
(hose which are above it ; they do not aim at the possession of 
Biiiigs which are perishable, or at least decliQing. but tliey ulrive 
par the ever-living truth of the words of God, and pant for the 
■pirituid and eternal hliss to vhich the mind of man is permitted 
r ; lo that world which is high aioce the sun and the planets, 
nd which is free from periodical influence, from the rise and 
leeline which the heavenly planets eiereise on things which are 
)tnder the eun. 

" One generation paaselh away, and nuother Cometh : but the 
^trth abideth for ever." No refleelion produces a greater con- 
tempt for the vanities of thia world than a glance at the pages of 
loatory. which exhibit men mighty and powerful, in the height 
pT their ambition, iutoxicaled with sncc^a;, cunning, deriaing 
Khemes for the aggrandisement of themselves and of iheir country, 
On one page of historical record we sec men in all their splendour 
and glory, and we have but to mm over the leaf to find orhers 
who have not toiled for it. oecupying their posts, whilst they are 

red with dust and their names are hardly mentioned. How 
" one generation passeth awny, and another comelh," every one 
labouring for enjoyments which swiftly pass away " like (he 
bird that flieth in the airj" whilst the earth which covers them 
•11 "abideth for ever." 

5.6. 7 "The sun also riseth, and the sun goeth down, and hast- 
«iielh to bia place where he arose." " The wind goeth towards the 
aouth, and turneth about toward the north ; it whirleth about 
eonlinually, and the wind returneth again to his circuits." " All 
'the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not full; unto the 
place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again." 

Since all beings on earth are composed of the four elements : 
iBarth, fire, air, and water, they must perish and dissolve, like 
tiie iugredieuta of wiiich they consist. The author first 

S leaks of the element earth, which lasts not for ever, but 
■o for a certain time only, after which it perishes; as the 
Prophet says (Isa. li. li), "and the earth shall wear old like a 
sarment " He then speaks of the sun, being the element of 
fire, on which depends the limits of day and night, and of the 
four seaaous of the year, yet even the sun will cease, aa the 
Prophet Isaiali -lays : "the sun ahaU be no more for light by 
day. neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto tbec : 
but the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God 
thy glory," (Ix. I!).). And in another passage the Prophetalso 
■sya, "then the moon shall be confounded, and the aun ashamed, 
waen the Lord of Hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jeru- 
ialem, and before his ancients gloriously." ( laa. iiiv. 23 ) 

The Royal Author then speaks of the element wind, which is 
ilao making its circuits, but is ultimately dispersed by the Huler 
tf all elements. The fourth element is that of water, which 
likewise powerful, if not tlie most of all the four elements, yet 
it cannot resist the will of Omnipotence, and though it daily 
increases and never abates, though the increased oceans i 
filled, yet we have seen that by the will of God whole a 
dried Dp, and became firm ground for man to pass over them ; 
«nd their ultimate perishable uess is aa sure as that of the sun and 
nooR, and other powerful creations of the universe. 

I, 9 "AU things are full of labour ;" man cannot utter it; the 
is not aatisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing. 
The thing that has been, is that which ahall he ; and that which 
IB done. 19 that which shall be done ; and there ia nothing new 
nnder the aun." 

With all human ingenuity and inventive powers, it ia impossible 



( 9 ) nSnp "iBD by crn-fi 

iniD nnK i^ ncTiB* rrna inn' no ivi ^-mK •[■hvn Dni« niPvS 
itnpi Dnt'na niTj-ni D'nn i:3i n pn iedk dih 'ja noa nnr 
no iiDoni ni^s'ni o'nan Dnit* latui in^Di niSTx ''?■; omopa 
nonp n2bn Dn'^eai oniK n'js oh'T ntwcc riKnn vhn ibtw 
(tin n''t?n Sate iS'^pa nityn nv jikse' msv [lYi nitw 'ao 
Dnyi n«S main mn a-itt-i "Snna njio-m vo-z vt ne*ifD nbso 
T-wn ^D1K nns 2in3i vji 3i" d':ip? 'ni nnn dtdt izh ni?03 
ninsn ma nann naia K-n iti inSoi \vs-i D'an n'?3n tizz 

: moiy rh^yh pNni n3 i-ni i'?in mn - -» 

a»atijii D'n^ oni n-nai ni'?3'n D'jian nans' iV« rian tjfii'g 
nnis "hz nxn 'tb tizy D'nan -htt cite pK^i cniK 
aixp 101^ V-i moiu oSibS e-di pn'Tvao inv nnaiif one 
jDi'? n'"3n 3"j psni Savn rj-^'s «'-m oW? nayi n-'oa 
mt om HMJ nnio' uaiito mnn bac cvoni ^vS n-iroa aiiii 
: iDVi c"Di nni 



riNitriDipo hit) B'aB'n X31 E'OB'n mn "-"^"^ ■» 
331D pBx-'^N'aaiDi □Ti-rSx I'^n : det* Nin nmr 
•^2 : nnn nt? vm3*3D-'?p nnn 'p'tn 331D 
€npahn t6a ijrN n'ni n'n-'?N o'd'tti O'^n^n 
: n^hh n'2^ dh dc □•3^n D''7n3nc' 

vrnpn nnn D-KTajn Sat? ais'' nS'nna nvT nn^ ni "iDSt 
3"i Dn«.ii "'■■nn nnl■^' vansfa isiajE? d'-idti d'i" 
yai!»n I'jv lat nta yntti vn •^h^r^ in n^xi b-nnni ono nias 
pKnnait nayn iiD'a 'J'nnm on-sji D'lii on nic nniD' 
-lat a'-ntti VM nSan ijaa pun n'TJtsa jdiS i3"n vii nSiyS 
«3i t?Dfn mn nos* miD- s\nvf vtx"^ imx nnn-r trttn iid> 
-\-ip\ vir ny pi n'3''?a ma nyi Di'3 imt n;a ton fpnoy vi\ 
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for US to eihanet the knowledge of nature, nnd all tbe 
powers which are dominanl in many beings of the Creation. It 
H avouched by the greaieat aad moat eminent writers ou natural 
theology, thsl there are yet many plants, herbs, minirals and 
other productions of the soil in eiistence, which poseeBS remedial 
powers and useful qualities not yet discovered. Many of them 
were known to the ancients, who did not publish tliem to the 
world, and therefore tliat knowledge died with them. 

As to the dogma "there is nothing new under the sun," which 
has been misundei'stood by Scriptural interpreterii, and has, there- 
fore, been most violently attacked by modern science and learning, 
which boaalH of many discoveries that Rre new under tke «ur. 
ll must be understood that the author does not speak here of 
tbe new modes of application of the Tarions elements of creation, 
but he speaks of the elements themselves, and although modern in- 
genuity has invented, and no doubt will continue to invent many 
useful systems of turning tbe existing component parts of creation 
to advantage, yet it is certain, that the invention consisls only in 
the application: and as regards the composition of the various 
bemgs and powers, the author justly remarks ; "There is no- 
thing new under the nun ;" nothing having been added to it 
bv man, sinee the creation of tbe univcrae was completed by 
God. 

Ul, 11 "Is there anything whereof it may be said. See, this is 
new? It hnlh liceu nlreridy of old time, which was before us. 
'! here is no remembrance of f.irraer things ; neither shn'j there 
be any remembrance of things that are to come, with those that 
Bhiill come after." 

The wise Author, of blessed memory, says that man who has 
learned no wisdom, and did not recognise the majesty of God in 
hi* works, if he sees any thing which he has not seen before and 
it appears quite new to him, he imagines that such a thing never 
existed in creation. Solomon, however, answers him, do not 
imagine that this thing is new, be assured that it has been already 
created during the six days, and as to its not being mentioned in 
any book or tradition, the reason is because it was not of sufli- 
cient moment. Even the very thing which thou imaginest to be 
new, it will not be recorded, and tbe generations after thee may 
consider it new again, when they find it out, for the same reason 
thou imaginest it new at present. 

12 "I, the Preacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem." The 
humility of the author's mind is here clearly perceptible to the 
attentive reader, he speaking of the past, and the changes he had 
undei^one, and not mentioning even the name of bis father, felt 
that ii was by his own failings that the great fall from his high 
position hod taken place, and therefore he now proceeds to ex- 
plain in special terms what is before stated generally. 

13 " And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom 
concerning all things that are done under heaven, this sure travail 
bath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith." 
llie author says, when I was in peace and quiet on my throne 
during mj former reign, I gave my heart, which is the seat of 
desire, to search for wisdom, nnd to investigate all matters con- 
nected with nature, which displays the omoipotcnce and wonders 
of God. The author uses the term iin'? to teareh. which is 
applied in Scripture to the spies sent by Moses to search the 
Innd of Canaan; like tbe spy who penetrates into the nature of 
the land, and examines its strong and weak points, to ascertain 
where it is the most vulnerable, so did he search the philosophy 
of nature to arrive at a proper concluMon in questions of great 
magnitude and importance. 

14 "I have seen all the works that are done under [he sun, 
and behold all is vanity aud veiiation of spirit." I found after a 
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close eXBrninstion, says the author, that the things which are undLT 
the sun are cootiuually chaagiag, which the Aloiighiy deems pro- 
per, either for Ihe good or for the evil of his creatures Not so 
with the celestial creation, for whatever God has there created is, 
•nd remains unchangeable and immutable, from one end of the 
world unto the other, niid from the day they were called into ex- 
iatence are neither increased nor diminiHiied, nor do they alter 
their assigned courae. Yet when I examine the nature of all 
physical matter in the terrestrial world, 1 t'oiind that "it was 
Tanity and vetation of spirit," given to man. in a great measure, 
to busy himself therewith, and to occupy his thoughts and time, 
though it is evident that with all his wisdom lie ciinnot penetrate 
into the nature and origin of many matters : hence it follows 
that he frequently has wasted much time and reHection oa those 
things which are made " under the sua." 

15 "That which crooked cannot be made straight, and that which 
is wanting cannot be numbered." If there is anything in nature 
which to onr short-sighted understanding appears lo be crooked, 
it is impossible for any philosopher, with all his ingenuity and 
learomg to make it straight, for thus was it ordained by the 
Creator, and thus must it remain until he wills that it should 

leto exist. For instance, we find an idiot, whom the Creator 

not endowed with sense : is it in the power oF man to give 
fcim understanding? or can we make the dumb animal, whom 
God has denied speech, to speak ? But no it was ordained in 

^on, and so must it remain ; the idiot and simpleton will 
never attain sufficient sense to be numbered among the wise, hut 
Villremmuso uniil the end of their earthly existence. Rabbi Levi 
Ben Gerahon, however, gives another interpretation to this pas- 
aage, he explains it in reference to natnral deficiencies in quality, 

a number, which he considers irretrievable. Babbi Moses 
Alshucb gives various meanings to this verse, the last of which 
nay be considered worthy of consideration. He thinks that 
Solomon speaks here in reference to himself: What is the use of 
my attempting, says the preacher, to improve and amend others, 
teeing that I, myself, have failed and transgressed (for Solomon 
inltiplied silver and gold, and wives, against the laws of God) 
he, therefore, considers himself too crooked, perverse, and defi- 
cient, that his words and admonitions should meet with a patient 
bearing from the multitude. This explanation appears lo me, 
however, as forced, unless it is to signify the humility of Solomon 
in not deeming himself worthy enough to exhort the people. 

1 6 " 1 commended with my own heart, saying, lo ! I am come to 
great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they tliat 
have been before me in Jentsalem, yea, my heart bad great ex- 

lerience of wisdom and knowledge." 'Ihe author says, I have 
low, after great investigation, arrived at the conviction that man, 
with all hia knowledge, ultimately finds that he can attain but 
little insight into nature, and which produces more vexation tlian 
ntisfaction of mind. 
17, IS " And 1 gave my heart to know wiadom, and to know mnd- 
es» and folly : I perceive that this also is vexation of spirit. For 
iltmnch wisdom ia much grief: and he that inereaseth knowledge 
increaseth sorrow." Although finding all investigation to he 
'tanity and Texatioii of spirit, he aays, my heart still looged to 
know more of the nature of this world, to know the difference 
between wisdom and folly, between knowledge and ignorance, 
when, to his aorrow, he again found that even this was vanity and 
Texalion of spirit. It is remarkable that the word ^3C with a E" 
aignifies utisiiom, and SsD with a D signifies /o//y. Yet there are 
Rome commentators who take the parallels or contrasts in this 
terse, and explain ni^^D in this instance, tense, in contrast to 
TuyyiT] madness, and parallel withnDSn aisdom, which is centered 



1 ) n'?np iSD by en-vs 
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in the heart, the opposite to which is ni^Sin, which is likewise 
in the heart, as we read iik a eubivquent pnaeage "A wise mao'i 
heart is at hia right hand ; but a fool'B heart at his left" (x. 2), 
and althniigh I knew they are both unarailahle, I wished to know 
in which it is most prafitable to apend the time, but I found that 
even this causes vesation, for whea a man of great knowledge and 
learniog finds that fools and ignorant people suoceed in the world, 
and even obtain honor, office, and wealth (lie will say) what ialhe 
use of all talent and knowledge, when those who hare not got it, 
are more fortnnale than others who possess it. Thus the covetous- 
neas of knowledge and wisdom increases pain and anxiety. If 
knowledge and investigation even lead to the accamulalion of 
wealth, they only tend to increase care and continual anxiety, and 
we ofcen find that men die in their highest zenith, and leave the 
wealth for wliich they have toiled, lo otherj ; 1, therefore, found 
that even this leads to vexation of spirit. 

II. 1 "I said in mine heart, go to now, I will prove thee with 
mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and behold, this also is vanity." 

Finding that the more I increased knowledge, 1 increased pain, 
I resolved to give myself up to joy and the gratification of my 
passions, and particularly of that which the eye aeeth, and the 
heart desireth, but even this I found to be vanity. 

2 "I said of laughter, it is mad! and of mirth irhat docth it 7" 
The Preacher here alludes to a particular passion to which the 
root pnt? in Scripture applies, as in Gen. xxxix. 17, (which 
Fotifar's wife used in reference to Joseph, " the Hebrew servant, 
which thou hast brought us, came in to play with me") whoever 
indulges too freely in the gradiication of that passion, wastes his 
strength and energies, as Maimonides expresses himself in Hil- 
ehoth Deoih, ch. iv. see. 19, on the serious evils which arise from 
excessive sensual gratification, and as to joy, what profits it f If 
joy does not arise from any good action, or result of doing a 
virtuous deed, it is but vanity, and leaves always a vacancy in our 
mind which is filled up with grief and care. 

3 "I sought in mine heart to give myself onto wine, yet 
acquninting mine heart with wisdom, and to lay bold on folly, 
till 1 might see what was that good for the sons of men which 
they should do under the heaven all the days of their life." 

I endeavoured to dive into the deepest recesses of my heart, to 
ascertain how its longings can be assuaged, and to soften the 
cares and troubles of this life, and found it adri?ahle to join in 
the general way of society. I indulged in the pleasures the 
world alforded, and despised not the wine cup, "which gladdens 
man's heart," but abstained from carrying it to excess, 1 laid 
bold on such follies, lo the end 'that 1 may know how to avoid 
them, and consequently to elevate myself above the gene- 
rality of mankind, whose efforts ure exclusively directed to the 
attainment of worldly grandeur, which they consider the apex of 
worldly happiness. But all my endeavours in acquiring such 
transitory goods were directed for a higher aim. 

4, 5, 6, 7 "I made rae great works ; I builded me houses ; I 
planted mc vineyards, &c." 

My worldly afFairs were regulated by a wise plan in accordaoce 
with the regulations of our holy law. 

Ikfore Israel n cut to war with the surrounding nations, public 
officers proclaimed through the camp that " he who hnd built a 
house, or planted a vineyard, or taken a wife, shall return home, 
lest he die in the battle, and another man take possesaioo." This 
was laid down afterwards as a general rule, that none should 
enter married life, without having first provided a place of abode, 
and chosen a profession whereby lo obtain an honest hvclihood. 
These wise arrangements guided me in my undertaking. 'I built 



12 ) rhr\'p ISO Sp EHTfl 

Kin ninni -hK-cxh b'os nSi u'O'S Dsn n'? .11003 L'"Da a^a 
m'N pnan? 'rrxn rr'DX d'tdbji n-in d-ie;' th-ov -c-uki h'2VZ 
Qxs ^nuT 3'nMi «'3D in-L- ns 13 unt mxn n^s-c aiD «in 
no^n r\yv\ n'? nm* mttn dk:' niira rem nyi'no\ nn \yy\ m 
lonni "noi ^'D3 m« nitTB-3 btro ■p'' it?£u3 M3 i'? I'Di" yaoa 

31-a 'JK HDK'l 13:13 DM n3T IK TJjb IK 3lS HIT 't?:K MVM 

nvT »hi b'Dsn nil n'H3 poon nosni mbi •'?n3 3i:'i' 'noan 
'13 iS3t:'3 njn p|'01' kihib' 'd 3'5i ii33ni m'?VDn am ivv i3T 
D'bsnjn'i nKTE-D i'73t?3 31K301'' r]'Di' in'Ssni Di>i!fn I'JV inv 
nt n'b3n 'nit n'731 iddj tPtsr'n nnn i3 K'i33Pno 'xjc ohpn rvt 
ncBJi nic («n nae- iifxi aixao 1'? <!'di' nun'n nxT3i c^pn 
iniDoi'3'^rii'i TM'At ^3^D d'dsj naiD n'3T n'D3j iS vt\^ nun 
i>*3n'3T n'Dii nV2'» DK '3 13 y:'!? -iK'ijinD hoikd npi'? ij'« 

'?3 nl3 KVD3 nni b'D3 KIH DK 13 JJV K^ ^^Rb IHIK 3T1in 

bf 1*? m K3' 07iiin nt I'jy n''?3n yi't? na ib3t:'3 npT nance 
: D-aiKaca n-n* I'D* 

31133 riN-ii nno;?3 nDoast nj-hdV '±i 'nTON -""•a 

*S no 31M3D1 Dy3 nnsS nta ei'oi' nvm noan ai-ise- IV3 iqj^ 
w rah -ab W 'moK Sax noann any -jx noK nyirn mSi 
aiDi naz' n-nii 'aSo ntn dSv rJV airvja- nnoL-a nni« nojK '3^ 
noin abni nsn yvrvp Sjpnn Kinc aioa nKni na'? di' to 3^ 
I'ui SSino -nnDK pincb dispo 'r3n nt d: nam 

: nEfiy nmo nnae^i hhyn^Q ti-cn pins^ '=■» 

'0 THO* S]2T3n nixpi Kiny pinyS Dtt S3n nt Dj nam toX 
tni:i ina naKO:? ntjis- ^ino Kin '?3Bt3n ntxn r\z'V3& 
K'n inr naas" 'rti T'D nijn n -a V'l D'aoin E^oa iS'n o'wS 
nSa in3i nb nun nnva Rvne- lot hz\ u-rv» -iikoi vni tiun ra 
ni'K ns'w It ns nn-DS'bi nta Tnsns- r-ir 'ui onaiK vm 
•iJE'n a'^ip ^^vn nt nniR vatio onxn Sy Ka'K" tirn nboao 
[Din rmiono avy n'n' aiva is'dxi nos* n'n' "1:533 mionni 
b3iK:;' nj! •'? C" Kb '3 niocS ^31' t« '3N btra im o-inn visoiai 
n3i?on 'amxi 'rnni nyn 'ansa ino '}K2' ciiti niai?'? n3'? ac"? 
B" c-D^'n nnn n^i-x onx ba pi 3^J!n ny npan jo nyn nx t3iDB*Ji 
ine-iy n no nnor^i a-K 'jb ['aTB-y jp i"n '3-iix nmo iS 

31D nrx nx-ix tj'x ny mb^Dn inN*?! naana 
! Dn'*n '»' 130.5 ca::'-! nnn ityy -is*!? din ':3b 

nvn J31V nwjn nt'xa jn'i? '3"? niTpa 'n:."Bn -io« vian C'n*S 
n^-a nx i"'3 ii[?o^ 'max - in"ijrn jir naL""[? 'n3 "3b ^ 

aiWK Kbi cijx 33^ noffD pnc pyriD 'nc3i i"a ':n: nsVo^ | 
noB-b 1" oyo nnsw xbx obijin ni pif3 ii3cn rT33R fp 'n'TH^a 
Dn"n '0'3 obiyn nta D'episk? no gnx -33 nibaoa (inxb 'ns 'aii 
•n'CVE' no inn la on-o' nibab nnb 3ic3 xin I'ji; nt'x \nvff na 
; 'iji 'ETTO 'nbijn Kim obiyn nr ':':y mbsoi vaon noana 'sk 

'ns;B3 D'n3 ^S 'n'aa -^q 'nViin •tM-n'-.-i 
|7 Dn3 'nyE}3i d'DmBi niaa '^ 'n^e^ : D*a"0 h 
RDis "ly cna nipE'n'? co ni3na *S 'n'E^ :n3 ^a 
n:po DJ "h rv7\ n'3 '33i ninsci Dn3j? 'nop : D-xy 
: D'?EnT3 'js"? vne- ^30 1"? n'n nnnn |6«i ipa 

baE" D'bni on nbiyn nt3 'nDan3 'n-ciJE? O't?yon bs fiTfi 
•n'CTP no b3> on'BTD noan bnua non" onix nRnc- 'o 
new B»Kn '0 n"L"Da n-na -b 'n'ja n-j'nnn «nnin mo by b3n 
013 yoj ns-rt e"Sn 'o n-fD3 D'ona 'b twim 3"nxi "ui n'a nja 



I COUUBNTIBT ( 



ICCLESIA^TES. 



C 13 



botUM, plflDted vineyarda, bought aeirants, herdi 
accumulated riches and kiugly power, ' 



nd flocks, 
for aU the 
uecesBarira as well as tlie luxuries of life. AW this 1 acbiered 
before entering into married life^a life full of repose and hap- 
piueEs — which allowed me afterwards to direct my thoughts, 
undisturbedly, to the reflection of those celestial beings, that are 
of a transceodant nature, which reflection finally taught my aoul 
to despise every imaginary good and aublanary bappiueas. 

9,10,11 "Solwaagreat aodincrenwd more than at! that were 
before me in Jerusalem, also my wisdom remained with me," &c. 

After I had provided all that could make life desirable, indulged 
in every wiah the heart could euggeat, aud tasted the sweets of 
power and wealth, 1 arrived at the conclusion, that all sensual 
enjoymeots are detrimental to the spiritual welfare of man. In 
my wisdom 1 succeeded to draw a line of demarcation between 
what is necessary and what is superfluous. My mind'a-eye was 
directed from the works of the creation to the Creator. This 
contemplation, emanating from a judicious use of the bounties 
of Providence, was " the portion of all my labours," namely, 
that all things sublunary are transient and perishable. 

12 "And I turned myself to heboid wisdom, and madness, and 
folly : for what can the man do that cometh after the king ? even 
that which halh been already done." 

My researches having brought home to me the conviciion that 
erery thiug created under the sun must ultimately perish — aud 
that worldly wisdom is mostly based on folly and madness, yet 
I endeavoured to ascertain to what end had a wise Providence 
created these apparently useless objects. A similar fact is 
related by our sages of David, the father of Solomon. David 
enquired of Ood, what design he had by the three following 
things, viz. : the fool, the spider, and the flea '! God rebuked 
David for his sbortsightcduesa, and told him that his own life 
would furnish ample proof, that whatever is created ia for a well- 
intended end. 

When David, pursued by Saul, look refuge in n eave in the 
wilderness, God. who had anointed him as future King of Israel, 
provided a spider, who drew a web across the entrance of the 
cave. Saul, seeing the spider's web, passed the cave and pursued 
his way in another direction. Thus David's life was saved by a 
spider. For this miraculous delivery through the feeble means 
of what he considered a despicable creature, he offered up his 
thanksfriving to hia preserver, which we find in the 57lh Psnlm, 
beginnmg thiia : Michtam of David, when he fled from Saul in 
the cave. — " Be merciful unto me, Lord, he merciful unto me, 
for my suul Irnsteth in thee, yea, in the shadow of thy will I 
.make my refuge, until these calamities be past." 

His second question was answered in the same way. 

When David, on a subsequent occasion sought the protection 
of Achish, King of Gath, the counsellors of the king advised him 
(o withdraw that protection, David, in danger of beiof^ either 
kUled or handed over to Saul, "changed his behaviour before 
them, and feigned himself mad in their hands, and scratched 
on the doors of the gate, and let his spittle fall down on hia 
beard," and by these means escaped unscathed. The outpourings 
of his overflowing heart we hud in tlie I <lth Psalm, where he said, 
"1 Bought tlie Lord, and be answered me, and delivered me from 
all my fears. Thia poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 
and delivered him from all hia troubles." Atanother time, when 
Satd was in pursuit of the royal fagitive, he encamped wtth his 
host in the trench. At night, when the wliole camp was buried 
in a deep sleep, David, stealthily, entered the camp, advanced to 
the spot where Saul slept, and endeavoured to lake his spears 
and a cruse of water, that stood at his bolster. Now Said m hia 
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■leep bad drawn up bis legs, aad David attempted to creep under- 
neath, to acciimplish his design, when Saul, by on involuntary 
movement straightened hia legs, whereby David was in danger of 
being caught. At this critical momeut, a ties stuog Saul iu hie 
lega, which caused him to reaume his former position, and David 
Bucceeded in csiryiug out bis bold attempt. David, with heart- 
felt gratitude towarda a protecting providence, acknowledged, 
that the whole creation had been called into esiateuee after a. wise 
and benevolent plan, and although we cauoot penetrate His inscru- 
table decrees, everything in the universe is created for a wise 
purpose. So we find bis sentiments eipressed in the 109th Psalm, 
where be says : " How manifold are thy ways, Lord, in wisdom 
hast thoumadetbemall, the earth is full of thy riches." Solomon 
questioned not the universal wisdom of the Creator. He ac- 
knowledged, that whatever was created, was for a wise end. He 
endeavoured only to know iu bow far folly and worldlineas are 
compatible with the ultimate destiny God had assigned to mnn, 
during his pilgrimage on earth— in the atate of transition from 
darkneas to that of everlasting light. 

13, 14, 15, 16 "Then ! saw that wisdom excelleth folly, aa 
far as light e^ccelletb darkness. The wise man's eyes are in bis 
head; but the fool walketh in darkness, and I myself perceived 
also that cue event bappeoetb to them all. Then I said in my 
heart, aa il bappenetb to the fool, so it happeuetb even to me, 
and why was I then more wise ? then 1 said in my heart, that 
this also is vanity. For there is no remembrance of the wise 
manmore than ofthe fool for ever; seeing that which now is, iu the 
days to came, shall all be forgotten. And how dJeth the wise 
man? as the fool." 
The Royal Author says, I aaw that the eieellence of human wisdom, 
vis., the study of natureandBcience,waaasrarabove that of folly, as 
the eicelleace of light la over darkness, because a man who has at- 
tained buman wisdom, has his eyea in hia head, and will measure 
hia way by the scale of good judgment, in eating aud drinking, 
and iu every enjoyment ; he will also conduct himself according 
to the standard of justice aud equity towards his fellow -creaturea, 
aud all his actions will be wise and decent; whilst the fool who 
walks iu darkneas, all his ways are without prior consideration, 
and be knows not how to take care in life to guard againat tlie 
vicissitudes of this world, nor is his intercourse with his fellow- 
tnea any better calculated to make a good impression, and all 
know that he is a fool, as the author more distinctly explains in 
chap X., " yea, also, when be that is a fool walketh by the way, 
his wisdom foiletb him, and he saith to every one that he is a 
fool," which signifies that by his manner and conduct every one 
perceives that be is a fool ; aud although 1 know, myself, that one 
event happeuetb to them all, which is dealA. yet there is a pre- 
eminence which the wise baa over the fool, as we first slated. 

The passage, " the wise man has his eyes in his head," admits 
yet another eiplanation^tbe head being figuratively the seat of 
rationality inducea man continually to meditate and study the 
works of God and hia wondera ; to walk in the way and the fear of 
bis Creator, by which he becomes attached to bim aud loveth him, 
for perceiving by the wisdom of menial reflection the wanders 
of God, be walks in truth and iu justice, so that this wise man. 
whose wisdom is favored by the light of tbe Moat High, is allied 
to prophetic inspiration, and when he leaves this world which is 
called "darkness," his soul departs but to shine forth with the 
light of life eternal. Hence the soul of the wise man on departing 
this world of darkness to soar up to the regions of everlasting 
light, will be immortalised by its previous pious deeds, good 
action", aud godly wisdom, whilst the fool who has neither incli- 
nation nor sense to meditate and contemplate tbe works of God, 
but walketh all bis days in the pleasures and enjoyments of 
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■nimal grotilicatinn ; in t-ftting and driuking, in carnal enjoy- 
ments, in gathering wealth and ricbc;', walketh in darkueas, 
because whatever he doeth lu bis life wastes and perishea, and 
be walketh in darkness Ijere, and after death his soitl eeetli nc 
the celestial light, until he has reeeived the fidl measure of hi 

aishment — a punishment byfar more biller tlian deaUi itself — 
nor does his name and memory survive his insignificant life, hut 
IB obliterated from the remembrance ol man. The king, there- 
fore, says, although I allowed my wisdom to know the Lord, 
by Btudyiug and meditating in bia words and miracles, as my 
father, David, commanded ine before his death, as we read, (Isl 
Chron., ch. xxviii. v. 9.^ "And thou, Solomon, my sou. know 
tbou the Lord of thy fathers, and serve hitn with a perfect heart, 
and with a willing mind," yet as it bappeneth to a fool, so it 
happenetb even to mc, for I raiiet also Jie ; " as one event bap- 
peneth to all, I said in my physical reasoning, since I must share the 

le fate as the fool sharcth ; to what use and purpose did I 
ponder and contemplate in the wisdom of the works and wonders 
of God more tlian the fool, ns we are both alike In death, liut 
T arrived hy my spiritual reflection that such reasoning is nothing 
bat vanity, because the death of the fool is not like the death of 
the wise, for there is no remembranee of the fool after he is dead, 
but there is a remembrance of the wise after death, of whom it 

aid, " the remembrance of the righteous is for a blessing on 

DUnl of bis wisdom and his good deeds, and his name even 
4fler death, livetb and shines forth ; his knowledge and learning 
if the divine wisdom and works is liauded down from one gene- 
ration to another; whilst the fool, who in his life-time did not 
walk in the ways of God, but all his thoughts were immersed in 
the physical and animal craviuga of this world, after death hia 
name is forgotten." 

17 "Therefore I bated Ufe ; because the work that i« wrought 
under the sun is grievous unto me : for all is vanity and vexation 

The import of this passage is, " bad not my sense and my men- 
t&I faculties made it their object and their sacred purpose to 
perceive the eminence of the divine attributes from bis deeds and 
wonders which he created and which he ordained from days of 
yore, from the unalterable revolution of the celestial bodies, 
planela and stars, wl\ich are respectively fixed by the great archi- 
tect, every one according to its order, by the word of Him, above 
those which are a degree lower and are called " Ithim," being the 
angels which the Lord sends in a prophetic vision to the prophets, 
and they are called IsMm because their degree approximates that 
of man, in order that man should know and recognise the great- 
ness of hia Creator ; again the degree of the holy Chayolh, above 
whom there is none in excellence but the Lord himself on the 
throne of glory, such aa the Prophet Ezckiel saw in bis vision, 
and aa Maimonidea enumerates iu the 2nd chapter of the treatise 
"Foundations of the Law," thus ;- — " the change in the names 
of the nngeb ia according to their degree, and therefore they are 
called Hayoth Hakodeah, who stand iu rank above all, then 
follow the Ophanim, the Arelim, the Chaakmalim, the Seraphim, 
the Malaehim. the Benei Elnhini, then the Cherubim, and the 
Ithim. All these names given are attributed to angels according 
to the 10 degrees which they gradually assume in eminence. 
Above them all is the Creator, blessed be He, whose degree can- 
not be surpassed, and who is the Surah, which is called CAayo'.A. 
It therefore says in the prophecy that they are all under the 
Throne of Glory, and the 10th degree, which is the degree of the 
Sitrah, (image, form]) whose degree ia nearer to the degree of 
man and their knowledge." Thus far Maimonides, who adds 
that they are called Isiiim, being the angels that apeak with the 
prophets, and appear to them in the risiona of prophecy. The 
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i:<3B^IVD ^oan jed nni'ii3n' vntt^Bjaivt-w^n'ritSKn noans 
•iDinn 'aS h» 'noana -n^L-n 'ui <2^ ha -mani ^3K moa pp 
's'DSPiniosDann niDivnncnta '2h2tynann»vh2r\ nt 33t?l 
D3Rn p-iaiE' inio inx oann p-Di3 iniD ^^K ^'oan ii-oi |>k 'a 
iDPi D«3icn I'CTfo 311 ^y niizS pnx -ot vhv d'toik \r,m -\n» 
D"t<[?D'i3'n[:'Dnsi:niDi trTnc mm n3i!:D"p Ton immns* 
'?itjS iD^iun m loin nistn intt an -a i-n '0-3 vn (t'?c ^*D3n 
D-ycnoE* 1*'?!) D'-iDiKi nvi ioe' inio inm jin nmn'j3i3jSi 

VCVtJl IISC n3E'3 bn D'D'H T33t?3 D^IUV S'D3n E-^ 17111 IpT 

HTTE* 10'h ^nl^ hv nSji' t«i trii's h'ozn ov Dsnn nio' yt^^ 
: niS T\D'\-i fir I'M inio intt h'O'sn ii-dt3 inin -inx ddoh piat 

ncyitr ntsron 'Sv y-i 's □'*nn-nK tiweh '"* "a 
: m^ niy^i h^n ^dh-o cacn nnn 

Ton n':i';i"nn 'ctui -Sat? i-n- 16 n« o'-nn nK -ntc!^ ClTfi 
TiD x'Ni ((•13 ^[?K vni^WB ISO n"C'n TsnSi yr'? onoiD 
D'viapn D'33i3ni D'Si^jn 3X0 Kin '?sido q'de'3 Tj^-i*D IKD I'Wso 
njinnnrt nmono -jnan' noKoa in'?yoi i3sa 'cs irk '73 Dn3 
nKi3jn nK'103 n"fn oniK n'^if::' D'attSon nni d'b"k iKTpitr 
'13 OIK '13 rhsoh nan? Qn''iJo:? d's-'K iKipi nt^i D'i<'33ii 
nidpjri nivhan nmon ij) isnia n'^nj n-an^i yn-S tiiKn 3'E"t? 
mncniaa.! KOa Qnc n-'-E-n sSs 'nbrno nWo^i'KC cnpn nvn 
nia^no a-aa ^'t na*Din Dnist nine loai insiaia K-aiR ^sptn' 
^3•D^l Kin Dn'?VD B-ff 'D3 tj'aKbon nios- 'ub- 'ni minn 'td' 
ca^Wm O'Skik! D'jBiKi ^3nt3 n'sjio'; am tnpn ni'n n'Unpj 
nioE-n 11"' 1^ ^3"C"KV'anai o^rhtt "331 "nSttvaK^i "ait?i 
I'Ktr nSirai p jrt^ n-hso muT? av hv D'an^orr cna ik-i?3c 
nrn n(n?3e' mixn n^jio ten n-^vn nhsis on 'a n:aD rhsa'? 
rhsotfn n'TE-y nSvDniaaR((D3nnn inB* nsia33 nowia'D^ 
D1CI31 D'st'aiR DV Diaion D'aKboR DRi D'ETK n(fip3R minn 
nSyoo n3np onSyot? Q't?"M »<tP3 is'bS "tii33R RKioa DnE* 
'3K D"nn nia noW -io« ni^ S"t na-Din ^a-y ain '33 tot 
ma n'Saipn 'B'es niacnoi 'poy be- vn 'o' vn-c e-itd anis 
ins n'nK ntai ^T'3a *3K nn 'nitt nixe- loa 'isi- nn Taxi? nv 
'jas D'awSon n^OD -ini'Tian' nsh nanp 'nocj n'niiE' 'mo 
noinn tiSiy" Ri '3'3y3 poiy vn 'o-a mttRe* 0"nn nit 'n«3C 
10131 i'31'VT 13«D mttn Ri 'a ETSE'R nnn V3'3y b laxni nbn 
ccK-n nnn nE'V3B' riE'yoR 'W jn 'a 1013 nionaa ^i?i:3 i:-b31 
'D KIR ah'wn nt Sf nnxni niyintD nnn nn nirii ban ^r '3 
Kin:? na Sa r3C" iVe- ptR npo maoi dSvr ri myi aiETi-s' 



A. CQUHBHTART ON XCCLESlASTES. ( 

rraaOD, Solomon sayii, I love thia life, that U to devote all ray 
dflya to meditatioD, is in order thai I mny knov God, as com- 
tnaoded by my Father Dafid. And by this 1 shall profit even 
aftet death, when my soul shell be near unto the Lord, even 
nearer the degree of the angels ; but I hate the hfe which man 
employs in nnd devotes to attainment of the perishable mntlera 
of this transient world, and wasteth all his auhstance in pur- 
poses which are under tAe lun; consequently his soul is like 
that of the heapt, it perishes and ia forgotten, but he who forms 
B more elevated opinion of thia transient world, will abhor the 
idea of incesaant labour and working, for which he very often is 
condemned to see and not to enjoy. 

18, 19 "Yea, 1 hated all my labour, which I had taken under 
the sun : because I shall leave it with the man that shall be after 
me." "And vho knoweth whether he shall be a wiae man or a 
fool ? Yet ahalt he have rule over all my labour wherein I have 
laboured, and wherein I have showed myself wise under the sun. 
This is also vanity." TbR sense of these two verses is, " if it 
should enter my mind (hat I should hate all my labour because 
of the reflection that I may leave it all to another, nnd who 
knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool, this is also 
vanity, for as well as my father had toiled and left me that fnr 
which he had laboured, so 1 have a right to toil and leave the 
produce thereof to my sueeossor, and what matters it whether 
be be wise or foolish, as this is hidden from man, and entirely 
under the guidance of providence, and why should I weary my 
mind with such unavailable contemplations, as can lead to no 
result." 

20 " Therefore 1 went about to cause my heart to resign (the 
vexatious idea) aa regards all the labour which I took under the 
sun," Tlic author proceeds to show that he has entirely relin- 
quished the before-mentioned idea of leaving his labour to another, 
whom he does not know. The harbouring of such sentiments, he 

perpetual and useless 

21 "For there is a man whose labour is in wisdom, and in 
knowledge, and in equity; yet to a man that hath not laboured 
therein, shall he leave it for bis portion. This also is vanity nnd 
w. great evil." The upright will no indulge in these melancholy 
and vexatious thoughts — to think what use is my labour? what 
aviiila my toiling? what boots my wisdom ? since the enjoyments 
of my producdons, will, by an irresistible decree of Providence, be 
allotted to one who will neither be wise nor industrious. On the 
contrary, he (the upright] considers all the terrestrial possessions 
and eDJoymenti as transient and unstable ; his eye is continually 
directed to the heavenly reward, which is everlasting. 

22, 23 " For what hath man of all his labour, and of the vex- 
ation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun ? For 
alt his days are sorrows, and hia travail grief : yea, his heart 
laketh not rest in the night : this is also vanity," The author here 
continues to prove the nonentity of all incoporeal enjoyments. 
What benefit has man, says he, from all his possessions 7 What , 
does he take with him to his grave from all his imaginary goods, ' 
for which he so unremittingly slaves under the sun? Do we not 
perceive that all those men who lose si^ht of gaining the favor of 
God and man, of providing for their celestial felicity, but set their 
hearts to accumulate wealth, to hoard up earthly treasures, are 
continually spending their days in grief and vexation? Imagine 
"the sorrows and Iravnil grief " of the nnsatiated hunter after 
earthly estates, imagine bis perpetual disappointments — his con- 
t4nual bent to gain more — and the peace-disturbed uneasiness of 
not losing that which he already possesses ; here he sees robbers 
threaleoing his life on acroant of his opulence, which he is only 
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in'c Ditro 3in3 nion Sop «in':» noo Son n'n'i n-in:i ^b 
'3N 'n«5Ci CTi nr innv ainan T":n njnn n^cnon nwin injn 

nnn has '3ne' 'f'sy-bD-nx '3n 'nxien »- ""■ "> 
CDnn jnv 'ai : nnt? rrn^B' din^ i3n':t«y k'OBTt 
nnn 'noDnE*! 'nbavB' 'Sar^-^ b^t^'i b^o in rrn* 

iSan HT-DJ E?l3En 

□^ivn nr nijra acnts 'jkb- di;:'d 'Sou "js n« HX'se> 
itjae- bn ni dj 'Ui rrrr osnn inr 'oi mvfy '•hao Sa rvivw 
'oh in'jD 'JW 'nSoyi 'nmoc? no a-j •'? n-jni bosji mo 'aitp 
nt Sa '3 b'D3 IK osn Kin dk 'W tnv3 nsD'K 'koi nn« ttiv 
: 'iji ':r >ni3Di 31? itw nt by nposx nah-i iddji nin lai 

'nSoyB* '?Dyn-^3 hv ^aS-nsi i^ah 'jk 'nuDi "3"» 
: c^t?n nnn 

iM! aie-na nhv 'nirn 'n-o hy ^--i '2^7 ns 'iX 'niacJi ^yyQ 
nKto i?K>nD ':ki unnvh -nio nriK iniK n'jKc 'toya 
njKia VD- ba yT\^ nt ^v 3n?n>[? 'oc mttn ':3 Sy nynn natwion 
Kintr no Sd 'ry dhkh ni^'n* dk '-^tv^ noiKo iS b-yv K^i im 
: 'iji D1K c» '3 Kim 'n'fy 'JKt? i03 nenir 

dinS inB'331 nin3i nasna hnvt:? din b" '3 «•=■■ 

: na-i ny-n h^n nrD3 )jhn i32n» u '?ay vhsf 

'?3 ')K "n'.;-ye' 103 p-itvaai 7io3n3 nyi3 iW^' aitt 's tyn'B 
13 hoy K'jtr mK h^ is iboyc Disn 3i::'n'i nosna 'hos 
p iS K3' innK ttas- nts" ta-ocn 10 vhv I'li 13^ ip?n lum 
fio3n3 nyia Kin boy:? rio miDi boy xba tot? i'?t? bron 
btoa K^K ni3T2 'ibn i3'k ntc lysi S'D3 'x- n ni ib-sKi ine'3ai 
TDK'I 13 3V."n" kS 12»T\ 131 nlB- QltPtDl 13 n'"t?n I'by !»» 

npnvi ii-K-aa nryo •n'CTt:' no nsB- 'b jn" Kin i3 int^ n'"t?n 

ncKn nib n'sii 13K1 n'js is-ku- T3t? D"pn D^iy3 'noe-jb ts-oi 

: 'IJI DiKb nin no '3 '? 

Ninc'ia'? ivjfi3i hayhz:: cntth nin-no 'd )"3a"3"« 

-DJ iy:y 0^31 D'2N3a ro'-'^D '3 : B'aen nnn '?ap 

: Nin ':'3n nrnj u*? ^Dty-NS n'?''73 

13b ivy-11 iboy bso i3pb n-a ^bi' noi Dixb nin no -3 jyil^fl 
cTHj-n nnn boy Kinc- monon m3iD U'jya yi'i mio wmt? 
b3 sbiyn ni 'I'lya yri miD'J" cnKC iKin Kbn lasn 131 Kine* 
•liDsb obipn nt 'r:y3 ib3t? i":y bac -o '3 ir:y Djni ti'3iK30.vo» 
nnK n'nnE' no wd: by acno iiw ni*:(3 imbi nvJK 3121^ jm 
D«3iD D'tyyo3i pn iniKO nu-yc nifns3 jvbyn nbiya inio 
nmabi n'oc^ ara nn n'n-i n''i?n pmi nman oy ncife' 
y3L"" Kb (1333 niK ;iDo pijb iboyi imio b3 trnxn dk bax ipuabi 
n'3D] na-10 ni3K D-03 b"n r'oa "31K30 ro" b3 ni3 dik qoa 
nt'iyiaK'Koc noinn ibsca iS "biy niae-no man '3 n:Ki naiD 
tn-l Dna lOK'l D'J^n tJ'KDT D-iniD lb 1X3' KOB- 1K VTininDa 

b3 "w PI'S! lb n^Pi P't3 '131 lae-j inxi napi in»i vnnnD on? 
nDiB-na mioi pDiy aacKb n'-'ba m yiison (i"Dki Vi'i moi? no 
1K1T31 K3 1K1T3 vniiJKa ac'ini tnn 'pvd anatsni snsa !• 
13 131' Dibn3i ip'bc laair-o by i':vyii 33t? t3yo3 3"nKi ibin 
ttht lyi' K^c cs'inKb w:a-^\ nn-on dv ib iiai'i mio no by 
Kj lyor ^DKb ranPi in-a 'iab mT|Ti inn Dvcni ip33i 13 imo 
pool Dibna 'i-y tnh nn'on oi'i "o- laip 'nobn tck ntn DiSrm 
n3i;53 I'anpi 1'J31 la inio i^b:;' a'viK minp' la 'nmop 'be 
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doonied to gourd and not to enjoy ■ there be sees his ships eo- 
tnuted to the fickle fortune of the trenclieroua wikves ; the con- 
tinaal and puuctUiaus examination of his accounts, his anxious 
correapondence, which are accompanied by uueasy dreams ; the 
DUfflcroug ideas wLiich throng theukselves upon hia feverish braia, 
io the vision of which he ma; perhaps he made to behold the 
Tsnity of hia labour, the folly of bis toils, and the useless conso- 
lation of those vho hope for bis death to enjoy the fruits of his 
worlc — nay, they will even hy their deceitful persuasion yet spur 
him on to be still the slave of their passions, and wc will obviously 
perceive the profound wisdom of the preacher, that all, except 
the achievement of our celestial welfare, is vain — thai all who 
think merely of this world, arc fools to themselves, for the same 
lot wbicb has befalleu him who laboured for oihers, wili also be 
that of bis beirs. 

24,25,26 ■•There is nothing better for a man, than that he 
should eat and drink, and that be should make his aoal eujoy 
good ia hia kbour. This also I said, that it vraa from the hands 
of God. For who can eat or who else can liaaten hereunto more 
than I ? For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight, 
wisdom and knowledge, and joy, but to the sinner be giveth 
travail to gather and to heap up, that be may give to him that 
is good before God. This also ia vanity and vesation of spirit. " 

Much has been said and argued both by Hebrew and Heathen 
divines, on volition and free-ageucy. Both, however, after a 
mature deliberation and fair discussion, arrived at the couclusiou 
tb&t everything as regards the happy or unhappy condition of 
mau in this world, from the cradle to the grave, depends eu- 
lirely on the providential decree pronounced over the tnorial at 
the time of hia birth. The fear of God, however, the fulfilment 
of His commandments or the trespassing thereof, they (tlie pbi- 
losophere) again are of one opinion, that God has invested man 
with the power of free-agency, to act after his own will, in order 
that he may, according to his pious or bis wicked deeds, deserve 
■t the time of death to obtain for bis soul which, is a portion of 
God from above, either to feast on the splendour of everlastiug 
glory and life, or to be doomed to the deserved punishment which 
will be the everlasting perdition for bis body and soul, this truth 
is fully borne cmt in Scripture. iVloaes, before bis death, most 
earnestly admonished Israel, "And now, larael, what doth the 
Lord thy God require of thee, hut to fear the Lord thy God, to 
walk in all bis ways, and to love bim, and to serve the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul." (Deut. x. 1 2.) By 
which he plainly shows, that the everlasting felicity and perdi- 
tion depends entirely on man's oivn actions and choice. The 
Prophet Jeremiah alao aaya : " Out of the mouth of the Most 
High Ciod prncecdeth not evil (viz., deeds of man) and good," 
(Lament, iii. 38). The veree of the Psalm "concerning the 
works of man depend* from the word of thy lips, but I have 
kept me from the paths of the wicked," (xrii. ■!) is thus most 
aptly explained by our sages, (o. b. m,). Thus said David: 
" Lord of the universe, all the dteds of man from the time of 
bia birth to hia last moment, are ordained by the decree of thy 
lipa ; for it ia thy wise providence which pronounces man to be 
either wise or foolish, feeble or strong, Sec, hut as regards tnr, 1 
hafe kept me from the way of the aggressor, that ia to say, I 
felt the power with which God has been pleased to iuveat me, to 
choose either good or evil, and I availed myself of the choice of 
life, as we read, " I have set before you life and death, blessing 
and cursing: therefore choose life. , . " (Dent, xxx, 19). The 
unrivalled divine and philosopher, Maimonidcs, in his eight 
introductory chapter to the Ethics of the fathers, corroborates 
this opinion, for after a long argument on this important subject, 
be concludes : " the pith of thia subject is thus, that free will 
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D"n N'n 01^3 nn'onti' nn-in uncs vxhn -h d'tdiki bn hie 
iniD ■yn» on iwi arm tiDD nai'i -\\v mo'iy na ni3 v^ie nDK'i 
venrbi h ^an ni di nbnp tdk nni mioi Van itoi uidd Sa lan'i 
iniD' viffjv yi 12 I'roy kSe* hod I'Bnr inp'i niD' Kins? ids 'd 
: in imo et'jt? p:iot3 nnnK icnn 

-riN nNini nnt^i bDN'E' ansa 3m-;*N -"= ^*= ""= 
D'n'?xn TO 'D ':x 'n\si ht-qj I'^nya aits ie^bj 
DitsE' DnN^ 'a I'Mo pn ti'irr '»i hyA" '»'d :N'n 
^jiDN^ py jn: xtsin'^i nnatj^ nini noan \r\i vasS 
niini ^an nt-cj D'nSxn -:,ih aits'? nnS cnaa^i 
:nn 

niDiKPi 'oariDi Skx" 'DSHD D^ij! '^nj nc3 iDK'l nm^K wi 
T2 rrniK n"^'n n':ne' nTnan j'jjia nsrnTpnbp noy ' 
nira cnttn hy •ytay no mi? vsn nvrh it« pnx rwnh qm mKn 
in n&iu^ jn jn'? jn aitsS p o'jiiin pati i>:j;n iniD or njf iVMC 
-13 n-n- i'?iD ' ■«! im'X' niK'3 n-'c n 1':b iid'B' no bn '3ivii 
n"3n ^Bi^? m i-nixo Di'pi r-pno ihkti D'3it3 D'Limo pn 
narnt? na nerE? no im-nna mttn Tn iS« a^3^^ ntt Ji'^^n 
nrv OK D"nw.T D"nn iiKn •\\»h ^oq m^ p^n (cnc ini3t?3 
DT inotPJi 13(U 1B1J ^^an' isisn ncr th dk -|Dn^i n'-cn iin 
fT'E-n "DO n-iina nino trii moo no vycahis^n isno nnwx 
nvryh D« '3 lovo h»\tf 'n no bsnc" nnjn it'v '■■bkp onmi 
«'3in ID.* pi iTa lasm ^r:v h^ ias iriTnaa nwr dm -3 'Ui 
iC'TD TTai aioni mvnn v.in n"? iv'?p -dd U' • 'd"kp ns-bt) rroT 
ima □■»* ni^ivB^ f' iioiq □•'snna n'^om C'o S-r n'oan 
uv IV 1X13!? njJiPD D^K^ mbpD Sa sny^ai m tdk 'ui t^bp 
DM ^'03 i« [33n DN v^y iiu finwt? no Tnat? nana on iniD 
i"na I'jto 'CT) i"n "D'3 ifl TriBB' nana San 'iji e6n dk -iiaj 
':dd v'is I"!^ f^' P'"'* n"ni«? i""-i3 nimx 'mot? •:!« Saw 
•jinJ n«T I'S 'B'Kponaiimina aina vyt "ra m-nan nw nninj? 
oa-oin c-oai D'-na mnai idki aion nxi D"nn n« Dvn TJsb 
E"t? "BTW inaia r^w m-nan i':ya rrBa ibc d'pib njoca h"\ 
caisn Ta nini mman^- inai ip'ui (jid S^ maia 'ut? tsvp 
'D'3 laSDi Di«n '3':y ikci iBnS iR n'tTi 'j'va aicn nitTji 
: n'fn Ta ^an DSmn nia vn 

D'ainaa ^"D nofiB' iSon n:i3 'mi u-iowc no '"By lys'? n^ni 
von to^ nyi jot SaS aina ny 'I3i Dixa aio j'*' ''"'O ''^^ 
nstini nnyi t^axt? Disa 3id i'« iiiaiK mi '«i D'o^n ta nnn 
nstariDi ni.T ^'nn nx 'b nm t DXiyi -na tdwi iSDy3 aio loxy 
noK'ian j'-a jjynii nnt^i biaw is"t? "vo '33 it;"!? idini rania 
DViyi '033 nain iioo fH?iy 'jx ino niSa icn ':'Ki tr-o: ns 
nD3n3 'JN Tfvn '3 'i3i 'na idikc nyi iS c «S dikh ,it 'T 
nyo '3 IT DXiyi inao «Si onw nst D"n!)Mri n>o '3 njvSyn 
•D '3 nr Sy nn3in "Dxya '3(( n'snni n'-c-n vi)y nu ^^ ini'S' 
ni ^3 nier? Saui nam 'nosn 'jr!:' 'idd pn t?in' 'o ik »«' 
dvSd3 -irhe nnt? n-TJ'no dk '3 'Ta nt ^y mia' j'« Sax 
'B'sp 'K D'aSoi'my-oa tddd I'f'S vSy d'-ici 0'37d nain o'Sam 
yiT 'S n'nt? amni tioan 3ni x^ym 'in noSe-S DnS '.ti ct' 
t;npBn n'3 'n'W "i!r»t3 'sop -inv int n-n' -o k-itb 'ioo cm' 'oi 
nSw "t DXiyi 'na 'moK kS n"'BKi D'oyio D-o-a t'E'VE' no Sai 
iH'a 'D"Kpi 'K nna ^n C'oa ni 'S n'n n-nSitn to loix '3it 
■131 -i"3d'7d liaam x'lyni 'i:i n^nin 'n T? 'ui ^n n:< in Tia'i 
i:ij'3n TC'K nin iioon » iJ-nStt 'n 'iji nS lina htoi Ssn ^DD -a 
u'jy '3 oinn yT ntS'i3iS3nnSiKin-iTD"iEnp ai?S n'snSnuaS 
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was given to man to embrace a way which displeases or plcasea 
God, but every other fate of man in this sublunary world is en- 
tirely in the hand of God." 

This I humbly conceive to be the import of the three verses 
in question. Tile Preacher iiitends to expose the fallacy of those 
presumptuous persona, who in the pride of their heart arrogate 
the possession of all their earthly estates to their own power 
and wisdom. He intends to lay open the folly of those who 
indulge in every profligacy and levity. The wise king, therefore, 
aays : " it U not good fur man to eat and drink, and that be should 
make his soul enjay good in bis labour." HeinoBtempbalically 
impresses upon our miud, that which he (Solomon) has expe- 
rienced by his heavenly wisdom, viz., that all the enjoyments and 
earthly fortunes of man come directly from God. "This also 1 
saw, that it was from the hand of God." Tl)e author himself 
intends to precede us with his noble example, in saying ; "For 
who can eat, or be more ready and active than 1? My table 
was daily surrounded by kin^ and princes, (vide 2 King!>^ which 
very materially augmented the expense of the court. Who was 
ever more ready in the building of the house of God, which, 
great as it was, I have completed in a very short time ? And 
yet did 1 not forget myself in the pride of my heart, to say my 
migbt and the strength of my hand has done all this. On the 
contrary, 1 loudly proclaimed in the presence of Israel, that it 
was by the unerring and never-failing guidance and direction of 
God that I have achieved all this." (compare I Chron. sxii.) 
Heuce we aee that man stands under the immediate providence 
of God, aa regards his sublunary fate, except that of being good 
or wicked, which again depends utterly on his (man's) own 
free will. For wise and profound, though hidden from us, are 
the decrees of God. To Lim all the recesses of the heart lay 
unfolded. And for this reason the wise Creator very often dooms 
the sinner to toil and plod, to amass Lreasures, which he himself 
dure not enjoy — to provide it for one whose actions are pleasing 
to God, as we read: "He (the wicked) may prepare, but the just 
shiJI put it on." (Job xxvii. 170 And to such persons it is 
that our wise author alludes in his saying: "Kven this is vanity 
and vexation of spirit," viz., to be sentenced to everlasting 
slavery, and not to enjoy the fruit of his labour. 

Chap. III. 1 "To every thing there is a seaaon, and a dine to 
every purpose under the heaven." 

Here the preacher further refutes the fallacious idea of those 
presumptuous persons who attribute all their terrestrial fortuues 
to their own might and wisdom. He clearly shows them the 
vanity and foUy of arrogance. Everything which God has 
created under the eun, the aathor says, we perceive now in the 
strength of their existence, and soon after we see them decaying, 
and speedily approaching their dissolution. For instance, 
man, now we may see him in his full vigour, flourishing 
and blooming, butio! a moment has scarcely passed over his 
bead, and he is snatched awny by the implacable hand of death, 
or we see his beauty vanished, and his very existence shattered. 
To day we see man living in splendour and opulence, and ere 
morning we see him, by some unforeseen mishap, plunged into 
misery and wretchedness. 

"For exiatence and annihilation are subsequent to each 
other." To know, however, the exact time of the occurrence 
of those vicissitudes is beyond theknowledgeof man, as expressed 
by our author, " For man also knowetb not his time." 

■2 " A time to be bom, and a time to die ; a time to plant, 
and a time to pluck up that which is planted." By the twenty- 
ei!;hl expressions of tne word time, wliich occur in the following 
eight verses, and which, by a close investigation, we shall perceive 
to contain the description of the respective three terrestrial regions: 
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*!£., the animal, vegetoble, and mineral, the author intends to 
iroprcHs upon our mind the truth of his preceding argument, 
nunely, that every thiug oa earth, its existence or annihilation, 
depends utterly upon the immediate decree of God, except man, 
who was peculiarly blessed and favored by God with the power 
of TolitioD. He, therefore, coiumeucea with the phrase, " It is a 
time to be boru," indicating that man, though he was endowed 
by God with aa immortal soul, as said in holy writ: " And the 
Starnal God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into bis nostrils the breath of life ; and mao became a living 
Boul," (Genesis ii. 7) yet was he by the same Creator doomed to 
die. It is a time (o plant trees, &c., which indeed depends solely 
Qpon the free will of man —and there is a season to unroot those 
plants, when God thinks proper to visit them with blasting or 
mildew, and we see trees, &c., deracinated by the very hands 
that planted them, and substitute others in their places. 

S " A time to kiss, and a time to heal ; a time to break down, 
U)d a time to build up." 

There is a season, continues our author, to inflict the rigour 
of the law on him, who, by his own free actions has rendered 
himself culpable of capiial punishment, and there is again "a 
■eason to heal " even those whom human science considered past 
recorery, but we see them restored to health by the merciful 
decree of wise providence. " A time to break down," that is to 
■ay, it is in the power of man to break through a fence or a wall 
to facilitate his communications with others, and there is "a time 
to build up" those places which for a considerable Ume laid 
waste and desolate, but by the Divine will are now ordered to be 
rebuilt and become the palaces of princes. 

4 "A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, 
and a time to dance." The Preacher here pursues the thread of hia 
argument, saying : " There ia a time to weep," &c., those who are 
visited by calamities or incurred losses, have it cutu-ely in their 
power to bewail and lament their misfortunes, and there is a time when by a special decree of Providence, their fate ia one of hap- 
piness and felicity. There ia a time lo mourn at the death of a parent, or an afl'ectionate relative, and "there isatime to dance," 
upon certain joyful events with which man is blessed, by the merciful will of heaven, 

5 " A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather them together ; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing.'' 
We are obliged to remove those atones which lay scattered in the public streets, and which may injure paasengers and prevent 

tittffic, or slouca which are left from certain edifices, are very often cast away by their owners as useless, and tbere is again a 
period wheo the fate of those nejtlected materials are to be gathered together, and used as the corner stones of splendid 
palaces, as sung by the Royal Psalmist: " The stone which the builder despised, has become the head-stone of the corner." 
(Paalm cxviii, ■J2.) " There is a time to embrace," viz., his wife, family, relatives, or friends j and there is " a time to refrain 
from embracing," when prevented by sickness, or any other cause. 

6 *' A time to get, and a time to lose ; a time to keep, and a time to cast away." 

We see man, very often by hia own free actions, strive to accumulate wealth by commerce or handicraft, " and there is a 
time to lose," viz.. when his planet is to be visited with some severe mishap, or incur a loss, which nevertheless very often 
tends lo save him from some greater, unknown, and pending evil. *'A time to keep," for instance, grain, or any other 
fruit in store-houses, and tliere is a time to clear those very places where the stores were kept, viz., when it pleased God 
by some hidden reason to cause them to decay, we then clear the place in order to make room for better fruit. 

7 " A time to rend and a time to sew ; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak." 

There ia a period when man is obliged to rend his garment as Jacob did, when he heard the evil tidings of his son Joseph, 
"and there ia a time to sew." viz., when it pleases God to convert our mourning into joy, as was the ease with Mordecai. 
"There is a time to keep silence," when man happens to be in a circle of learned men, who are his superiors in wisdom and 
knowledge, he will then surely gnard hia tongue, in order thai he may not betray his inferiority, as the wise Preacher says : 
" Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, ia counted wise," (Prov. ivii. 28) and " there ia a time to speak," when it pleases God 
to bestow on him knowledge, wisdom, and understanding, as to enable him to be the spokesman in great assemblies, when hia 
worda are listened to with eagerness and avidity. 8 "A time to love, and a time to hate ; a time of war, and a time of peace." 

The sense of this verse is thus : We are in duty bound to love all mankind without distinction, and much more so our 
friends and those who seek our welfare, but there is a time to hate, viz., when our friends turn from the ways af God, so as to 
become wicked and pervert ; the Almighty, in hia infinite wisdom and mercy, Inclines our hearts to keep aloof fro m4.h at dan- 
gerous society, and onr former love towards ihem is turned into indifference, if not into hatred. " A time of war." We often 
behold a powerful nation, and its mighty king, who, in the arrogance and presumption of their hearts, wage war againstother 
aations, who they consider weaker than themselves, hut, concludes our Royal Preacher, "there is a time of peace," for the 
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o loves peace, girds the feeble with strength and power, 
and tranquility is the portion of all. 
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A COMMENTARY ON ECCLESIASTES. ( 20 ) 

that wherein he la- 



9 " ^Vhat profit hath he that worketh 
bouretli?" 

The author now speaks of those would-be philosophers, who 
boast of penetrating with their uaderaCandiug into tbel works of 
God, why He has aubjected the fate of all that la created under 
the aun to the rule of the planeta, and they ask, what profit hath 
a man who toils day and night, if it happens thai his destiny ia 
against him, and destroys all his work, or if a man in the bloom 
of life is cut off by the hand of death suddenly T and they further 
aak, " Why was man created if his labour, in thia world, is to be 
of no avail?" 

10, 11 "I have seen the travail which God hath given to the 
son of men to be eiercised in it. He hath made every thing 
beautiful in hia time : also he hath set the world in their heart, 
so that no man can 6ad out the work that God maketb from the 
beginniug to the end," 1 saw.in my wisdom, says the wise man, 
in reply to the above question, that the course of God's having 
subjected the life and affairs of the son's of man, in this world, to 
the influence of time, and the rule of the planets was, that man 
should be exercised therein, as it is likely, that by his being 
occupied by the suffering of troubles and disasters, that his soul 
may thereby be prepared for future life, for God hath made every 
thing in its time ; and hath also placed the world in their hearts, 
namely, that they ehould be continually labouring in the culti- 
vation of their febcityi and should it be asked, what is the use of 
their labour, where the result ia subject to the governing of the 
planets, and all the good may be turned into evil by the intlnence 
of the time, 1 answer, that God hath made all in its proper time, 
and purposely sends bira trouble and affliction, lest he should 
place too much reliance on his work, and boast, " my power and 
the strength of my hand got me all this fortune," without finding 
that God has made everything from the beginning to the end. 
He will then return to God, and trust in Him, and He will hare 
compassion on him, for it is in His power to change the time for 
the better, aa all emanates from him. Man, however, as long as 
he is immersed in the affairs of this physical world, cannot reach 
to the height of understanding, to know and to enter into the 
nature of God's works ; men should therefore trust in God, and 
feel satisfied that all which He made in this world is all good in 
its time, for the prospcnty of his creatures, for all good proceeds 
from Heaven. 

12, "I know that there ia no good in them, but for a man to 
rejoice and do good in bis life." When I searched myself into 
the Bifairs of the sons of man in this world, to ascertain what 
would be good for man here and hereafter, 1 found that it is to 
rejoice in every thing that occurs to him in thia world, be it for 
good or for evil, he must receive it with joy and gladness of 
heart, and as man rejoices and thanks God if anything good 
happena to him, so must he, if evil befals him, praise and acknow- 
ledge God, as the Psalmist says : " In God I will praise his word," 
(Psalm hi. 4) and again in the same chapter, ». si., he saya, "In 
God will I praise his word." In the Hebrew text, we find in v. 
iv. the term D'n^tO in the judge, (n'ri^N being the attribute of 
justice) anil ia v. x'l., it saya "3, being the attribute of mercy, 
indicating that the pious Psalmist nlway praised the word or 
command of God, whether it was the exeanlion of judgment, or 
the granting of mercy. And if the Almighty sees that all men 
rejoice and acknowledge Him —He, in whose power it is to change 
the course of the planets, alters the evil destination to good in 
this world, and aUo prepares him for the future, by obedience to 
his laws and enactments. 

13, "And also that every man should eat and drink and enjoy 
the good of all hia labour, it ia the gift of God." I will prove 
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Htya the Rutbor, that God loves those who enjoy in mode- 
the boUDties of nature, those who perceive the lovii)g. 
ss of God even tn this viaitstion, and are ready to praise 
as God in every cireumHtance of hfe. Those truly pioos 
ill took on their happiness as a gift of Ood, and their 
gs they «iU ascribe to their iniquities. Nay, they will even 

the visitation of God with joy, as is said io holy writ, 
Ivii. 1., "Because thou serredat the Lord thy God witli 
esa. and with gladness of heart, for abundance of all 

' I know that whatsoever God doeth jt shall be for eyer : 
thing can be put to it, nor anything taken from it ; and 
leth it that man should fear before him." The question 
I doubt, be asked how it is possible for man to rejoice and 

when affliction and trouble bcfal hira? To which the 
replies, that since whatever God doeth in the world is not 
tower of man to alter, either to add or to diminish from it; 
en should a man complain and weep, abst.iin from eating 
nking, and lenve that which be has toiled for unto others, 
;h he botli undcnnines his physical and spiritual bappiuess 
Jig against the decrees of a wise Creator. Tell nie, sou of 
lys the Royal Preacher, has thy reasoning on past cvculs 
rerto avert the threatening eviU Surely not, all our think- 
l reflecting are of no avail. Should we, however, be in- 
to ask. Why has God, "who is good and cofnpaasinate to 
ought on ua mortnla these troubles T my answer is that 
doeth it in order that maa should fear before Him," so 

troubles come upon man, he should confess his sins and 
G Lord, and return from his transgressions, and say, ray 
iijuities have caused me this trouble ; the Lord is just, and 
Igments are upright. By this confession his soul will 
reriasting life. If ibe Lord brought no troubles on mnn- 
bey would not fear him, as the Psalmist says : " Their fat 
losses their mouths, they speak in pride, our hand is lifted 

Lord hath not wrought all tliis." Therefore, hath Ood 
e cvd unto the world, that men should fear before him- 
'That which is to be hath alreadybeen, and God requireth 
lich is passed." Thus it is rendered in the English autho- 
;rsion, from which, however, 1 deviate, and the latter part 
n "and God seeks him who is persecuted." The author 
again to hie former argument, " What profit is the toil of 
He replies, since thou knowest that all which God doeth 

be altered, and that man has not the power to add or to 
ih therefrom, we must arrive at the conelusloa that God 
ne it so that man should fear before him. As regards the 
f this reason, the Preacher refers us to the pages of history, 
ly father and he will tell thee," ihe generations before thee 
ianed, that which exists was before their time, and that 
will be after thee has already existed at the creation ; " for 
s nothing new under the sun." and that man who imagines 
i can add anything to tlie work of God, as by him decreed 
creation, labours in vain; for whatever it pleases Providence 
ig on man, be his fate poverty or humbleness, yet he ia 
to fear Ood and keep bis commandments ; know, says the 
er," that God seeketb him who is pursued," that is to say, 
1 he i* persecuted in this world, he is still sure that God 
ward his soul in futurity ; nay, ultimately God will pro- 
e persecuted in this world, oa sung by the inspired Psalmist, 
hall ctdi upon me. and I will answer him: i ^nll be with him 
ible," (Ps.xci. la) ; and as Isaiah says, "For thus saycth 
gh and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is 

dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a 
e and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and 
ve the contrite one" (U. 15). Hence we see the prophetic 
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132- in'i rmya I'smn ns irpy inn Sbci K3n oy n'n* n'-B-nt? 
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promise of protecting tbe humble and contrite of spirit, though 
pursued in this vorld, God will ultioiatelv call to judgment 
those who presume to throw His bolts, and scntter oppression 
amongst his fellow crentiirea. For God will surely put a stop to 
such Tiolence and take the weak under his sheltering power, 
as said by the prophet Isaiah : "I create the utterance of the 
lipa. Peace, peace to him who is afar off, and to liim that is 
near, says the Lord." Alluding to this and the future world, 
"And I will heal him, and pursue those who pursue thee." 

10, "And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, 
that wickedness was there, and the place of righteousness, that 
iniquity was there." Although we are enjoined to ahjdc by the 
jadgment of God, it by no means follows that we are equally to 
abide by the judgment of man, when impartial consideration con- 
vinces us that wickedness and corruption have taken root in the 
seat of mortal judges ; if it he against ourselves, we are justified 
by every legitimate means to upset the wicked decision; and if it 
be against our fellow creatures, we are bound by the ties of bii- 
maiiily, as well as the bonds of society, to afford protection and 
redress to him who thus suffers from oppressiou. 

In our version, Solomon repudiates the judges, who, in the 
latter part of his reign received their appoiiitments from those 
kings, who, in former times were his vassals, but now, had 
thrown off their allegiance. These judges were open to bribery ; 
justice became a merchandize. The highest bidder could pur- 
chase it at bis convenience. The consequences of such a cor- 
rupted state of tlunge were manifest. Innocence groaned under 
the oppression of the public ministers, and guilt escaped uo- 
punished. This state of corruption Solomon ceusnrea in these 

17i "I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and 
the wicked ; for there is a time there for every purpose, and for 
every work." Should our endeavours to obtain justice and redress, 
either for ourselves or for our fellow-man, fail and be frustrated 
by the cunning devices of the oppressors and their powerful in- 
fluence, we must by no means despair of ultimate judgment ; 
though it may for a time be retarded, we are assured that there 
is a time for every purpose and for every work— that time may 
not yet have arrived, but it is sure to follow sooner or later. But 
it is impossible for the human mind to tell when that time wiU 
arrive, and why that judgment is dclnyed by the heavenly judge, 
tu whose wisdom we must place implicit confidence, and who 
alone knows best when the judgment of the righteous and of the 
wicked will he fnliilled. Should that judgment he not forth- 
coming in this world, we ought to remember that there is a 
future state where and when the full measure of justice will he 
meted out. That this is the inference of this passage, we may 
prove by the word there, (for there is a time l/ifre, &c.), indi- 
cating thai if we do not perceive the Divine retribution follow 
upon tbe heels of wickedness here in tliis world, it is sure to 
take place there inthefuiure. The why and wherefore, however. 
of Divine retribution often following immediately in this world, 
and often being deferred to the future, is hidden from our ebort- 
^'igbted minds, and is one of those secret things which are unto 
ihee. Lord our God. 

1 8, 19, 20 " I said in mine heart, concerning the estate of the 
sons of man, that God might manifest them, and tbat they miglit 
sec that they themselves are beasts." ■' For that which befalleth 
the sons of men, befullelh tbe beasts ; even one thing befalleth 
them : as Uie one dieth. so dieth the other ; yea, they have all 
one breath ; so tliat a man hatii no pre-eminence above a beast: 
for all is vanity. All go unto one place, all are of one, &c." 

To arrire at the proper sense of this passage, it is necessary to 
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take the above veraea ia connection. We mmt, howeye', at once 
eiprees our dissention from the English authorised TcrsioD, whicb 
renders mm h'J " concerning tie ealate," a rendering which ia 
as incompatible with the etymological term tM21, as it ia with 
the sense of the contcit. We take the word from I?'! to apeak, 
and in its present form denotes idle talk or fooUsh speaking. Tlie 
following is the sense of the paaaage. We often perceive, as we 
Btated before, that the wicked prosper in their corruption, whilst 
Uie innocent suffer, nor do we perceive that justice ia done in this 
world. Our belief, however, is on the ultimate retribution of the 
day of judgment. The infidel, however, says: "if it were true 
that special providence watches over the deeds of nian, God 
might manifest ihem at once, and thus prove that His providence 
exercises jnstice." They therefore talk and agree, that there is no 
special providence, that the events of the world are acddcDtal, 
>ud the conseqaences of blind chance. They moreover assert 
that everything censes with our life ; that there is no difference 
between roan and beast, that as the death of the beast terminates 
ita fate and existence, and no judgment follows e^ death, so 
everything ceases with the death of mnni they deny man any 
pre-eminence over the beast, their maxim is " eat and drink, for to- 
morrow we must die." They deny the immortality of the soul, but 
maintain that the body of man goes unto dust like that of the beast, 
they flatter themsElvea with the vain imagination that there can 
be no divine judgment in a future slate, that they may thus gra- 
tiiy their mercenary and sensual cravings with impunity. On 
earth they, therefore, usurp the power of justice, and if their supe- 
riority of wealth, birth, and other circumstances permit them to 
persecute the defenceless, and to oppress the unprotected, they 
consider themselves out of the reach of any higher power which 
might call them to an account for their corrupt and selfish doings. 
'Diua King Solomon, in the last two versea, 19 and 20, does not, 
as it would appear, from the authorised version, state bis own 
opinion, but quote* the argument or talk of those sons of men 
who pacify tlieir corrupt conscience by the belief that there is no 
ulterior judgment, inasmuch as everything ceases with our lives. 
But, replied the Preacher: — 

21, "Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and 
the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?" 
These materialists know nothing of the spirit of man and its 

Seculiar distinction from that of the beast ; whilst the latter goes 
Dwnwards to the earth like the body, the former goes upward, 
from whence it came,and there it is judged according to the deeds 
and thoughts wliieb it prompted during life in the body. The 
peculiar distiocticu and pre-eminence of man over the beast is 
indeed indicated by the very bearing of man which ia upward 
and erect, to that of the beast which is downward, and stooping 
toward the earth. With the extinction of life in the beast, ceases 
indeed its fate and its existence ; it is not made amenable for its 
inToluntary and instinctive habits, whilst man endowed with a 
heavenly soul and a knowledge to dlatiuguisb good from evil, is 
a responsible agent, and has to account on a future day, for every 
thing and every action in this world. We may, therefore, 
firmly tmst that if Divine retribution has not been manifested 
here, it will surely he dealt out hereatter. 

22, "Wherefore I perceived that there is nothing better, than 
that a man should rejoice in his own work ; for that is his por- 
tion, for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him." 

The preacher now winds up the argument of the question as to 
our abiding by the Divine judgment, and to reconcile the apparent 
contradiction in the ruling of providence, which often favonra 
corruption, and ill-rewards innocence. If we once firmly believe 
in ultimate justice, we cannot murmur at the chastisement which 
we ourselves and our fellow-men receive in this world, as the 
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solution of bU qacBtions will be foll^ giTen at a future time. 
Meanwhile, we may, and ought to rejoice io Ihe gond portion 
sllotted to U8 in thia world, when we have earned aiid deaerred 
it by industry and labour, and not acquired it by corruption and 
wickedness ; whilst the prOHperity of the wicked or the odversity 
of the righteous is but temporary, and will receive its due reward 
ID fnture life. The cauae of its postponement is, however, con- 
cealed from us, and known alone to Him who Uiacerns better than 
we can, what is good or evil for us. 

IV., 1 " So 1 returned and connidered all the oppresaionB that 
are done under the aun : and beheld the tears of such as were 
oppressed, and they had no comforter ; and on the side of iheir 
oppressors there was power ; but they had no comforter." 

The author here gives vent to his just lamentation at the cor- 
rupt atate of society, which frequenUy permits the oppressor to 
follow his vicious course with impunity, and allows the sufferer 
to die heart-broken. Instances of lliis description are by no 
means rare, even at the preaent state of civilisation. We often 
ahrink back from grappling with the question of justice, when 
the oppressor is favored by birth, wealth, and ofBce. We shut 
our eyes to the injustice openly perpetrated, and shrug our 
should era with the pacifying remark: " What can we do?" It 
is true, that in this very refined age, the moat gigantic efforts to 
obtain redress are fruitless, where wealth and power, supported 
by all the machinery which canning and perjury supply, defeat 
the ends of justice; and the very laws framed by wise legialators, 
are often misconstrued and perverted, thereby depriving Ihe op- 
presaed of redress, and screening the delinquent from punishment. 
Thus the tears of the oppressed continue to flow without inter- 
mission, and there is no human comforter to condole with the per- 
secuted. There is but one consolation that justice will ultimately 
follow. It is lamentable, however, when it is in human power 
to exercise judgment, that such should be retarded. On eonsi- 
deratiou of tlus deplorable state of society, the wise Preacher 
exclaims : 

2, "Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead, more 
than the living, which are yet aUve." 

As in such coses as above quoted, justice can only be hoped 
for in a future state, the preacher justly praises the fate of the 
dead, more than that of the living, as the former are already ^one 
to that world where there is neither corruption or vice, but where 
pure justice prevails, whilst the latter have yet Io undergo the 
ordeal of corrupt judgment and wicked procedure. 

3, "Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet 
been, who hath not seen the evil work that is done under the 

On consideration of the great oppression and unjust persecution 
often exercised by the powerful o»er the weak, the preacher 
justly observes that happy ia he who has not lived, to witness 
these scenes of misery and vice, when bribery and perjury 
broadly stalk through the innd, where innocence must hide itself. 
Uappier still than the dead who have lived to witness such scenes, 
are those who have not yet lived, and not been eye-witnesses to 
the flowing of tears, to misery without a comforter. 

4, "Again, I considered all travail, and every right work, 
that for this a man is envied by his neighbours. This is also 
vanity and vexation of spirit." The author traces much of the 
distress and misery in the world to envy and unsupported vanity 
and ambition. Envy is, no doubt, the source of the great evil 
which prevails. It is that which leads a poor man frequently to 
vie with lib more fortunate neighbour in the procurement of 
luxuries which his means do not permit him to obtain honestly, 
and he precipitately spends all that he has, and even borrows 
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money and pledges goods in order to purchase those articles for 
which there is no necessity, but merely out of envy, because he 
tees hia neighbour, vho is able to purchase them, enjoying theae 
luxuries. The snme feeling of cury prevails among the middle 
daasea of society, and rivalry among the wealtliy, where thoae of 
smaller means always eovy their wealthier frienaH, and aspire to 
the same outward show, to the same honor and the same pomp- 
oua bearing, though they have not the wherewith to support 
them. The consequences generally are pecuniary embarrass- 
menta, inaolvencies, and bankruptcies, and often "the veiation of 
spirit," aa the Royal Preacher justly terms it, leads to disease 
and aickness, and frequently to an untimely denth. Many have 
fallen victims to these feelings of envy of various descriptions. 
The envy of honor, aspiring to office or power, if unsupported 
by abilities, is also a most destructive vexation of spirit. A Tal' 
mudical aayiug " that the more a man pursues honor, the mon 
honor runs away from him." Our bible history shows ho« 
onr great leaders have rather avoided honor and power, thau 
puncd it. Moaes reluctantly accepted the important mi 
the Egyptian king, not conaidering himaelf capable of perfonniug 
it, until the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, and 
be was compelled to accept it. (Ciod. iv. 14). Saul, the Ring 
of larael, also, on being informed by Samuel the Prophet, that 
he had come to anoint him king, hid himself behiud the vesacla. 
(I Samuel, x. 22), There is no doubt a certain amount of am- 
bition end aspiration for honor and power indispenaahle to 
stimulate man to the exerciseofatl that is great and good in this 
world ; there is do doubt more virtue and good produced from 
thia impulse than from the same source of the love of virtue ; 
ambition has no doubt been the main spring which initiated 
moat of the great meu in the various branches of worldly 
eellqnce that bistory records : hut like all other virtues its 
treme is baneful and destructive. Ambition, without abilities to 
cmny out its prospects, degenerates into envy, and that vexation 
of spirit which is the cause of so much evil. 

5, "The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth hia own 
fiesh," However reprehenaible and baneful envy and unsup- 
ported ambition are, still more baneful is the other extreme 
pursued by the fool who holds his hands in idleness, and makes 
Doeffbrttoexercisehis physical ormenlfti power, timidly shrinking 
from every work as iusoffieicnt to undertake it, and thus falling 
isto the abyss of poverty and misery, what is graphically called 
" eating his own flesh," not employing his mind to acquire more 
means tlian he already possesses, he indolently lives upon his 
KAOurces, which not accumulating, naturally diminish daily, till 
■t last he cats his own flesh, decline aud consumption devouring 
hia reduced frame, and carrying him to the door of death, 

6, " Better is an handful with quietness, than both the bands 
full with travail and vexation of spirit." The author proceeds 
to reconsider the other extreme "envy," and an insatiable dis- 
poaition which we frequently observe in people, who, although 
having both their hands fall, are not contented at the poaaessing 
enough, and more than they require, yet their avaricious cravings 
are never satisfied. They are continnally in trouble from vexation 
and envy of their neighbour, who possesses more wealth. Such 
men are naturally the most contemptible and pitiful on earth. 
The preacher justly refers to these meu with noth bands full, 
the contented man who has hut one hand full, but knows how 
to enjoy it, and tastea the comforts of life, to which his means 
allow him to aspire. Whilst the envious are always at work and 
their ambitious minds never rest, the contented man calmly enjoys 
the time set apart for rest, yet doea not neglect the hours of 
labour and work. 
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8, " Then t retarned, and mw vanity under the 
le alone and there U not a second ; yea, he hath neithei 
child nor bratlier : yet there is no end of all hia labours ; neither 

I his eye satiatied with riclieH '" for whom do I labour, and be- 
reave my aoul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore 
travail," 

The Royal Preacher having on the one hand coodenmed indo- 
lence and idleness as the source of poverty and misery, equally 
denounces, on the other hand, avariciouitncss and an unlimited 
appetite for the acqairemcnt and accumulation of worldly trea- 
Burea. Both are alike pernicious to the thriving of our worldly 
and heavenly estates. Both are opposed to the purpose for 
which man was placed on earth : and ore equally desrnictive to 
human happiness here and hereafter. The striving after worldly 
treasures, even if carried beyond the golden medium, is pardon- 
able in one who is the fattier of maiy children, for whom be 

ndeavours to provide after his demise, or in one who has bro- 
thers and sisters without means, and who from motives of com- 
passion for his relatives, aspires to wealth, in order to li-avethem 
some property after hia death. Bui there is no excuse what- 
ever for atari ciousnesH and excessive striving for wealth, in a 
n, who has neither children for whom he is bound to provide, 
nor brother who requirfs his assistance. Such avariciousness 
is justly condemned as great travail and leading to vc.\atioa of 

9, " Two are better than one ; because they have a good re- 
ward for their labour." This doctrine is in accordance with the 
primitive laws of creation. And the Lord said " it is not good 
that man shall be alune, I will make him a helpmate to meet 
him." (Gen. ij 18). Isaiah also aaya : (xlv. 18) "Fortlms 
saith the Lord that created the heavens ; God himself that framed 
the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not 
in naiit, he formed it to be inhabited." Although in many in- 
stances the blessings of matrimony are blighted by untoward 
circumi lances, yet it is one of the sacred laws upon which so- 
ciety is based, that as soon as we find otirsi'lves in a condition 
to maintain a family, we should marry, and with the joint 
dostry and economy, which a good marriage promisesondensu 
we leave the rest to liim who commanded iis for the mainteui 
and the observance of society, to discharge the duties of 
matrimony, as faithfully as we are bound to perform o 
other duties in the social world. 

10, " For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow ; hut w 
to him that ia alone when he falleth ; for he hath not anotli 
to help him up," The benefitB of matrimony are particularly 
felt wheu we are visited by sickness or disease, or itny other 
cnlamity. The conaoting efforts of a wife are then of the utmost 
efficacy, tending to sooth grief and allay pain. In many instances 
the careful attention of a wife to her husband, when stretched 
on the bed of sickness, have been known to restore the health, 
or at least to contribute greatly to hia recovery. 

11, "Again, if two lie together, then they have heat, but how 
can one he warm alone ? " 

It is a vain boast of man, however much he may be favored by 
fortune, that he can dispense with the assistance of s helpmate. 
There are vicissitudes in hfe. in which he will be convinced of 
his niter helplessness, and be thankful for that aid which per- 
haps he once despised and thought incapable of being useful 
to him. 

12, " And if one (the enemies) prevail against him, two shall 
withstand hiro ; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken." 

In cases also where self- protect! on and resistance to physical 
force is required, the assistance of friends becomes appreciated 
even by those who imagined they were strong enough alone 
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defend themselveH, bnt who hftve since experienced how needful 
IB assiBta&ce, howerer humble, and how beneficial is the co-ope- 
ntioD of frieuda for any retiuired purpose. 

13, 11, " Better is ft poor and wise child, than an old and 
foohsb kin^, who will no more be admonished. For out of 
prison be cumcth to reign : whereas also he that is born in 
lUB kingdom hecometh poor." 

Having in the previous passages condemned avariciouasess and 
ta exceseive desire for earthly treasures, the preacher now cbiima 
mr reapect for wisdom, in preference to transient riches. This 
tratb, that wisdom is better than gold, however palpable its ve- 
nclty, and however often corroborated by daily events, is never- 
thelesa neglected by tloae who have succeeded in ftccuniulating 
nre&lth without any wisdom, whose entire mind is absorbed with 
dia gathering of money and worldly estates. In many cases 
Kich people are so haughty and vain that they manifest a con- 
fciDpt for all learning and instruction, particularly when it 
happens that a learned man implores their aid. They then deci- 
■ively turn round and say, "What is the use of all your learning 
ud Btudy, you cannot help yourself?" we frequently hear them 
to the poor applicant, who has been unfortunate enough to 
kequirc tbeit assistance. These men of money and wealth often- 
times grossly offend the moat eminent scholar, if he chances to 
be poor; they only esteem abiUtiea when tlie owner is inde* 
pendent. They then value his learning and science by the amount 
nf his property. Against this contempt of wisdom in poverty, 
Solomon frequently protests in his various writings, and he here 
UlastnteH it in a beautiful metaphor. Is not a poorandaensibte 
jdiild more beneficial to society, than an old foolish king? Does 
ilot the former promise more usefitlnesa, than the latter ? The 
diild though poor, may by his well calculated wisdom, become 
bot only a useful member of society, but a guiding star to liia 
Ina enlightened fellow-men, whilst the old and foolish king, who 
will not be admonished, and who thinks tliat all wisdom is cen- 
tered witliin himself, not only tails in elfecting that good which 
liis power might enable bim to effect, he not only disappoints 
the expectations of Ids subjecta, who look up to him for justice 
4ffld the amelioration of tbeir condition, he not only neglects to 
discharge the trust placed in him by his country, but in many 
instimcea destroys and uproots the very seeds of terrestrial hap- 
,ptneB8 which his predecessors have sown, and which his sabjects 
nnder wiser directions, would cultivate and mature into blissful 
fruits. Whilst the wisdom of the poor child, if properly nur- 
tured, tends to cancel abuses and eatablish justice and peace, and 
clothes him with every virtuous attribute, whereas, the folly of 
the old king cannot fail to destroy all hopes of amehoration, by 
the perpetration of a system of unjust preferences and favoritism 
towards insinuating courtiers, and tliereby discouraging tlie wise 
councils of experienced statesmen. The present events of Europe 
furnish awfol and melancholy corroborations of this sad truth, 
how inferior is a foolish king who will no more be admonished ! 
The superiority of a sensible child, though poor, over afoohsh 
old king, is demonstrated by on instance of the following not 
unfrequcnt occurrence. Suppose a country governed by such a 
king, is menaced by an invading and powerful enemy. The re- 
sources of the country having been exhausted by the pompous 
and indiscreet management of the foohsb king and bis myntitdoos. 
The imbecile Regent is in a miserable phght, and his crafty coun- 
cillors, who have hitherto advised him but for the gratification 
of their own ambition and avarice, now forsake bim in his 
trouble. The advice of a sensible child may, on such occasions, 
be found more availing for the saving of the country, than the 
council of the imbecile monarch. Holv writ affords an example 
of that description in the history of Gideon, who said : " Behold, 
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my family ia poor in Menasseh, find I un the least in my father's 
house," yet that young and insignificant pereon reecued Israel 
from a cruel and superior foe, who threatened the destruction of 
the enfeebled people. Another instance nfTorda efidence of the 
courage and tact evinced by David, a mere stripling, against the 
haughty blasphemer Goliath. Tht redoubted giant was igno- 
miuiously defeated by a boy, whilst the imbecile king, Saul, 
was compelled to acknowledge the success of the battle was 
owing to the despised youth. In both instances, Gideon and 
David, although previously of little eminence, were respectively 
appoiuted the leaders of the people, after the victories obtained 
by their courage and wisdom. In the case of Gideon, we have 
an undeniable proof that wisdom and prudence can achieve 
for a people in distress, than all the inllueuce of monarchy 
accomplished. The history of Joseph in Egypt, affords 
another and still more striking eiample, to which the Royal 
Preacher appears here particularly to allude. Joseph was a child 
pared with the aged King Pharoah, and the ancient magi- 
cians and counciliors of the Egyptian court. To him might 
well be applied the phrase, "for out of prison he cometh to 
reign," and his advice and government saved a whole and mighty 
empire from the horroia of starvation. Nor is the term " an old 
and foolish king, who will no more be admonished," less appli- 
cable to that King Pharoah, whose stubbornness and hard-heart- 
ednesB caused tbe destruction of bis army, and innumerable 
troubles and vicissitudes, which reduced a mighty nation to flee 
before the very people whom they had held in bondage for 400 
years. 

15, 16, " I considered all the living beings that walk under 
the sun, with tbe second child that shall stand up in its stead. 
There is no end of all the people, even of all that have been 
before them : they also that come alter shall not rejoice in him. 
Surely this also is vauity and vexation of spirit." 

Having with great force and support of scriptural evidence 
dwelt upon the superiority of a wise child over a foolith king, 
tlie preacher guards against an indiscreet confidence in the 
wisdom of inexperienced men, and against disloyalty, unless the 
royal sovereign has by mis- government and abuse of his power 
forfeited the confidence of bis subjects. It is remarkable that 
throughout this wonderful book of Ecclesiastes, the author draws 
a distinct line between the two extremes into which we are apt 
to fall, and which are the causes of all our tronbles, in this and 
'a future state. In the preceding page, tbe author shows how 
often the council of a wise, although a poor child, may save a 
country, whilst the old and foolish king would have plunged it 
into deslmclion. Wisdom he thus proves to be more powerful 
than the imaginary away of an insensate. Knowledge he proves 
to be stronger than the boaated strength of an imhecde monarch. 
Yet the author warns against contempt of, and rebellion against 
the sovereign power, unless it has proved inefficacions and un- 
worthy. Let us not imagine because that one child happened by 
his wisdom to eclipse the king, that every child may couterap- 
tuously sneer at the royal councils. Marie the distinction of a 
icUe ciiild from a fnolith old king. But a second child may 
arise and ei^ually endeavour to overthrow lie royal power, with- 
out the abilities or the necessity which would warrant the pre- 
sumption. Indeed, the contempt of royally, from circumstances 
where the governing personage really deserves contempt, often 
degenerates into general derision of crowned heads, and universal 
rebellion against monarchy. Now this the Preacher condemns 
as a dangerous extreme. If the crowned head governs the people 
faithfully and honestly, the peace of tbe kingdom is a blessing 
to the country, and we are bound to pray for its welfare. " Pray 
for the welfare of the government, tor if it were not, one would 
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■wallow bis neighbour alive," say the Doctors of the MuAaaA, 
with great truth. 

v.— 1, "Keep thy foot when thou goest to the House of Ood, 
and be more reudy to hear than to give the sacrifice of fools ; for 
ihey consider nut that ihey do evil." 

After a proper dcnionstration of the honor and respect due to 
Butrtal kings, which the preacher makes conditional]/ lo depend 
, tpott the moral worth of the government, and the wisdom of the 
Kigu under wliich the people are led, the author draws our atteu- 
• tioa to the necessity of an iwcoiidifionuianduuquaUfied obedience 
to the immortal Sovereign, the King of kings, whose wisdom 
•ad power are equally unlimited. Yet that Sovereign does not 
delight in an outward show of obedience, unsupported by internal 
devotion. The Koyal Preacher here follows the principle law 
handed down liy his father. "The sacrifices of God are broken 
hearts." (Psalm iv. 19). The Iloyal Psalmist imbibed that 
principle from the Prophet Samuel, who asked Saul : " Hath the 
Lord Bs great delight in burnt offerings and saenlices, as in 
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is belter than 
to aacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of ram*. For rebellion 
u a son of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idola- 
try." (I Sam. XV. 22 23). Our obedience to God we are privi- 
leged to manifest by prayer and divine worship, the pubhc 
performance of which is more commendable than in private, 
oecanse the house of God, where public worship is celebrated, is 
more adapted to inspire devotion than our private residence, 
where our attention to such duties is likely to be distracted by 
domestic circuraatancea. Yet ihe Preaclier guards against any 
exertion or interference that public worship is preferable to that of 
domestic, on account of outward show and external decoration. 
On the contrary, he censures all ostentatious display and proud 
bearing in the sacred edifice, " Keep thy fool when thou goest 
to the house of God." Uow forcibly is this odmouition expressed 
against the haughty and noisy entrance of the more wealthy, 
whose demeanour shows, as if it were a condescension on their 
part to enter the sacred edifice, rather than the humble enjoy - 
ment of a privilege which the Omnipotent granted to frail mortals 
for the purpose of pouring out their supplications and expressing their 
trouble, and anguish. How much more apt is the warning "to be mot 

the display made by ostentation in the house of God, to be more ready lo bear than to bring the sacrifice of fools, who vainly 
imagine tu purchase salvation and atonement by mere empty sounds! "For they consider not that they do evil." Indeed, 
all the prophets of scripture write in denouncing sacrifices unsupported by obedience, as a serious evil, tending to corrupt the 
mind and to lay the flattering UDCtiou to our souls that we con ransom our lives and our property by a pompous displaif of 
offeringa unaccompanied by true devotion. Nothing is more hateful to the searcher of hearts than such mockery of real charity. 
Here again the Preacher gives his warning against the extreme idea that public worship is alone agreeable to our Creator. No ! 
rather than such pompous service, he prefers the outpourings of our hearts in private, however humble the habitation, undeco- 
rated and unembeliished as it may he. It is the purity of Atari the contrition of the apirit, which the Lord desires, and not the 
fdr appearance of Divine service, where we attempt to approach ourBenefaclor with our Ups and our mouths, whilst our hearts, 
^•re far distant from him. and know him not. Nor is any verbal confessions of sins of the least service to us, unless it be accom- 
panied with a deep humiliation of spirit, and a firm resolution not to repeat the ofl'eucea we are conscious of having committed. 
To this want we beg to draw particular attention, as the verbal confession of transgresaionB on the day of atonement are fre- 
quently unaccompanied by the determination to abstain from them— a resolution without which all verbal confession is but an 
empty sound, a mockery and delusion. The confession should moreover be united with prayer, that He who guards our hearts 
may direct our thoughts in the path of virtue and obedience, and strengthen our eflbrta to avoid sin, and the vice of rebellion ; 
that He may not let us fall into temptation, which we are too weoli to resist. Such is the nature of prayer and confession, such 
is the spirit of the sacrifices which God desires. 

2, "Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasly lo utter anything before God: for God js in heaven, and 
thou upon earth : therefore, let thy words be few." 

Having warned us against osteutalious display and proud bearing in public worship, and also ngainst empty sounds of de- 
Totioo, wben our thoughts are otherwise employed, the author impresses upon our minds that it ia not the qumiily of prayers 
which constitutes devotion, but the quality. It is erroneously thought by many that it ia multiplicity of hymns and prayers 
which ensure a hearing and pardon. There is as much profaneness in this belief os in the eihibilion of pride and display of 
wealth ia the house of God. Both arise from a want of the pro- comprehension of man's notbiugness, and God's omnipotence. 
If a long address full of verhoaily and repetition. Jail to attain its desired effect upon the mind of a mortal judge (a fact which 
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we daily witnese in our courti of justice,) bow much more con- 
temptible muet such proliiity and unnecesBary repetition appear 
in the sight of the judge of heaven. How contemptible must 
any rashness of our moutha and unguarded exprcsBiona faliing 
from our lips, appear in the eight of Hico who deigned to permit 
our approaching the house of His glorious residence in humble 
prayer and thanksgiving! "Let thy words be few," it an im- 
portant admonition which we ought carefully to notice. Few 
words, and to the purpose, are better than many uttered without 
thought and perhaps offensiTc in their object. Let us remember 
that God is in heaven, and we are upon the earth, that we are 
mortal and He liveth for ever, that He looketh down upon us, 
and knoweth the secret resources of our hearts, but that we know 
no more of Him thau He permittcth us to know. That His 
thonghts and His ways are as high above our thoughts and our 
ways aa the heavens arc above the earth. (IsaiahW). Yetifwe 
aviul ourselves of the sacred privilege of prayer aa He desires it 
to be made. He promises, " And it shall come to pass that before 
tliey call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will 
hear." (Isaiah Ix. 24). David also soitb, (Paalm cilv. 18), 
"The Lord ia nigh unto all them that call upon Him in truth," 
The important words in frufA, guard against the presumption that 
multiplicity of words, outward show in His house by attention 
to wealth, pioud and haughty demeanour, confession of sins 
without a due feeling of contrition, and all thoughts unsupported 
by a. proper sense of calling upon Him in truth, con at all prevoil 
witb the Almighty. 

3, " For a dream Cometh in a multitude of matters, and ia a 
fool's voice, known by a multitude of words." 

The author proceeds to wind up his former ailment, viz., 
the useleisness of prayer, if iiusiipported by sincere devotion and 
pJouB demeanour. For, says the preacher, conjecture to yourself 
a dream or a nightly vision which presenta to the sleeper in va- 
rious and idle words one and the same matter, and behold, man 
wakes in the morning and he knows that all those repealed idle 
visions were only one dream, Thus is the foUy of the simple 
exposed by loquacity, which, when used in prayers, can surely not 
be acceptable in the eyes of God, Hence the advice of the Royal 
Preacher, " Let thy words he few." 

4, 5, 6, "When thou vowest a vow onto God, defer not to 
pay it, for He hath no pleasure in fools ; pay that which thou 
tiBst vowed." " Better is it that thou shouldst not tow, than 
that thou shouldst vow and not pay." " Suffer not thy mouth 
to cause thy fieah to sin ; neither say tbou before the augei, that 
it was an error : wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and 
destroy the work of thine hands." 

The connection of these verses— which arc a close imitation of 
the words of our great prophet Moses, (Dent, xiiii. 22 — 2-t) — 
with the preceding pari, appears to be thus: After having em- 
phatically and most earnestly laid down rules as rcgarda our 
demeanour in the place of worship ; after having exhorted ns not 
to be loquacious and too profuse iu our prayers and supplications, 
the wise neit proceeds to reprove those, who, in time of calamity 
and distress, make verbal offerings to God and to his sacred 
institutions. There are many who are ready in time of trouble 
and visitation to make a conditional vow, saying, if God should 
deliver me from my troubles, release me from my sufferings, I 
will fulfil my vow. Our author therefore saya : "When thou 
vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it." Do not say unless 
the sun of fortune smile upon me, ntdess my supplication is 
granted, I shall refrain from paying my vow, for this is merely 
the manner of the fool and simple, in which God can find no 
delight. Nay, fulfil thy vow without delay, do not tempt thy 
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it:a injnr-a D'?{?n kSi nncTS mn kS tck aio yy ■^t^■K nmso 
sb ikS OKI D^n imvo i^'S' dsv n'-m dk nD;o vn nnKr* 
; oScn 
Kini TD nSc" K^i ■n'E' 'oS iDBni (?:!» loi^ k3 thk cjio '^m 
(ton 13 n'ni iDjra yrhK 'n i:tm' cm *a mma aina 
cann tta rn-ijia 11:1 -irKoi' E'jiyn mo uyT *h ainan ntai 
Tca nK Kion'sTB nx jnn S.'< Kin n:n nnKob c':yi idki 
jip3f pra n« Kon'? ^113 C3iv i? «3' insn inKni Tsa -nneo 
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Ood, bnt rely on his mercy, and he is sure to deliver thee from 
U><r xtrroiiiidiDg evils. 

There, however, ia vet another moral and important lesson to 
be derived from these veraea, vhich Solomon, as we have already 
■tated, copied from Moses. Although Moses warned the children 
of larael not to defer the paying of their vows, for the Eternal 
God will surety require it of them, yet we do not know of what 
nature the punishment will he, our author therefore naye : "Do 
Dot Buffer thy mouth to destroy thy own flesh," indicating that 
the neglect of fulfilling our vows will eDtail upon us the moat 
Mvere and diaastrous family calamities and affiiciioss, by losing 
that branch of Ihe family which is moat endeared to ub— and 
irhich is according to scripture termed le'Dy^A. as ""e read : 
"and they shall be to one flesh." (Gen. ii. 24), Aptly are, 
therefore, the words of our Sages, whoascribe the calamity which 
befel our Patriarch Jacob in losing his beloved consort Kachel, 
on his return to the land of his kindred, (Gen. xxiv. 20) to the 
neglect of paying; his vow, which he made to God in his travels 
to Haran when he fled from his angry brother tisau. For when 
Ood said to Jacob, "I am the God of Beth-el, where thou 
snointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me : 
now arise, get thee out from this land, and return into the land of 
thykiudred." (Gen. xxxi. 13). Jacob, instead of insUntaneousJy 
complying with the command of God, went lirst to meet and ap- 
pease his brother Esau, tarried at Sechem, and though our 
patriarch most punctually fulfilled his vow afterwards, yet he 
iraa in the interim visited by two most unhappy events, the dis- 

I gracing of hia only daughter, and the subsequent death of his 
beloved wife Rachel. Jacob, conscious of this awful neglect, 
openly confessed his sin in saying, " And as for me, when 1 came 
from Padan, Rachel died because of me," (Gen. xlviji. 7), 
which lesson the Royal Preacher intends to impress upon our 
minds, viz., not to deck oar sins, nor to embellish our faults by 
petty eicuaes, to sny that we have forgotten our vows which we 
made to God. Tltat wc are not to screen ourselves under the 
■hield of oblivion to which we sons of clay are subject. For, 
•ays he, "Why shall the Messenger of God, who is just in all 
hia proceedings, be still more angry against thee, by tby heaping 
the sin of uttering untruth to that of neglect of duty." 

7, " For in the multitude of dreams and many words there 
«re alao divers vanities : hut fear thou God." 

There are a certain class of men who though wont to make 
vows end offerings, when having unpleaeant and terrifying 
dreams by which they imagine to avert the pending evil that 
was shown to them in their sleep, yet should it happen that the 
disastrous event which they saw at night does not occur, they 
Dsnaliy forget their dreams, their fears, and alao their offerings 
and vows. The author, therefore, after having said in the pre- 
ceding part of this chapter, " Better is it thou shouldest not lov, 
ftc.," advises us not to be tempted by dreams or visions, which 
are merely the ofTsprings of a disturbed brain, but to fciir God, 
and to place our confidence in Him, who will surely turn all the 
•orrows of our hearts to the serene gladneas of our aouls. 

" If thou seest oppression of the poor and violent per- 
verting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the 
matter : for He that is higher than the highest regardeth ; a 
then he higher than they ; moreover, the benefit of the earth 
for all ; the king himself is aubmlted to the tield." 

The author again recurs to his former favorite reflection on 
Divine Providence and just retribution, and endeavours to instil 
his soul-reviving and soothing balm into the drooping mind) 
and dejected spirits of those oppressed by time and circumstances, 
or exposed to the causeless hatred of their fellow- ere at urea. 
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showing, "that there is n time for everything, both for the op- 
pressor aa well as for the oppressed." Having prcrioualy com- 
plained, in the beginning of the fourth chapter, against "the 
oppreesiouB Ihnt are done under the sun," and kmenting the 
tears Bbed by innocent sufferers, which induced our author iu & 
moraenttuy despair to praise the dead more than those who are 
yet alire ; the author, after due reflection and mature delilicralioD, 
esclaims in his usual and emphatic strain: "if thou seest the 
oppression of the poor," &c,, be not astonished at it, for know, 
God is above those «ieked oppressors. "The day of their 
calamity will be at baud, and the arcngement that is to come 
shall hasten upou tbem in due time." God, though slow in anger, 
will once retribute to tlieir sou! and body the deserved punish- 
ment. Should we, however, be inclined to question the wise 
decree of providence, why it permits the wicked to feast on the 
bounties of nature, which they the least deserve, the Royal Author 
replies: " The profit of the earth is for all." God has prepared 
it for the whole world. The bounties of the Heavenly Father are 
destined for every creature, in which the wicked are necessarily 
included, inasmuch as we cannot reasonably cjcpecC that God 
should annihilate the innocent enjoyments of the multitude on ac- 
count of a few individuals. (Vide Treatise Aboda Zora). The 
chain of nature was ordained not to be dismembered, and 
the most wicked or insignificant forms a useful and indis- 

Seneable hnk — aa well as we see a king subjected to one who 
igs his ground — yea, even (o the ground itself, without which 
neither the king nor his household could exist. 

10, " He that loveth silver, shall not be satisfied with silver; 
nor he that loveth abundance with increase; this is also vanity." 

The preacher here emphatically deprecates and reproaches the 
foolish idea of many monarchs who allow violence and perversion 
of the laws in their provinces, and not only permit the judges to 
pervert judgment, to oppress the poor, to rob the widow, but 
still more, that the judges would incur the wrath of those who 
appointed them, were they to distribute and dispense justice as 
God and humanity require. Those wicked and destructive 
kings who are only anxious to enrich themselves at the cost of 
their oppressed subjecU, will, to their great and grievous disap- 
pointment, says the preacher, perceive that wealth accumtUated 
in wickedneKs, is of no avail, and will surely regret the vanity 
and the great anxiety which they had for hoarding up 
which cannot help them out of their distress in time o 
and sorrow, 

11, "When goods increase, they are increased that eat them; 
and what good is there to the owners thereof, save to the be- 
holding of them with their eyes V 

In the same degree as the author of this hook condemns the 
excess of enjoyments, in the same degree does he deprecate 
BtinginesB and meanness in those who ore able to enjoy with 
moderation, the property which they possess. When goods in- 
crease, they that consume and enjoy them with moderation also 
increase, hut what use is it merely to look at them, or to accu- 
mulate endless stores without enjoying the benefit th<;reof ? 
Particularly as worldly goods are of no avail to us after death, 
' ' 'we often leave them to others whom we do not 



12, "The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat 
little or much; but the abundance of the rich will not suffer 
him to sleep." 

The great and universally ndmilted principle, so frequently 
and so forcibly used in this work, viz., that abundance of riches 
confers less happiness on mankind than the prudence of labour, 
is here exemplified by the allusion to the greatest blessings which 
an all-wise Creator has bestowed upon us, which is steep or rest 
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mnworlc. The sweetness of that eDJoyraent, the comfort and 
llntary effects which it produces are rarely lasted by the rich, 
mt the labourer drinks of the sweet cup to overflowing — the 
ltt«r enjoys sleep aa a recreation, and re&eahea himself thereby, 
V proceed to liis morrow's work with renewed vigour, as no 
■re has disturbed him in the night ; but the rich roan, who has 
Biled little or not at all during the day, feels neither tired nor 
ktigaed, is disturbed by care and aniiety for the safety of his 
■St property, a great part of which may be eatrusted to strange 
iliids. 

13. "There is a sore evil which I have seen under the aun, 
Hmely, richcB kepi for tlie owners thereof to their hurt." 

In many instances the abundance of wealth not only fails to 
onfer happiness on its owners, but it produces the very contrary 
fleets — misery and anguish of heart. The intense aniiety for 
toe safety of their large property, and the dread of losing even 
tie smallest portion of it, prevents the owner, who is ncTcr satis- 
«d, from enjoying the true comforts which riches — .not increased 
9t the sake of mere accumu]atioo. but for the purpose that mode- 
nte enjoyment— ought to afford. Thus his whole life is one of 
hre and misery, of fear and doubt, and such riches are fully 
lenned by the Royal Preacher "a sore evil," 
' 14, 15, "But those riches perish by evil travail: and he be- 
|etteCh a son, and there is nothing in his hand." 
. lu most cases where tlie owner fails to enjoy the property he 
kecumulated, we shall find that some misfortune or other, some 
tonseen accident occurs which materially reduces and utterly 
leslroys the properly, so that the son or heir is grievously disap- 
ointeil of the expectations, whUsC the father, " As he came 
grtb of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he 
uue, and shall take nothing away of his labour, which he may 
arry away in his hand." Comment is unnecessary. Daily ex- 
lerience furnishes numerous examples of this truthful saying. 

16," And this is also a sore evil, that in all points as he came 
O ahall he go : and what profit hath he that hath laboured for 
he wind ?" 

BpeaiB of the profit which man may derive 
1b by doing good with them ; exercising 
Lce, so as to secure a certain amount of in- 
in this, but in a future life. With proper 
^ earthly wealth, we may lay in store some 

liareofimmonal happiness. But he, whom the preacher just 
leecribed, who neither enjoyed the good* for which he toiled 
umself, nor allowed others to enjoy thereof, goes away from this 
rorld "naked in all points." lie neither derived benefit from 
jem in this world, nor provided by their proper distribution 
Dy benefit in (he world to come; and well may it be said of him, 
lat he labored for the wind, as neither he nor his son, nor any on 
arth, inherit any advantage from the incessant toil in which the 
lercenary owner wasted his life. 

All his days also he cntcth in darkness, and he bath 
inch sorrow and wrath with his sickness." 
A miser is generally known by the parsimony displayed in the 
of light, he loves darkness — light appears too expensive and 
great a luxury for him. The miser is also distinguished by 
great mental anxiety of being robbed, as well aa by the man- 
ia which be lives, always dreading that he may spend more 
u he can afford , lie frequently reduces his bodily strength by 
the unwholesome food on which be lives, because of its cheapness, 
id thus brings upon himself disease and sickness, besides all 
tfaose evils which are the consequences of care and sorrow. 

18, " Behold that which I have seen, it is good and comely 
for one to eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, 
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sx'i nvin: inn Ssk'i i^m imic' i^n'tp n3 mnoa pi3k'? ipn 
: (ixpi i-'rn lb wa' t|Sp3i mntDS baiwt? ^acai nxinn 
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( 34 ) nSnp -isD Sy ss'itb 

aU the days of his life, which God rnmh\ SiDn"? HS'-nE^N 31D 'JN 'H'STnCK H^n t- 

: ij-^n «irro D'nf^xn iVinj-iB-x vn-'o* 

II no nrois^i nWo'? iot*c "e'^vk ninan nT3 -loiS t« nj^ 
ban banf c-OB'n nnn Kins' i^t bai nTiB-i n'?'i.vt'3l' "^ai ntny 
ibopa niQ nRTi nnci SaM't? D^K'^ nacb ma k3 nn niira 
mo ini' oiRn nt innva urhun iS tri;p ipSna noci nnoua 
n i":y3 i3iao -jSini idu riK n-jnoi mioB' bi'on mttn id 
13 iwpn' K'? ijj'r nfiDca ^ixi ip^na no::' Kint? m ^aK ytpoa 
nnocn n-n-c noo dibts D'tt^n vby ik3' k"?! v*?!! wE'';'! O'thk 
nnocai nnjn 'n Kin n'-cpnts iS caispi? ro' ^f iri-wa n'lTO m 
inotpj'? ini in-iua D"n dj'k vn n'^jmS UTarc cnun a^wro 
: 3"nipa 

D'DD3i IK'S? Q'rhun h'ln new DiNn-SD d3 "-"'■ 

K^i mca ttSi? D'nSsno 3ic Sro iS B^i? iriK met t?* liy ton 
moe^i f)n«S nn-Sy lawm d'D3:i iciy I'j ]n n^cni yj- 
iboya ncE- Nini? m iV jna iitk n""t?nb nprtj ip'jn nt<e^i ona 
n3^^ k'? '3 cnSx nno «inf ntn f i3in » iS n'ni Wi? Diro 
mitD wb D'n'?KrT it tn^t? ipSna nop Ton diet: rn vn -d' -ntr 
D'n'?Kn !3 i3'?3 :t*Ti inio dt ni3T' k'?i aie-n' k^ nri' wVai 
n''D3 n^iro'j h-n icn'oi? id3 nS nnoP3 njim rain ni jiuiP 
13'? nnoL"! 'r3iK NinE- oiSfi 'jto iS jn: n"rn b"T 13 ninf? 
av i"n 'D- »iiD 1131- «Vi laS nnoi^a ino Kins? ?n n3 njiroi 
: mTi niDn 

Sj? s'n nail e^E'n nnn weti ncv mn B" "" i 

; DINH 

3in33 niDKn D'n^K rnoD iar\ cnh^ nno ma nKT ma -^jjjj 
B"K Kini ma -h vztw bikh hs mm nyi N'h riKii mipc 

: 'in D'nSKn ib jn' yptt 

■naai d'dd:i ie^ D'nbxn iV-in' ie'n b"n ■= 
ijd'Sb"-nSi nwn'—ie'N ^do ib'sj'? ion wrw 
: Nin jn '*?"! ^^^ ^^ i^'^^N* nD3 b"k 'd uooSsn'? 

61^3 t3'D33i x-n iS ihj::' irk ms'? D'nSx nno '3 vnaT B^n'S 
nar'i nman dv ^3lao sini? ii33 iS im 3-Ji miQi bcv 
iB'DJ nisnni? hid lai ba Mvnnt nxn qki ncnp '?'3U'3 iniK 
iJiDD ^ ciW? i>i3' K^ vtv 111 n^'Ein baK Dib "iDn n-n (6 
injt:' -icyn ms? oiiwa i&bj niKn nK^D^i uao '?iaKfji nwpS 
np't? IRK 'T3J C'Kb I'W TpD invnS Kin mun nt> O'n^n 
i:i^-ia 13 niipn'?! nifvn nta vvh jicKin nt Sav kS a-y ^!?K iniit 
Tpon mn ep'k'j o'n'jKn jnjE' "C'»n nit? kvd: iSc 13'kc oit?D 
ij'K laSi ni33 Siui ncv bin nKnr vn '^m "h Km bn t'w 
: iniD inK ui'wi inK wa'i la oiScS i^ ]nM 

vn'E' 211 n'H' nn"i D'jen riNO ts'*tt tSvdn •= 

th niiap-c:i nnitsn-p yaE'n-x'? icsai v3B^a* 

: 'pflp iiDS iiD 'n-iiwe i"? nn'n 

tiaK^ D'nSxn la ts'^' k^? T":n cnsn "jio pn ^ toki iiu im 
Di?m rrya ini« nttTi inv my tjiDK^ vd" Ss mioi i:iddo 
'OTKi n'n' man D"JL"1 d'J3 nxo t^jv dikh m iS'dkb* SaK' *6 
CD' T"»<ni na""" tj'n T^inc ohvin yao 'bSi I'lc 'o- ait? 
6 la-ip -3 vsa t3 obiyn nr j':p aiwi "'^e' Ton laS n>n' nann 



that he taketh nnder the 

giveth him, for it is his portion." 

Commeat is uDoecesaary on this passage, as it has frequently 
been exprcMed that moderate enjoyment of that which the pos- 
aeaaor of ail hoa bestowed upon us as our portion, la a thing coa- 
Bonant with nature and the design of the Creator. 

19, SO, "Every man to whom God hath given richea and 
wealth, and bath given power to eat thereof, and to take his 
portion, and to enjoy his labour ; this is the gift of God. For 
he shaU not much remember the day of his life : because God 
anawereth him in the joy of his heart." 

A moat obvious reason ia here assigned, why moderate enjoy- 
ment of our worldly goods is commendable. If we seek by a 
proper management of our worldly affairs, and a judicious 
enjoyment of the produce of our industry, to sweeten our days, 
and in case of disappointment to truat in God, we may fully 
expect that the Lord will not foreake us j for He rejoices in our 
enjoyment, if it he rational and benevolent, and He answers our 
prayers when they are directed to Him with sineerity of heart 
and faith in His salvation. A man acting thus in the distribution 
of his alms to the needy, and in his subscriptions to benevolent 
institutions, lays up such a store for future happjoeas, that be 
need not remember his post days with sorrow, but may look with 
some degree of confidence, that in the same manner as he con- 
tributed to the relief of the distress, and the assuagement of the 
pangs of otbers, he will be relieved from his troubles by h mer- 
ciful providence, which delights in the philanthropy and charity 
of mankind. 

VI., 1. "There is an evil which I have aeen under the sun, 
and it is common among men." 

The Royal Preacher now proceeds to detail the evils arising 
from a want of a proper appreciation of the various gifts which 
God bestows upon man. 

2, •' A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth and honour, 
HO that he waateth nothing for his soul of all he deserveth, yet 
God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth 
it; this is vanity, and is an evil disease." 

It will be observed by him who scrntinises the affairs and 
vicissitudes of this world with a philosophical eye, that he often 
mistakes apparent evils for real calamities, wlule they are intended 
by the wisdom of God for our good; on the other hand, we re- 
joice nt seeming fortunate occurrences, which in reality are per- 
nicious to our happiness. Such, for instance, is wealth. We 
often perceive that men are favored, by extraordinary events, with 
immense and sudden wealth, so that they may enjoy all that 
their soul desires. Yet they have not the power to enjoy its 
benefits or comforts in health, nor the honor which wealth con- 
fers upon its owner, but a stranger who is neither relative nor 
friend to the possessor, and who has not toiled for it, nor in auy 
wise contributed to its accumulation, reaps the full amount of 
benefit from a fortune for which the original owner toiled and 
plodded many years, and perhaps all his life. This wealth, 
which was looked upon by the spectators as a great boon, thus 
iiuTiB out to have been a sore evil, for God did not give him the 
power to enjoy it, when he came to its possession. 

3, " If a man beget an hundred children, and live for many 
years, so that the days of bis years be many, and his soul be not 
mied with good, and also that be have no burial ; I say that nn 
untimely birth is better than he." 

Another instance of proving that wealth alone does not consti- 
tute happiness, is here given by the Royal Preacber, which 
frequently occurs in life. A man may possess a large fortune, 
but be also has a large family, a number of children, who, when 
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t maohaod, inatettd of asaisUng the father in the pre- 
of hia wealth, waste and destroy it by profligacy and 
licentiouaneu, so that often it happens the father dies a poor man, 
and there ia not sufficient property left to provide a bnrial for 
him. Indeed an UQtimely biith would haie been better than 
such a life. 

4, 5. " For l.e Cometh in with vanity, and departeth tn dark- 
neas, aod hia name shall be covered with darkness. Moreover 
he has not Been the buu, nor known anything : this hath more 
rest than the other." 

The author here assigna the reason why he considers that an 
untimely birth ia even more preferable than the life of the man, 
who, with all his riches and a Ufe of toil and anguish, could not 
provide a burial for himself, since the former never saw the hght 
of the sun, was born in darkness, and departed also in darkness, 
consequently did not experience the disappointmenta and the 
vexations of the latter, whose days were passed in the turmoil 
and troubles which the care of maintaining his family caused 
him, without reaping at the eve of his life any of the benefila for 
which he laboured so long. "This," says the preacher, justly 
alluding to the untimely birth, "hath more rest than the 
other." 

6, " Yea, though he live a thousand years, twice told, yet 
hath he seen no good: do not aU go to one place?" 

The author sgain explains why he prefers an untimely birth 
to the long life, even of a thousand years duration, which is 
spent fruitlessly in trouble and distress. As both the child which 
is prematurely born, as well as the man who Uvea a thousand 
years, go to one place— the dust whence they were formed — the 
fate of the former is less pitiable than that of the latter, since 
both share the same fate in the end, whilst the latter has suffered 
all the troubles which the former has not undergone. 

7, " All the labour of man is for his mouth, yet the appetite 
of the soul is not filled." 

The preacher now illustrates the utter folly of man's working 
and plodding in this world, only for its transient pleasures, for if 
the trouble and labour of man is only for his moulA, signifying 
animal enjoyment, as eating, drinking, &c., all hjs toil is in vain, 
as the appetite for such enjoyments is never satisfied. The more 
he indulges them the more he requires. There is, however, one 
enjoyment in this world, which, if properly applied, we may ob- 
tain, and be enabled to say, that we have garnered a treasure for 
the future, that we have established a lasting estate, and this is 
enjoyment of the ndnd, which consists in doing good to oth:'rs, 
and perfecting ourselves in the knowledge and fear of God. 

8, " For what hath the wise more than the fool? what hath 
the poor, that knoweth to walk before the hving ?" 

The author calls him a fool who wastes his life in this world 
in the excessive enjoyment of animal possions, witboot thinking 
of, or providing for a future state. The wise man, however, 
enjoys this world in moderation, whilst he makes provision for 
the future. How, the preference which the wise man has over 
the fool is, that he labours not for his mouth only, but for some 
more lasting happiness than eating and drinkiuj;, and the poor 
man who "knoweth to walk before the living," which means 
him, who understanding, although without abundance of pecu- 
niary means, how to anticipate another and more permanent 
life, is pre-eminently richer than the wealthy fool above described, 
of whom Abigail said, (I Sam. xiv. 29.) "And the soul of ihtne 
enemies, them shall He ahng out, as out of the middle of a 
aliug," whilst of David and the righteous, she said : " Itiit the 
soul of my lord (David) shall be bound in the bundle of life, with 
the Lord thy God," 



35 ) rhnp TSD Sy e'its 

UDon 3»D' iraon inK ^^^•h lit i^ noSi cSiitn nio •y^'Vf B'O' 
inapi nyS i^-dki? p nciji »•« sin .'i"'d« nmn on '3 vja T3 
nmnon ttin pDivi lioon lo irjf jfasri vb i-iv nmn 0":c n-ntp 
DUD nv«\ nnino wanh nmro ^l^DS d'3 ^'?li^l initj dv ty 
inniap D'3 iS nn-n vh mnp dj nainn Kim d>3 n:'BDn nann 
; hazn udo aio nt 

: nD3' lots' 'pny\ "[V itynni n3 Snna-'3 -^ "■• 
: nra r\h nn: jn* ah) nuTnh s?b^-^: 

'3 ^C3.T 1J0D 310 13n3tE" 1D3 n'-'CHD 1''?JI inJK" DIXH HI 'D 

"|t?n3i rjinx kSi tn-iyn iik ntn nh ncna n^iy'j »2 Vsan 
n'-i3 13'Kt? no Sb3 n-nc nOD' loy icnsi n^n mnv Mp^ iS' 
nnn TS'K oSiyn ntpv^t? no jtT kSi nici vh u'oc m lOf -dvc 
n'n'i vnnxipTfi nnipSsDK'?! nxn n'sr-^sanni'? nn3C" cdeti 
D"nn nwno in' K^i ^a: »mv die^d nio'i V3n 3liy's? jii' iS 
«1^ rrn i^ki rnxn nt '3 Won Diwn mo Kin 2it3 ninn nnnoi 
: '1J1 D'jB" 

frt'Tn 7\^ xS naitsi d'ojjs Q-au- ciSx n'n rhu) "- 
: "i*?in hzn -ins* Dipa-Sw 

fitsD inv D'DPD D'iv !iW n-n t3"n mxn nt •h'ZH "3 gfli'S 
invi o'liCKin nnnn i03 nm trn'E n^jraS 'mDi*[? 
xb n3ia 13 ntn kSi i:iQt3 Vy tsiSr' k'tv vhy itJ :Wt36?3 n'"D(( 
mpo Sk D'3Wn Sdmi wnp mdd SD:n 310 inDt?:S k^ idu^ 
D^ijrn ni ]'iy nun uSt? 1:0a hmh nni hM i3pn ninB- nnx 
: inio hv "lyoxn vna vhs lyovi 

: than th E'B3rrD3i in's^ dinh '?oy-S3 •> 

in"iv '?3n3 Dn"n '& ^z D'pDilfC m« *33^ n'3inS itn -inj? 
nns ^3K n'nt?i n'j'SKS Dn-a^ oniKn n'jd^ ahov "jai i2»n 
3n-iy^K^Dn ttSiK's:'' D3 ryaS^yhy Tvonz ms rupvn a» DiKp 
n<ne•^ nb'swi ixty ^3 dih p nnx hn ni3 hn *p"i tn'sc id3 
nuni? o"oi niXD3 "psi 11 vi vhvn h^ no^i i3Kn 131 Kint? ys^ 
"ibS nSjrni iod misn nr nai^yn lu-a) iDxn noi 3n"iy^ cn3 
: nm2 nnitt^nS'iK m^i' 

: D"nn -|J3 

n^'3K3 1D13^ mix n'cv in"ij?3 ntoy be b'D3n nnx t^Tfi 
nsiyi n»WD (tb n-'jscn itPBjW in"iy loin ni»ni n'nci 
VJB^ ni^ "IDD misn dv nn nnj ssonc n3 tD"oi ntso3 
min3 i"n •id'3 bnnuTS Kiw wnfj c" iiin' nns nS yin ni3n' 
013711 -p^n' v:d Ssp"? 13I3D miBn or vj'B3 nsma' 13 cs'D21 
133 iSn^ D'3B lS l-KB* '3j; DIkS 133 "j-Dan [0 i'? pin» ni 3n*11f3 
Ssvn minp 5'3B'3 mijia D"n D-Kipii:' on'tpyn ans> o"nn 
Vd3'7 Dsnn 1*3 tnann 12 ih'bk kS ni Dn"i3n3 iiDji'i -i^'K" -ssn 
n::'jJD ■ac3 nnoiya Tt3n' i':b^ mow ten Dsnn pBit? 3n"iif3 

IBUV OK 'D IS-BSS 310 ULT K^ ^'DSn B'a31 l"n3 .X'PB' D3nn 
'N SltlDC nrom'? W'3K C"D3 n'j3n ■3:<^D T3 iiEsyn n"3 
nsi TiiS» 'n UK £3"nn -inH mnx 'snw k-bj nn'm n-o 'd-k? 

'3KbD T3 j6pn »|3 11113 n3!^P' D'b'D3n D'HS'in DHf T3'S CD3 
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9, " Better ia the sigbt of the eye», thta the wandering of the 
desire : this is bIso vsaity and Teiation of spirit." 

This verse nnist not be interpreted aa the opinion of the 
author, but as the quotation of the fool's idea, who thinks that 
enjoyment in thia world ja the sole purpose of tlie creation, and 
that the mere sight of the eyes, if it be only the pleasures of a 
momentary gratification, in beholding a charming sight with onr 
eyex, is nl all events better than the "wandering of the desire," 
that ia, disconragement of the desire and wish for the gratification 
of our pa8sions,'and expelling them from our mind. Such ia the 
reason of the fool. But the preacher justly denounces it ns 
vanity and vexation of spirit, aa such momentary gratification ge- 
nerally leaves a vacancy in our mind, and leads to nothing hut 
vexation of spirit, either at the shortness of tlie pleasure's dura- 
tion, or at the evil consequences which frequently arise there- 
from. 

10, "That which has been is named already, and it is known 
that it is man : neither may he contend with him that is mightier 
than he." 

Here again King Solomon quotes the defence of the fool, who 
pleads the irresistible power of the animal passion within man, 
and the weakness of human wisdom to combat so formidable an 
enemy, in palliation of the excessive eojoyment in which he in- 
dulged. " That which has been." says he, "ia named already 
and it is known that it is man." From the beginning of the 
creation, he pleads, has the aiofulness and the inclination of man 
to do evil been implanted in his nature. And it is impossible 
for the weakness of human reason to combat against so powerfhl 
a fiend as tlie evil inclination innate in us. Hence we ought 
not to be answerable for the follies and vices committed al the 
instigation of an innate passion, over which, aa he states, we have 
no control. To this fallacious plea, the King replies : 

11, "Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what 
is man the better?" 

I am well aware that there are evil passions and instigations 
to vice, which increase vanity, but what is man the better than 
the beast if he enalaves hia mind to follow his evil inclinations 7 
Has not the Creator also endowed man with the power of intellect 
to withstand those alluremenla? Has not the Creator warned us 
in His holy law, not to allow these passions the mastery over us ? 
Indeed, the evil inclinations grow to an irresistible power, after 
we allow them to have an nbsolate rule over us, but God has in- 
vested us with a sold and spiritual power, sufiiciently strong to 
conquer the evil spirit, if we are determined to tread in the path 
of virtue and justice, which he has cleared before us, and by per- 
severance and determination, we may triumphantly repel the 
enticing spirit of sinfulness and iniquity. We may by faith and 
prayer succeed in gaining the maatery over onr evil passions, 
and be enabled to serve Ood with all our hearts, and with all 
our souls. 

12, " For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all 
the days of his vain life, which he spcndeth as a shadow 7 for 
who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun ?" 

The preacher says that man should not hsten to the enticing 
language of the evil spirit ; the Creator baa given us his laws and 
statutes, which tell as how to combat our evil desires, and which 
■how us the real happiness in the future life, and teach us that 
this life ia all vanity, and only prepares ub for everlasting bhsF. 
If we convince ourselves that all under the sun is vanity, and 
leads to vexation of spirit ; that we have to account for every 
action, for every word, for every thought, springing from us in 
this terreatrial world, whilst true fehcity and permanent tran- 
qnihty and peace of mind, reign after death and above the sun, 
we have, tlierefore, no plea of ignorance to put forth, as to what 



( 36 ) n'?np -iSD hv t^iTS 

'ins inn n^in Kini? ^can nin Tiisana inv •:« tit? nta t^ 
2ta noinn iSscn "idwc n'Dnnn iCDi niKni snn nx' 
i:do njn'i r-niv Sc iiivnn ht r:'ji3 nxn mKnc a'i'S n«iD 
:i:yno icej w\oe> va iSnoo Sjiran nittm rj'nci nS'SKn mu 

jnr '3>Ke» j'jvS nipiin *ys2 inm nuni 'jbS 'ivon -im n'jo 'jk 
iisiKt? ii'Dsn ntS nvanv -xm rah ':'j> iniK nitn *:'ki mn no 
nts "in« ^^1^p jni' ':«:' R" mini ^an v-a-i b'oan m Di ^^ 
mma nan nutm nDino 'nyiipoiK'jK loiKi Svinisi mn nv 
T33 n'nc no ^'oan nt nim mn fi^'^ Tiitt nnoD nici t?M "3^3 
fiii lotrttTpi 



D^x Kin— iBt« jm:i ioe- Nip: laD n^ne^nb 
: 1320 B|'pnB' Dj? \nh '?dv-n'?i 

nv jrwnS ^13' 'J'K ':k toik ^'oan ni ny cnnn idk Bm'fl 
D'jiHj 'T3«i "Sc loinn if3ai rh^'yi Dv 'nit* nnBot? 
iDu- sip: 123 nwnaa n'n't? rro nnc nSijin m noinS inanS 
nxp inK i^in noin yaoi mi« (tint? inui nonttn jd ivut? chh 

D^V331D '13K 3"V TfK ai«n 1)30 IDinS .1311? ItV ntS '3 Tl^* 

nDinnc IV3 is'n wmv woo *i'pnnc cv jn^ DiKfi ^=1' k^ i^ 
Kinc jniJi Ml n'm? noiyri in3i'? ittoc:! iniK i'B"DD v3Bni 
»;'pnn DV in^ ^i^' n'n vh nz'-pn Sc ves -I'x* n'ns? iiL-jtnn o-int 
yr\sh woiPi 1^ iniPK^ nnDC inn nvn »^n^ mi:n Kine- ijoo 
<i« £-"3 n3"pn hv vb3 ts' n'nt? 'B'vki 'loin mwnE' ^3f3 
E'P3K vh^ invp in« ^S'S 'iw n'i3iDi vhy Si3' 'rxtr nt?K "rfr 
lOK cina 3i:yn "jb*? k'ji '3'y3 iniK nttn •:'(«? -an cdjS nyvjh 
■■ 'lii Dn3T c?" 13'E'D ':ki ^"D3n n3T ibtt Dann 

: Qiab inv-HD ban D^anonann D'-im b'*-'3 - 

iniK nnoDC n3i7i onaT B" '3 'nsT S'Dsn nm^ 03nn a»e»n 
n'3ioi Dn3in ar\\t6 yoic ^':c noinn jiaoi in'v 
bs onoBJi D'ln '?3n d'jwj' tnnun ninn ins i^n-.:' ^an injna 
^3K op 13'« "i3T Nin '3 nio 1T3 n^' noi mN> inv no 
: D"pn D^iy an'iyS nnoc:'; d"p rnst? D'3ia D'BTion 

iban "n-»a' -laob D"n3 d-in*? ait: rn'"a '3 ="■ 
nnn innx rrn'-na Dnx"? n*3*-'» "icn bxa DB^n 

mnS nyone' S'cnt? nvhai nosna nmnn nsipn 3in3n nT 
310 no S'Dan nni* i'? nv 'o '3 lenTD nti Snjn S'osn 
(liy Ssa D'miBi D'3Sn one i^3n "n ibdo •d'3 ^tono tS rrn' 
"ins'? iDKn Sk 31) -K?K B'3iy3 mnsf Kin Sj'?3 ^n *3 rniDn 
-in"V'Pi ni '3 obiun ni ^3n3 copon i-n 'd' nV iskdc ifvTt' 
n'n'E' i3"m cct^n nnn innn no D"n3 KinP3 m(6 tjd ii'k 
hv 13 nivi" 'iB^ p3pni in jrin motrji nuSini noi lanh innK 
i"n3 dikS in-XM oniw i*:b I'K onain iSw vns ncui? no Vs 
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sandacive to nur rral nelfnre. Let as but follow the adrice 
teudered by an a!1 kind and merciful LegiBlator, iii ihe lows pven 

o UB by our ancestors and tbe Prophets, 

VII., I, "A good name is belter than precious oinlioent; anil 
the day of death tbnn the day of one's birtb." 

A proof of the imposHibihty of purchasing bappiuess by the 

ae&ne of worldly pleusureH. aud excesiive gratification of 
transient di'Kires, tbc preacher cites one of the blt;»siDg 
which we may he able lo obtain by virtue and morality — a 
good name. The value of a good name is admitted eveu by 
the nioBt callous evil-doer. For though be may preteod to the 
world that he acorns public opiuioa, it may be relied upon, that 
be merely says so because he is ashamed, to own bis mortitication, 
at the contempt in which lie is held by tlie world. History 
shows ihat the greatest men the world ever produced, however 
mischievous iheir inclinnlion, however destructive their policy, 
and however vile their intrigues— aimed at a good repnlation, and 
strove by means of cunning and bribery to bide their base inten- 
tions and their pernicious aipirations from public sigiit, and 
laboured with all tbc influence they could command to preserve 
a decent name. But bialory equally showa that all their crafty 
endeavours to conceal their baseness were rendered nugatory by 
an all-wise Providence, which exposed their evd macb' nations, 
and laid bare their falsehood and deceit to the public gaze. In 
same mauner as (he value of a good name is appreciated by 
public men, we see it esteemed in private life, and domestic so- 
ciety. All the wealtb and riches iu the world are not able lo 
procure for a man a gooil name if they be ill-gotten nTid ac- 
quired by dishonest dealings, and unfair transactions All the 
aaizle of fortune and gorgeous pomp cannot secure to a man a 
good reputation, unless bis actions are baaed on the sound prin- 
ciples of morabty and virtue. The same applies to the religious 

;on duct of man. All his studied hypocrisy and fei°ncd piety 

vill not succeed to procure for bim tbe good reputation of piety, 
which he is ao anxious to acquire ; hia mock-religion will sooner 

r later be unmasked to the world, and punished with deserving 
ecorn and coutcmpt. How many cf these mock-pious men strive 
for celebrity and honor, which they can never succeed in ob- 
taining? Tbe Prophet Samuel in hie awful denunciation of the 
hypocrisy and corruption practised by the children of Eli, tbe 
High Pneat, says: tl Sam. ii. 30) "Whereupon the Loid God 

Sof Israel saitb. I said, indeed, that ihy house and the house of thy 
father should walk betore me for ever ; but now the Lord snitb, 
Be it far from me, fur ibem that honor me. I will honor, and they 
that despise mc, shall be slightly esteemed." The comparison 
with precious ointments is used by the author to show the dura- 
J biltty and imperishableness of a good name, whilst every advantage 
I on earth is perisboble and vduisbes after a certain time ; even 
I .the most precious ointment, which spreads a fmgrunt odour, 
F loses its tlnvonr gradually in the air, but the memory which 
I a good name leaves liehind is everlasting knd imperishable. 
In cases where tbe good actions of a philanthropic career 
secure to a man a good name, tbe day of death is decidedly 
better than the day of his birth ; since tlie latter leads lo a life full 
of troubles and aoguish, of uncertainty and danger; whilst the 
former is tbe conclusion of tbe troubles and vicissitudea of life, 
prepares for another and more settled world, where tlie fruits of 
virtue and morality are reaped in abundance, and where the soul 
has no more to fear from that spirit of envy, jealousy, and maUce, 
which distracts it in this worid. Tlius our sages interpret the 
passage of scripture relating the last command of David, before 
his death, to his son Solomon : "Now the days of David drew 
nigh that he should die ; and he ciiarged Solomon, bis son, 
saying, 1 go the way of all the earth, be thou strong, therefore. 
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and ahow ihywlf & man." {I tiofp, u. 2-3). The Talmndical 
interpretnlion of the passnge, saying'. "I go the vay of alt the 
earth," is, tliat he ghould every day of Ait life think of hia going — 
and perkapi, that every daij — the way of death, which is the way 
of all Hesh. It' he shall do so, he will think more of the day of 
death thnn of the day of his birth, and not easily fall into sin 
iquity. Our Sagea niao aay t " Repent one day before tiiy 
death," and aa every day may be the day before oar death, we 
must repent every day. 

2, " It is belter to go to the house of mourning, than to the 
house of feasting, for that Is the end of all men, and the living 
will lay to his heart." 

prevails among people in general, that 
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if his paasions. When the houra of enjoyment have passed, 
sobriety replaces intoxiealion, he aviakes and staits from his ^eat 
or couch with frightful coovulBions,aud on remembering the cause 
of his afHiction, the evil cogitations come upon him with double 
force, The e:ipenenced author, therefore, advises us not to 
adopt this mode of removing our aorrows, as such is but vanity 
and a momentary comfort, hut .it is better to go, says he, to the 
house of mourning, than lo the house of feasting, for that is the 
end of all men, and the living will lay it to his heart. We derive 
more consolation, and more lasting relief from ourtroublea, if we 
visit the house of mourning, and Uicre reflect that this is the end 
of all men, and that our troubles in this life wdl cease with our 
death, after which we may enter into a calmer world, less ruffled 
with cares and sorrows, if we prepare, whilst yet we can, by acts 
of piety and benevolence for the great and undisturbed fea&t 
which awaits us in life immortal. If we lay this to heart we 
derive more consolation and joy than from the intoxicating feasts 
of revelry which leave anguish and aickneas of heart behind 
them. If we go to the house of mourning with such reflections 
we shall leave it with the hopes that the heaviness of our burdens 
under which all men in this world labor more or less, will sooi 
be hghtened by the termination of our troubles, and enterin; 
into another world free from all the destructive vices which em 
bitter our time on earth. 

3, " Sorrow is better than laughter ; for by the sadness of thi 
countenance, the heart is made better." 

The laughter and joy which people often artfuUy assume fo 
, the same reason as stRted above — lo banish their sorrows — i 
equally deprecated by the preacher as the artificial feasting. It 
good effect is but momentary. It is a fact ascerlained by every 
one who has had to encounter (he violent storms which the vicis- 
situdea of fate gather around us, that it is impossible to stifle 
tlie cares and sorrows which agitate our breasts by transient 
enjoyments and aflectation of gladness. Whilst, on the contrary, 
by a due reflection of the causes of our misfortunes, by giving 
vent to tears, we ease our hearts from the oppressive burden ol 
our troubles, and derive a certain comfort from the very thought 
that we have druok the bitter cup of sorrow to the drega, and that 
we shall be relieved from them by the Lord, who is a refuge for 
the dialreased, and for the contrite of spirit. 

4, "The heart of the wise is in the bouse of mourning; but 
the heart of fools is in the house of mirth." 

The author having thus shown how uaelesa are the efforts 
eonquering fate by indulging in mirth and revelry, justly arrives 
at the conclusion that they are fools whose heart is in the bouse 
of miitb, nnd who vainly imagine that it is capable of more than 
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momentary comforts; whilst the heart of the wise would prefer 
to resort for comfort to the house of mourning, where sober 
meditation and reflection of the evils which chiefly Hriae from 
our own sinfulness anil indiscreet aclions, lead to a determination 
to amend our path, and that very thought contributes in a great 
measure to sooth our sufferings, and atlbrd ob a npiritual conso- 
Ution, which all the carnal enjoyments of this life are unable to 
bestow upon a determined mind. 

o, " It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man 
to hear the song of fools." 

The rebuke of thi 
of the fool is but a 
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6, "For as tbecracking of thorns under a pot, so ia the laughter 
of fooU ; this is also rauity." 

As the crackling of the thorns is but an empty sound, after 
wluch the thorns are consumed, nod turn into ashes, so is the 
laughter of the fool, generally without ciiuse or renaoD, and only 
disturbs the harmony and peace of society. 

7, "Surely oppresaion niakcth a wise man mad, and a gift 
deatroyeth tlie heart." 

The consequences of oppression generally show themselves on 
the mind, even stronger than on the body, and the wiser the man 
the more keenly does he feel the chagriu which any deprivation 
of his liberty causes him, whilst on the other hand a show of too 
much liberality in gifts and presents are equally oppressive to >n 
independent miud. 

1, "Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: 
and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit." 

The author intends to ofler his soothing consolation to those 
who devote the days of their life to the continual study and 
meditation of the word of God, who direct their mind to ponder 
on the work of creation, called into existence by the word of the 
Omnipotent, and yet are exposed to want, yea, and very often to 
penury. The unhappy condition of those persons might cause 
them in time of despair, to swerve from their integrity, and in 
moments of despondency burst forth in complaints, exclaiming 
witli Asaph : " Verily, loe have cleansed our heart in vain, and 
washed our hands in innocency. For all tlie day long 'we have 
been plagued and chastened every morning." (Psalm lixiii. 13- 
14). The wise king therefore says, "Better is the end of a 
thing," 4c, The happy end which awaits those sufferers in an 
everlasting world, will by far surpass the transient joys of this 
valley of sorrow, and those wlio are " patient in spirit," viz., who 
filially submit to the will of God, will be more feheitous than 
those who in their arrogance dare to question the wisdom of God 
and hie just decrees. 

9, " Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry, for anger resteth 
in the bosom of fools." 

Many people are prone to condemn the ways of Providence on 
earth, and to ascribe iujustice to its dispensation, when they see 
the wicked prosper, and the righteous suffer ; they not only grow 
wroth and angry, but despair of reward and future prospects. 
The wise preaeher admonishes them, therefore, to he neither 
ha<ty nor angry, for we may rely on the promises vonchsafed to 
mankind, that sooner or later the wicked will meet with their due 
retribution, whilst the righteous will also come in for their share 
of reward, if not in this, it will be in a future state. 

10, ■• Say not thou, what is the cause that the former days 
were better than these ! For thou dost not enquire wisely con- 
cerning this." 

Altbough holy writ sufficiently testifies to the wisdom and 
justice of Providence, when we read of the ultimate success of 
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the pious, and the rewitrJs which the Patrinrelia obtained after 
lODg trials nnd sufferings ; whilst sinners though successful for a 
time, were in the end defeated and destroyed ; yet there are men 
who any, this was all very good in former days, but these things 
do not happen now. The author of this Book, however, warns 
ua against this erroneous notion. Times are always and ever 
will remain the same. Th; discrepancy and inequajity must be 
allribiited to our weakness in understanding and insufficiency in 
enquiry. If we, however, pntiently and deliberately search for 
the causes, ne shall find that the times are junt the same as ihey 
were then, but that it is our own doings which bring aliout the 
chnnges, nnd retard the progress, which mankind is able to make 
in every branch of true knowledge which we are capaltle of, but 
have woefully neglected. 

1 1, "Wisdom is good with nn iiiheritance, and by it there is 
prolit to them that see the sun." 

To those who thiuk that of the two attributes, wisdom and 
wealth, wealth is the most preferable, for they say, " What avails all 
wisdom if we have no wealth ? the author replies, it is true riches 
are very nseful, and no doubt if ihey are coupled with wisdom 
and prudence, confer happiness on their possessor, yet, taking 
each of the two separately, wisdom is the most preferable, for it 
gives life t« those that possess it, inasmuch as by wisdom we may 
purchase and obtain riches, but we cannot by riehes alone obtain 
wisdom. Money is necessary, but wisdom is stdl more so, as the 
latter can connote us and help us out of our embarrassments, 
when we have none of the former, but the former cannot assist 
us, if we have none of the laiier. 

12, " For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence; but 
the eicellency uf kaowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them 
that have it." 

The commentary of this verse is already included in the pre- 
vious one, to vbiuh we tlierefore refer the reader, as the two 
verses are closely connected with each other. 

13, "Consider the work of God: for who can make that 
straight, which He has made crooked?" 

The only guide in our researches into the dispensation of 
Providence should he "revelation," by which we have a proper 
insight, so far as man is allowed to have, of ihe works of God. 
But it is impossible for man to alter anything in the Creation, 
and that which appears to our feeble eye crooked, surely we are 
not able to make straight. 

U, " In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of ad- 
versity consider ; God alao hath set tlie one over againat the other, 
to the end, that man shonld find nothing after him." 

In adversity we ought to consider the lesson given to ns in 
scripture, that the sufferings and troubles which the righteous 
undergo in this world are (o purify their souls, to remove the 
leaven and evil tendencies from our minds, and to purge the dross 
from the gold, so that when we are cleansed in this world Irom 
sins, we should tind nothing left after us which might prevent 
our enjoying future bliss in that purity, which onlya soul free from 
sins and vice is permitted to enjoy. Death and chastisements 
ate, as our sages say, the effects of sin and iniquity ; when wehave 
suffered death, and undergone the punishment we deserve, then 
only can we call ourselves prepared for entering the new and 
everlasting Ufe. Devoted reader! Bow, therefore, down with a 
aubmiesive heart to the will of God, " In the day of prosperity 
be joyful." If riches have been bestowed on thee, enjoy ihem 
witli feelings of gratitude to the Donor ; but if adversity has been 
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thy lot, consider — investigate with an unbiassed mind thy past 
conduct, and reflect whether thy sufferings are not a just punish- 
ment for the ungodly and dissipated life thou hast led, and ac- 
" iiowledge the justice of thy fate, as enjoined by our sages, " to noiKO iniD nntt pnin KSO' H)V IJ'aP3 TTO in K3t? Dl' iniH 
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bIc*B God for the evil as well aa for the good" that befaU ua. 
So David, whose earlier life, though it was an uniaterrupted auc- 
cessioD of Bufferings and domestic cakmiiies, itiU exclaimed 
(Psalm 116) "[ found trouble and sorrow, and called upon the 
name of the Lord." Consider, the troubles that bef&l man in 
this world asa just punishment for his sins, reflect also that those 
very punishments are intended by the mcrcifid God to cleanse oa 
from all our ioiquitiea in this world, in order to enjoy everlasting 
bliiBin that to come. Hence the concluding phrase of our veree; 
"God has set the one over against the olher, viz., the day of 
adversity, of suffering and muery, l^ atone for our Kins while yet 
on earth, "to the end that man should find nothing after him," — 
when his earthly career ia closed, — to exclude him from partici- 
pating of " the goodness which is in store for the righteous." 

15, "All things have I seen in the days of my vanity i there' 
is a just man that perisheth in his right eouaneas, and there is a 
wicked rann that prolongeth his life in his wickedness," 

We have alluded to this question, and shown that the solution 
of this difiiculty is the cause of want of confidence in the diapen- 
aation of justice by God, but the preacher wisely exhorts ua: 

16, " Be not righteous over much, neither make thyself over 
wise; why shouldst thou destroy thyself?" 

In many instances, we do not understand where to draw the 
line between righteousness and superabundant piety, or between 
wickedness and a stncl and rigorous discipline. Thos, many a 
man has, by eicess of benevolence and liberality beyond his 
means, destroyed his happioesB. King Saul was too kind-hearted 
and weak-minded lo govern, and, contrary to the command of 
God, spared the life of king Agag, which might have brought new 
calamaiics in the Jewish nation, as the Amalekites were their 
most cruel oppressors. The Prophet Samuel, therefore, in the 
name of God, disqualified him from governing the Israelites. On 
the other hand, we see that severity sometimea carried to too 
great an extent, degenerates into tyranny and oppression, when 
applied iu cates where there is no neceasity for rigour. Both 
extremes are dangerous, and the preacher therefore justly con- 
demns then). 

17, IS, " Be not over much wicked ; neither be thou foolish, 
why shouldst thou die before thy time?" 

" It is good that thou shoulst take hold of this ; yea, also from 
this withdraw not thine band \ for he that feareUi God, shall 
come forth of them all." 

!n order \a be able to draw the line between such benevolence 
as ia required from ua, and excessive liberality, which we need 
not exercise, and which only tends to our ruin ; and likewise in 
order that we may clearly distinguish between justice, and the 
rigour which the law demands, and unnecessary severity, tyranny, 
and vindictiveness. In order, says the preacher, not to confuse 
the one with the other, and to avoid the abyss into which either 
extreme would plunge us, we have but to lay hold of the exam- 
ples which our law and sacred history afford us, and by fearing 
God, and nothing else, we are sure to be charitable and just, to 
be kind and sincere, and not to be led astray by personal interest, 
either of ourselves, or that of our friends, neither to exercise 
Donecessary harshness, nor to be weak in the execution of our 
duties, when they command the vindication of the law, and the 
setting of a salutary example to others, and thus prevent a re- 
currence of the oS'ence which we are bound to puniah. 

19, 20, "Wisdom strengtheneth the wise, more than ten 
mighty men which are in the city." 

Man ought always to regulate his affairs — secular as well as 
spiritual — by wisdom and discretion. Wisdom, however, must 
be baaed on the fear of God, and obedience to Hia l&wa. The 
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man in whom sncli wisdoin predominatea viU succeed in leading 
a life of purity and godlineaa, and will not be carried away by 
sensual aegires of carnal voluptuonaDCBa. Heoce tbc words of 
our author, tliat " wisdom strengtheneth the wise," viz., that 
wisdom which originates from the fear of God— and of wliich 
die royal Psalmist says : (cui. 10) "The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom," — " strengtheneth the wise more than the 
ten mighty men which are in the city." 

The Hebrew word Ty " cily " is here figuratively used for the 
human body. The " ten mighty men" that are therein, indicate the 
two hands, two feet, two ears, iwo eyes, tl)e mouth, and the 
heart, (vide Treatise Nedarim,) the ready and powerful aux- 
iliaries that devise and carry out man's lustfVil desires. Sat 
tme wisdom, and genuine fear of God, the attributes of the truly 
wise, will strengthen him to conquer over the unhoty emotion of 
a sinful heart. Should he, however, who is thus guided by the 
laws of true wisdom, happen, inadvertently, to deviate from the 
path of virtue, will, nevertheless, be prompted by the fear of God, 
to confess his error, and return to God, who is ready to receive 
those who call upon him in truth. 

21, 22, " Also take teheed unto all the words that are spoken ; 
lest thou hear thy aerrant curse tbee : for oftentimes also thine 
own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast cursed 

Most beautiful and salutary lessons are to be derived from the 
connection of the present passage with the preceding verses. Yc, 
says the preacher, who act in accordance with the law of God, 
and His commandments, who arc guided by true wisdom and 
knowledge, be on your guard, not to tend a willing ear to slan- 
derers and calumniators. For slander is Injurious to both parties. 
Both the slanderer, and he who receives slanderous reports, will 
ultimately become the victims of their evil propensities. Calumny 
is like the sting of the adder, which appears to be but a slight 
injury on the surface of the skin, but in reality infuses its deadly 
venom into the inner veins and poisons the very root of hfe. 

The children of Israel, who, by the special interference of God, 
were redeemed from the bondage of Egypt, and who were deemed 
worthy to witness the revelation of the Most High, on Mount 
Sinai, to receive the commandments by the hand of Moses, have, 
by their listening to the f.ilse reports of those who were deputed 
to search the land of Canaan, incurred the displeasure of the 
Lord, and were doomed 1o die in the wilderness, as well as the 
calumniators themselves, as recorded in holy writ, (Numbers liv. 
35.) "1, the Lord, have said, I will surely do it with all this 
evil congregation that are gathered together against me -. in this 
wilderness shall they he consumed, and there they shall die. 
And the men that Moses sent to search the land, who returned, 
and made all the congregation to murmur against bim, by 
bringing up a slander upon the land. Even those men that 
brought up the evil report npon the land, died by the plague 
before the Lord." 

Therefore, thou, whose actions are weighed in the scale of 
knowledge and wisdom, shun the slanderer and backbiter, as 
thou wouldst a serpent. Give him no opportunity to instil his 
poison in thy ear, lest he perverts thy judgment, and goads thee 
on to deeds, the disastrous consequences of which will recoil 
npon thy own head. Regard not, nor take to heart, were he 
even to tell thee that servants have cursed thee. Should such 
report still reach thee try to extenuate the fault by the thought 
that perhaps thy harsh and unkind treatment might have provoked 
them to this indiscreet expression. Consider that thou ofteutimes 
dost maintain such thoughts within thyself, and in spite of thy 
bosated forbearance, thy own heart knowest, "that thou tLyeelf 
likewise hast cursed others." 
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i. COMMtKTAET ON ECCIBSIASIE3. 

23, S4, "All tluB have I provtd by wisdom ; I said, I will be 
*iifl ; but ii was far from me. That whicb b far off aod exceed- 
ing deep, who can fiod it out?" 

The preacher now, from his own experience, denounce* all 
boasting of human wisdom, if not founded on the superior wis- 
dom with which the revealed law of God is replete. No mortal 
enjoyed the greal gift of human research in so eminent a degree 
as the author of this sacred book of Eccleaiastes i and when 
asked by the Lord what he required, he demanded neither riches, 
nor honour, nor worldly power — bat wisdom. And Holy Writ 
tellfl us that this humble request found favour with God, who 
conferred upon him judgment and nnderstanding, so that be be- 
came wiser than all men ia the East, When, however, he 
e.iceeded the limits which the Allwise has set to human under- 
standing, — when he trespassed the precautionary laws, thinking 
that he needed them not— he fell into the snare of his own over- 
weening imagination, and sank to the level of the most licentious 
and iniquitous idolators. Hence that great contempt for human 
boaating in one's own wisdom which pervades the writings of 
Solomon, and of this remarkable book in particular. He also 
denounces the idle speculation in which the astrologers of that 
age indulged, who imposed on the credulity of princes and rulers, 
and on the general mob ; as, also, all sublunary inres ligations 
tending to forctel the fate of man hy ccrtaiu signs and omens, 
which he also refuted as profitless and false. He is fully sensi- 
ble of the last injunctions of his father David, on his death bed : 
"And thou, Solomon, my son, know thoQ the God of thy fathers. 



and serve him wilh a perfect heart and with a willing mind ; for 
the Lord searcheth all hearts and understandeth all the imagiua- 
liona of the thoughts ; if thou seek him he will be found by thee ; 
but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever," (I Chron. 
xxviii. 9,) He therefore prefers the knowledge of God, and obedi- 
ence to his behests, to aJl human philosophy and speculation. 

25, " I applied mine heart to know, and to search and to seek 
wisdom and the reason of things, and to know the wickedness of 
folly, even of foolishness and madness." 

The author here points out the necessity of selecting in our 
study Buch works as are based on the principles of wisdom— that 
is, luiowledge of God and his revelation ; and not to confound 
with them the empty talk and speculative works of infidels, who 
imagine that their wisdom is sufficient to clear up the mysteries 
of creation. Thus, for instance, do we find in our philosophical 
works, which are founded on revelation, the proper definitions of 
the free agency of man — of reward and punishment on earth and 
hereafter— and on all the other difficult questions arising in the 
stndy and contemplation of nature and revelations, and have the 
power to reconcile man to his fate ; while the works of the scep- 
tics plunge the short-sighted mortals from perplexity to perplex- 
ity — from doubts to uncertainly, and gall every moment of their 
short 
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26, " And I find more bitter than death the woman whose 
heart is snares and nets, and her bands as bands; who pleaaeth 
God shall escape from her, but the sinner shall be taken by 
her." 

Amongst the evils which man has to suffer on earth, none is 
perhaps greater than that of being allied to a bad wife—to 
who, instead of soothing his anguish and comforting him in 
tress, aggravates his troubles hy boisterous, querulous, and 
tating conduct. The author secma, however, to speak here of 
one still wome— of one who, instead of assisting betrays him, and 
in lieu of, hy faithfulneEs and attachment, rendering matrimony 
a blessing, makes it a curse ; and instead of sweetening the hours 
of his domestic life, embitters and makes them nnsupportabli 
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I COMMENTARY I 



1 EC0LE9IASTES, 



( 44 ) nSnp ISO ^ ci-i'B 

piiiv vnn nn pai: k'?! inits 3101? dWh nto ID13 nsw tpb 
'wS noa ^ 1311H ninan -rpa 'iiai 'jyi nisit? nsryjc na 

mn nn'ontJ-ai D"n3 jri^ au*!' "'"i n"'t?n 'w vdd tv iiiww 
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■*3in'i n^' caia wnc 'd 3"1I -kw oSiyn ^id in nvian bsbi ii> 
3n"iyni tn"iya D'n?«n 'jeb aio .Tn* n:DD o^o'i noin md W 
na panjB' utaini inn nx" nxui itdir una inK nSin Kinw "m 
: innut? ids 3n"iyni in"iM fi^ara idi' 



1 Many a husband has tbns fallen into the snaxe which his wife 

I hu entwined around him; and no one experienced this evil ia a 

I greater degree than the aathor of Ecclesiastea himself. Hence 
Eis book of Proverbs abounds with denunciaUons of a faithless 
wife, and the eloquent indignation against the base and treacher- 
B harlot, who sells her lover for the grati^cation of her anea- 
tiable cravings, and sacrificeB him and hie dearest interest for the 
concubinage of another. The happiness of man, therefore, de- 
pends in a great measure on the choice of a wife. But as our 
underatanding is but hmited, and our discretion short-sighted, it 
happens that we often select a wife, who \>j appearance and re- 
pute is a virtuous andfaitlifnl one, but what with disappointments 
in life, and the occarrence of other untoward events, she is 
seduced from the path of virtue, and follows the advice of traitors 
and malefactora. It is, therefore, only he "that plcoacs God 
who escapes from snares ;" but the sinner incurred the displea- 
sure of Qod hy his misdeeds — is taken by her, and entangled in 
the artful net Bpread around him, from which he can never extri- 
cate himself. The evils of following the advice of a wife indis- 
creetly, are fearfully exhibited in the case of Adam, of Samson, 
f the author himself, and are more fully described in the 
6th chapter of his book of Proverbs, where the memorable pas- 
sage occurs, "for by means of a faithless woman, a man is 
brought to a piece of bread ; and the adultress will hunt for a 
precious life," These disappointments, however, most frequently 
occur when a man selects a wife for her personal allurements 
only, and is so taken with her personal beauty, that he inquires 
not afler her character for virtue and mental qualities. In such 
I, the resnlt depends upon chance, and frequently is a bad 
For wherever the choice is made, and the contemplated 
purpose is the gratification of animal passion, matrimony is sure 
to turn out a curse instead of a btessing. The author, therefore, 
impresses upon our mind to be guided in our selection of a com- 
panion for life by sober and religious motives, if we wish to avoid 
the bitterness of treachery and faithlessness with which an evil- 
disposed wife is certain to fill the cup of our fate ; and, on the 
other hand, the benefits and happiness in which we are to pass 
our days and those of our children at the side of a virtuous and 
gad-fearing wife. Nor are these results confined to our happi- 
ness in this world, but extend to that of the future, since this life 
s but the vestibule in which we have to prepare ourselves for the 
entrance into the palace. 

27, " Behold, this have I found, aaith the preacher, counting 
me by one, to find out the account." 

This verse is a summary of his previous philosophical remarks. 
I The preacher here points out in a hv words the imminent 
' danger and utter destruction into which man is sure to be _ 

pitatedbyabondoning himself to the folly of levity and sensuality, 

which imperceptibly leads to the impairing crimes of profligacy 

and lewdness. 

He who gives himself up to theseducing charms of profligate 

woman, " whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands," 

will sink from vice to vice. The first step leads imperceptibly to others which, ultimately, destroys mai 

HEREApTCR. "This I have found," says the preacher, counting one by one, " produced a numerical 

28, " Which yet my soul seeketh, but I fiud not : one man among a thousand have I found ; bat a 
have I not found." My own life, says Solomon, furnishes ample proof of the truth of my assertion, 
wealth to indulge every wish ray heart could suggest. 1 was surrounded hy women of ^almost every oation, who were the 
slaves of my will. As it is recorded (1 Kingaxi. 3.) — "And he had seven hundred wives and three hundred concubine*.' 
But they turned away his heart from God, and led him to build high places for Chemoth, the abomioalion of Moab, 
Moloch, the abomination of the children of Ammon, The preacher, therefore, justly remarks, " Though my soul seeki 
to extenuate the fault of the fickleness and weakness of those women by whom I was unfortunately led astray; yet, in sj 
of the wisdom granted me by God, 1 did not succeed to find out in my efforts, why the Allwise Creator, on the one bai 
formed them to sootbe the sufferings of man, and, on the other hand, denied them many indispensable qualities found in 

29, "Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright: but they have sought out many inventions." 
The crown of the creation was wisely consummated by God in calling into existence the first parents of mankind, for whi 
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D'B'iS nof) 'nKXD ni n»i oyon ni 13b dk *a onon cniK 

happiness here and 



A COUHGNTAKY ON ECCLEBIASHSS. 

sale all was creeted. He created them in his own image, after 
his OWE iikeneBH. He endowed them with a liTing soul, emanat- 
ing from the universal spirit, which animates the whole creation, 
intended to be perfection itself. This, the preacher meanl in the 
passage, God hath made man upright, &c. The qualities of the 
soul stood in com mensuration with the end God liad appointed 
man to attain ; the obedience to hts Creator enjoined upon him, 
was conformable with the facultiea of a mind capable of discrimi- 
nating between right and wrong ; " hut they (men) aought out 
many inTeniions." 

The disobedience of our first parents to the commandment of 
the Lord, brought about by the temptation of the serpent, pros- 
trated their primitive judgment from the pinnacle of spiritnal 
eminence; obacured their intellectual powers; and lowered them 
to that miserable condition of wretchedness, so as to become the 
victims to passions and failings — the origin of the first sin. The 
urpent beguiled Eve : Eve in her turn persuaded Adam to share 
the forbidden fruit, and by bo doing became the parent of a 
ainful progeny. 

Taking this passage in connexion with the preceding veraea, we 
come to the conclusion that Salomon endeavoured to ascertain why 
iromen, in general, are the stumbling- blocks to the career of 
man's eminence, and purity of soul ? And the result of his re- 
searchea he cJtpresses to be fouud in the baneful influence 
exercised by Eve over Adam, in persuading him into disobedience 
to the will of God. 

My own life, says the preacher, furnishes a striking example of 
the demoralising influence of woman over man. God had com- 
manded, by the hand of Moses, that the future king in Israel " shall 
not multiply wives unto himself, that his heart turn not away," but 
I, regardless of this wise commandment, took more wives than the 
law of God sanctioned, or the policy of men would recommend ; 
relying on my wisdom and firmness, to escape the seductive 
importunities of thousand- to ngued females, intriguing for their 
own purpose, uniting all to make me the tennis-ball of their 
deaigns. My self-oonceit met with the deserved punishment. 
In the course of time, my wives led me astray from the path of 
virtue and godhness ; I was plunged into voluptuousness, and 
utter disregard of the law of God, till at last 1 did not scruple at 
idolatry itself. As clearly indicated in the foUowing verses: (I 
Kings, xi. 4") " For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, 
that his wivea turned away his heart, after other gods, and his 
heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the heart of 
David his father." I polluted the fame 1 bad acquired for 
wisdom and knowledge among men, and incurred the displeasure 
of the Lord, and his punishment ; who pronounced against me 
the following severe but just sentence : " Wherefore the liord 
said unto Salomon, forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou 
hast not kept my covenant and statutes, which I have commanded 
thee, 1 will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it 
to thy servant." { 1 Kings xi. 2") 

VIII, I, "Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the 
interpi^tation of a thing T a man's wisdom maketh his face to 
ahine, and ihc baldness of bis face shall he changed." 

Solomon, of whom Scripture bears witness, " he was wiser than 
all men," thus confcssea his own error, in having Ughlly esteemed 
the word of God, by deeming himself secure against tbe allure- 
ments and fascinationa of numerous seraglios and harems intro- 
duced into his court, against the express command of the Lord. 
His dream of security vanished, and left him stricken with the 

Siercing arrows of remorse, for the trespass be had committed. 
[e, therefore, exclaims: "Who is to wise, as to know the inter. 
pretatioQ of a thing?" The will of God is inscrutable, and 
human wisdom, being limited and faUible, ia incapable of usder- 
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K KCCLEBUBTBB. ( 46 ) n'^p "ISO ^ BTl'B 

nx hjf T3BP mip i«nnn tnio yrvxf ids fio-^i ncna A 
ip-D3 no'^i rcna i"? -fn »iVi laj? -oio n'-vn n-n Tan' 
■iji mi 1-iB D'n'rK crh tom 'Ui en'* nnw tq'i inKnaa 
'iji 1:3 "iSnno -n ^d nK lyctn nimn tdk Konp nni* 3trBV 
unw i'j6 Konn 'jdo 'Mi o'rA*( 'n 'sdo incm ontcn Kanm 
: n'*m '3D niK-iS o'js \'? put 

: on'^te npiac rrort h^ iiy^ "jSa-'B ':« "= 

•3K Dtrjn -m "tv 'h jn'tw to Sj? tdk DnnK*? nix^ n(3 -([sjt 
fKi mina arap tot? oSiy Sc «So I'^o 'd inin niso 
K^i n'-t?n (TTD ^03*7 na osnnnV i^SM '-cinn mtin nW* 
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niriM' mai fw -pan* ma"! D'^pv mK:i "pir? e^i jmA 
linocj'si nijia hV nioS vniM cpS iniK rapnr en"* 
vn bonV na npiacn nm TnnS oi(t3 nSs' c" noi an-ijo 
: n«t^ br nun 

ny E" I'flrr-'?^'? '3 : D3n 3"? jn' t^s^'ai njn 

-r\h jni' iJj'ir'3 : vSy n3T DiNn-njn '3 dbbw 

: iS T3' '01 rrn* -ib'n3 '3 httc 

^ TDt? ite 'B •]n'^•i TCK mKfi nriK itsx D'sinsn nStt gfiTfi 
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^3^ -iB-Ka nCT' rsn' tb'K ba 3ia nT-n nwo '?3 iokhi narwo 
mnj "I'Sn irj 1*3 iid'tc ik -{yo dk inin3 3icn '131 jiobp t^ 
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■faoding ihe ways of the AU-wlae. Dares he, in his short-aighled 
unJentaodrng, eiinwe himieif lo Umptiition, which he Tainly 
imagine* 10 rewatT Nay, he only then can be considered truly 
wice, when hia wiidom origicatea from the fear of God, (ride cb. 
ni. 9) and fulfilling with reTereotial obedieoGe Hia precepts. 
Such wiadom, aayi tlie preacher, makea a man'a face to ahine," 
enablea him to remain in the pretence of God ; and the boldneaa 
and recklcMneaii which quibble with, and queationa the atatntea 
and the lawa of Heaven, " will be changed." Hia reckleaa pre- 
sumption will be humbled, and abame and conatenialion will 
cover and "change hia boldface." 

Aa long aa Adam remained in a atate of innocence, God com- 
muaicat«a with him, and he rejoiced to receive the commands of 
hia Creator ; aa we find (^Gta. i. 2-^) " And God blessed them, 
and God aaid unto them, be fruitful and multiply." Butacarcely 
had our firat parents committed the firat sin, the conaciousneea of 
their guilt begot in them shame and remorse, and Adam avoided 
to meet the preaence of hia Maker. For "when they heard the 
voice of the Lord God walking in the garden, in the cool of the 
day, Adam and his wife bid themselves from the presence of the 
liord God, among the ireea of the garden." 

2. " I counael thee to keep the king's commandment, and that 
in regard of the oath of God." 

The penitent preacher having thus clearly nhown in the pre- 
ceding verse, hia own melancholy example, the culpability aa well 
as the dangerous consequences emnnniitig from a frivolous evi 
of, and an arrogant deviation from the law« of God, he now 
tinuea to exhort to obedience an unqualified obaervauce of llis 
will : " I cDunael thee to keep the King's commandment.'* 
" Whatever commandment the Kiitff of kingi haa given thee, 
observe with sincerity and with a willing and believing heart. At- 
tempt not to pbiloBojihise about the why and the wherefore? 
Human wisdom is finite. We cannot compass Ihe entity of God. 
His wisdom is infinite, and his lawa are wise and beneficial to 
mankind." 1, therefore, counsel thee to keep the ATiny'a com- 
mandment, and that on account of the oath by which we were 
abjured. Tlie covenant, which the Lord made with our an- 
cestors, on Mount Sinai, on receiving the laie, and into which 
they entered for themselvea and their posterity, renders it binding 
upon us to regard the aacredneas of an uncoaditional and unso- 
pnisticatcd observance of that law transmitted lo ua from oui 
forefathers. 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, " Be not haaty to go out of hia aight ; stand not 
in an evil thing, for he doeth whatsoever pleaseth him," &c. 

If thou walkest in the path of virtue, and if thy conduct 
life is in unison vrith the law of God, be not dismayed at so 
trying calamity it pleases Heaven to visit thee with. Mum 
not against hia dispensation. Say not, I am innocent, my ways 
are just. Boast not of thy righteousness and purity of heart 
question not the jualice of ihe judge of all mankind. Whateve 
he ordaina, ia for tliy good. SLtouId evil befal thee, let it not 
diaturh thy aerenity of «out, but trust undismayed in Providence, 
that willed it so for some better purpose, and "go on " perseve- 
ringly in the way of rectitude and godliness. The chaaUsement 
of Uie Lord is the gentie rod. wlierewith he slrikea those he loves, 
to purge them from the errors ihcy may have unwittingly com- 
mitted. For there is no punishment without sin ; the weaJc- 
neos and failing of human nature prevail at times over our 
better intentions, and lead ua, as it were, against our own will 
astray from tlie right path. But the failings of the righteous 
are oidy momentary, and they soon return with penitence and 
siibmiaBJon ; for they are fully aware that there is also 

for jiidgment 

" wiioae anger endnreth hut i 
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CooviDg that " whoso keepeth tha commandment ahall feel no 
.•?il thing." 

As the royal preacher teaches lu in another place, (Prov. iii. 
[ll, 12) "My son, despiae not the chaatenmg of the Lord, 
itieilher be wear; of bia correction. For whom tbe Lord loieth, 
he correcteth, e»ea aa a father the son, in whom he delighteth." 
1 Receive, therefore, BubmissiTely, the correction decreed against 
fihee by Almighty God, " for he doelh whatsoever he pleaaeth." The 
jlltwa of an earthly king are inviolable, and strict obedience is 
itxacted of every one. "Where the word of a king ia, there is 
ipower, and who can aay to him, what doeat thou ?" How much 
Inore implicit obedience are we owing to our Creator f we, the 
JCreaturea of His will. How greater must be our aubmisaion to 
Eis bebeata, and to the divine laws he baa given us. for he is tbe 
iXinff a/ kingt, and who can sny unlo him, what doest thou 7" 
' 8, "There is no man tbat haa power over the spirit to retain 
jthe spirit, neither hatii be power in the day of death ; and there 
« no discharge in that war ; neither ahall wickedness deliver 
pboae that are given to it." 

I The following appears to be the purport of this verse : Man 
onght, always, to consider himself, while on his earthly career, 
iM a traveller repairing to a distant shore, to reach which, be 
Iproridea ample meana to carry him through all vicisaitudea and 
•.Oangera of so tedious and periloua a journey. Steadfastness of 
l,^nrpoae, and unflinching perseverance, will bring the desired 
'■^goal within hia reach. Talong the fear of the Lord an hw com- 
ffoit, it will conduct him safely over dangerous clitTs and 
^.destructive shoals, in dark nights of misfortune and affliction, 
:l where no guiding star cheers his way, and where no sun sends 
,'lus healing wings into his desponding soul. Fear of God is the 
j' unerring needle which ever pointa heavenwarda. Those who spend 
; their hfe in the fear of God will cheerfully look forward for that 
important day, when tbe termination of their perilous journey 
I mrnves, when they are sure to receive the reward treaaured up 
I,. for them iu the land of promise. 

L' For however pure and irreproachable the earthly life of man 
, iigay be, he ought always to consider the frailty of human nature, 
ita liabUity to err, and ita aiiscepdbility of vicious propensities, 
[ vhich he must endeavour to overcome. But alas ! life is abort, 
'i tnd repentance long. And to tbe end that death may not over- 
ly take man unprepared, be must daily, nay, hourly, give himself up 
I to repeolonce. As our sages say: (Ethics) "R*penl one day 
before thy death ;" which meana, be penitent every day of thy 
life, since thou knowest not the day which will terminate thy 
earthly pilgrimage. 
[ The wise preacher, therefore, justly says : " there is no power 
over tbe spirit," when (he hour of death arrives. " to retain the 
spirit," because " there ie no power over the day of death." As 
long as man is in the enjoyment of health and bodily strength, 
I he has the free-mil to act as he chooRCs. But when his strength 
decays, and death overtakes him, his lifeless body becomes a 
corpse of clay, without motion and will. Tbe soul which is a 
.lamp of the Lord, can then exercise no power over tbe dead 
body. 

Solomon continues in the latter part of this verse to impress 
^apoo us this salutary admonition, illustrating it with an ex- 
ample from real life. Power and wealth exercise generally great 
influence in the aflairs of man ; but the strength that wield the 
Bword cannot always gain the battle, aa we find bow Goliath, the 
Philistine, who boasted of his bodily strength, and challnnged 
the whole campof Israel, was slun by David, and his head severed 
from hia body by his own sword. Neither can wealth amassed 
with art and cunning deliver him who possesses it: as David 
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brother, nor gire to Qod a r&Daom for him ;" and in another place 
we Had " wealth cannot prevail in the day of wrath." 

10, " All ibis have I seen, and applied my henrt unto every 
work that is done under the snn, there is a time wherein one man 
ruletb over aaother to hia own hurt," &c. In contemplating the 
prosperity of the wicked, and the recklessness of then- perverse 
manner, in glorying in their own wickedness, and tramphng over 
the righteons, I asked. Why is such power given to the wicked 
to rule tyrannically over hia fellow-niBQ ; but when I considered 
the justice of God 1 found — 

11, 12, "Because sentence against an evil work is not executed 
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in 
them to do evil," &c. 

Ood, in his long-suffering and great mercy, gives time to 
the wicked to turn from their wickedness, but they, inured as 
they are in sin, continuing their vicious life, not only neglect the 
intended profit of the respite granted them by the Almighty- 
judge, but plunge deeper and deeper into vice ; ultimately, how- 
ver, they will reap as they have sown, and just retribution will 
e tneted oat to them according to their deeds; and even if we 
ee "a sinner do evil an hundred times, and God sufTers him to 
continue his vicious life, and withholds hisjhaods from striking,' 
io know " that it is for the benefit of the just, to the end 
that they may fear him." The righteous, in adversily. seeing 
•■ wicked prosper, will not murmur against Providence, but 
Bobrait with resignation to its dispensation, anticipating the un- 
speakable felicity laid up for them in the world to come. 

13, " But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he 
prolong his days, which are as a shadow; because he fearethuol 
before God," 

Having thus clearly shewn tliat imperishable happineBs, celes- 
tial felicity, aud the feasting on the Divine glory, await the piouE 
in the world to come, the Royal Preacher now concludes, " but it 
shall not be well with the wicked," indicating that those gloi 
eipectatjona will never fall to the portion of the ungodly ; 
though we see them prospering in this world, we ought to 
aider their prosperity as transient and perishable, as it is the 
with every tiling terrestrial ; a sudden change destroying all their 
piness, which passes away as the shadow of a flying bird, and 
tbis-they incur because they fear not the Lord. 

4, "There is a vanity which is done upon the earth; that 
there be just men unto whom it happeneth according to the work 
of the wicked; again, there be wicked men to whom it happeneth 
according to the works of the righteous i I said that this also is 
vanity." 

Without quoting the iUastration and commentary expressed 
by our Talmudists (Treatise Hori-yolh, fol. 10), and of other ex- 
pounders, which, with all due deference to their biblical lore, 
m unaatisfactory. I, the least of their disciples, humbly cou- 
re that the following is, perhaps, the meaning of the verse. 
The indulgent will, however, allow me to premise that the word 
?3n, here, must not be rendered as usually by vanity, but by 
folly, or deficiency of true judgment. 

It is, alas, a well known fact, that human nature is prone to 
judge by appearance. It is by appearance we form an opinion, 
and sit in judgment regarding the actions of our neighbour. We 
scrutinise every deed of our feUow- creature, we even censure the 
best of their actions, because iu our boasted self-sufliciency and 
in the vain-glory of onr short-sighted wisdom, we do not endeavour 
to make ourselves acquainted with the real motives by which 

I they ore actuated, in the achievement of their object in view, 
though, as it appears, we must confess, that their general con- 
duct in life is in strict accordance with religion and morality. 
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Kia'K OE' HIED ain 13 t?TBi? no rW3 fi'" 3inan cnoK ii^fib 
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According to these prelinuiiarieB, the veree may be eiplaitied 
in the folloving manoer : " there is a folly commtttea upon 
mnh," meaniDg, the patting impHcit reliance in the iDfaliibUily 
of our jadgment with regard to the opinion we form of the actions 
of others, without taking the trouble to ascertain or to penetrate 
into the real intention or motive of the otherwise bhimelesa man, 
and which is oftea manifosted in condemning the righteous who 
happen to act as the works of the wicked, viz., some of their 
■otioDB, which at the hraC sight appear to be at variance with 
their general course of their pious life, — which, however, has 
•ome godly motive — as we find in the biblical history of Tamar 
and Jaeli and vice verta, we are prone to eulogize the wicked, 
who happen to do the works of the righteous, viz., we sometimes 
behold the wicked perforoiiiig acta of charity, &c. ; benevolence, 
emauHting, however, from pride or some impure motive, cnlcu- 
lated to excite sympathy and confidence, with the view of working 
upon the credulity of the unsuspicious, to turn it to their own 
benefit. 

15, " Then I commended mirth, because a man bae no better 
nnder the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be merry: for 
that abide with him of his labour, the days of his life, which God 
gives him under the sun," 

After having showu how useless it is to investigate things 
which are above our comprehension, at the truth of which even 
such men as Moses, Job, Asnph, never arrived, he now admoiiishes 
us to abetoin from all such researches, which wUl only confuse 
OUT ideas, bedim our reason, and ultimately undermine our firm 
belief in a just God, who directs the destinies of maji. He teaches 
us, on the contrary, to occupy ourselves, bodUy and mentally, 
with the discbarge of the duties devolving upon us as members of 
society. By ao doing, we avoid falling into vice, which only 
destroys our peace of mind, and endangers our immortal soul. 
He exhorts us to endeavour to habituate ourselves to a steady 
and sober life, and seek happiness in the moderate enjoyment 
yielded by the labour of our liond ; we then do not envy or bate 
those upon whom life smiled more fortunately. 

This admonition, the wise preacher illustrates by his own 
example, who letu—to speak in the language of holy viit—wuer 
lAoH all men, who penetrated into the recesses of the human 
bean, dived into the hidden mysteries of nature, and arrived at 
the conclusion that man, formed of day, is final, (finite,) and 
cannot fathom the impenetrable designs of the ruler of human 
deatiuies. He, therefore, continues; 

16, " When I appUed mine heart to know wisdom, and to see 
the buiinciiB that is done upon the earth, (for also there is that 
neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes,)" 

I enjoin thee, O man ! to abstain from the vain attempt of 
pOndering over matters which God, iu his divine wisdom, has 
deemed proper to envelope in impenetrable darkness, nay, be 
content with the portion the Dispenser of all things has pleased 
to allot thee. I, whom God has favoured with a higher degree 
of wisdom and knowledge, than commonly falls to the lot of mor- 
tal men, endeavoured to lift up the veil of futurity, and to remove 
the cover of fate, appointed by the invisible hand of the Almighty 
to govern tlie deetinies of men, hut found that however restless 
the spirit of man may labour, night and day, its result will always 
remain beyond the reach of limited human wisdom. 

If we see the just afflicted in this world, which is transient, we 
may trust that God, in his infinite mercy, has so ordained it that 
his immortal soul shall be cleared in tius world, to receive tin 
reward that awaiu the righteous in a future slate. Even the 
wicked, whose every wish is fulfilled, whose life ia an umnter- 
nipted chain of success aud worldly honours, his happiness is of 
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short duration ; after this life has passed away, and he is to 
appear before his heavenly judge, all hia worldly honours will be 
considered as nothing in the balance of justice, and punishment 
will be meted out to him according to hia deeds. The author 
DOW proceeds : 

17, " Then I beheld nil the work of God, that a man cannot 
find out the work that is done under the eun, because though a 
man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find out : yea, farther, 
though a wise man may think to know it, yet shall he not be 
able to find it." 

I perceived in my researches how futile is the labour of man 
to unravel the ways of the Almighty, to fathom His designs in 
creation, to know why the righteous, in this Ufe, are sometimes 
doomed to suiTer, and the wicked revel in affluence, or how both 
will be dealt with hereafter according to their merits, God, in 
bis infinite mercy has created man a free agent, he is the arbiter 
of his own fale, in his hand it is given, to choose for himself; if 
he choose virtue, eternal life will be his portion, if he choose vice, 
perdition of soul follows his choice. And God, in his omnis- 
cience, who knows from the beginning what will be at the end, 
awards to every man according to his ways, and the fruits of his 
deeds. 

IX. I, " For all this I considered ia my heart, even to declare 
all this, that the righteous and the wise, &c,. their works are in 
the hands of God ; no man knoweth either love or hatred by all 
that is before him." 

After he had shown in the preceding chapter, that all mortal 
investigations will never furnish us with a sntisfnctory result, he 
continues to say: All this I considered in my heart, and endea- 
voured to expound, that the righteous, &c., the wise and their 
works, I. e., their actions, which are in strict accordance with 
His divine will and commandment, as also the subsequent reward 
that awaits ihem, are in the hands of God, as the royal Psalmist 
says: (Ps, ikk. 19) "Oh, how great is the goodness which thi 
hast laid up for them that fear thee." It would, therefore, 1 
presumptuoua in man to oasert that the love which God h 
manifested towards virtue and the virtuous, and his hatred against 
vice and the vicious, are incompatible with the sufferings of the 
one, and the prosperity of the other, the fate of both has wisely 
been ordained. 

There nuiy, however, be given another explanation to this vi 
All affairs of men are in the hands of God, though he, in his 
nite wiedom, knows the termination of every mortal, of the child 
unborn, while yet in embryo ; yet He has created man a fm- 
agent. He endowed him vrith reason to discriminate between 
right and wrong, and it is left to his own free will, whether the 
love of what is right and godly and the hatred against what 
wrong and ungodly will prevail in his nature, for every thing is 
left to them: man ia the arbiter of hia own fate. 

2, "All things came alike to all; there is one event to the 
righteous, and to the wicked, to the good, and to the clean, 
and to the unclean ; to him that sacrifices and to him that aacri- 
fices not; as is the good, so is the sinner, and he that sweareth, 
as he that feareth ou oath." 

He who imagiuea himself so wise as to penetrate into the secrete 
of the higher regions, let him find a reason, why all mankind, 
the rigbteouB as well as the wicked, are subject to death ; that 
great event common to all, and which alike closes the earthly 
pilgrimage of all. Let him, who, in hi* ahort-sighted arrogance, 
denies the immortality of the sou!, and a hereafter, ascribe a 
reason why the righteous, after a long life of suffering, die in 
common with the prosperous wicked X 

Eben Eira gives a most lucid explanation of- this verse, by 
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placing in jnxtH-poaitioQ the ten classes of men as enumerated hy 
our vise aathor, which are so opposite in their respective 
eharacters. 

Istly. — "T^ereis one event to tke righteous and the wicied " 
tke nghteoua whose actions are consonant with the law of God, 
■nd of men, and the wicked whose whole life is a succesEJon of 
nddeas impiety. 

2niJlf. — The good and the clean: he who is bodily and spirit- 
ually pare and chaste; and the unclean, vhose mind and body 
" B impure and defiled. 

Stdly.— He wAosacrijSeea : the just, who through human fmilty 
committed some wrong, endeavour to atone for hia tranegressioa, 
naking every possible amendment ; and he thai aaerijieea not, 
in hb wanton seif-acquiltal refuses even to bring a sacrifice 
for his atonement, or to make reparation for the violence done 
by him. 

4thly. — The good: whose heart is perfect towards God, and 
•incere in his deaUngs with his fellow -creatures ; and the sinner, 
vho, in his perversencss, is unmindful of his Maker, and de- 
ceitiU against men. 

mHy.—He that ttoearetk: who, inhisirreveraoceof tbename 
of God, uses it on every occasion ; and he that feareth an oath. 
who, though permitted, will still refrain from calling God to 
witness. 

These fine qualities form the prominent features in the life of 

the righteous and the wicked, viz., their actiont. purify of mind 

I aitd body; the application of our means; integrity of heart and 

3, " This is an evil among all things that arc done under the 
BUD, that there is one event unto all: yea, also the heart of tbe 

jaoDB of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart, while 

itbey hve, and after tliey go to the dead." 

' The author again recurs to his former argument in quoting the 
opinion of the unbelievers, who say that death, whose sway is 
absolute, and whose power none can resist, is, of all casualties of 
this world, the most overwhtlraiag and implacable. If man is 
Bometimes visited with sickness, or should fortune frown on him, 
there is hope that his health can be restored, and fortune will 
agun smile on him, but death is the common event, that befals 
all alike, the righteous, as weU as the wicked. "Therefore the 
hearts of the sons of men are full of evil, and mockery is in their 
hfart whils they hve, and after that they go to the dead." 

Those sceptics, in their delusion, seeing the righteous and the 
wicked dying alike, deny the dispensation of divine Providence, 
and in their blasphemous infidelity, thinking that cbance governs 
the world, abandon themselves to a life of profligacy and dissipa- 
tion, of which, as they vainly imagine, they have to render no 
^account after death. 

4, " For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope, 
;for a hring dog is better than a dead hon." 

Tbe ungodly, who look upon death aa the end of all things, 
aay: since with the dissolution of life ends our existence, let ua 
enjoy the good things which this life so profusely a^brds, for 
this is the aim and end of our esistence. Even he, who, by 
poverty, is prevented from satisfying his sensual cravings, 
hope that fortune will smile upon him, so as to enable him to 
follow tbe inclination of his heart, for " to all the living there 
is hope." Ue who is poor to.day may he rich to-morrow, and a 
living dog is better than a dead lion : — 

5, "For the hving know that ihey ahall die, but the dead 
know not anything ; neither have they any more a reward, for 
the memory of them is forgotten," 

When our earthly career closes, they say our destination is 
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fiilfilled. The existence of man does not reach beyond the gnve, 
wherefore, then, Bhoold we not, as long as life lasta, empty the cup 
of pleaaare, which that life affords, /or the Hvinp know that Ikey 
muMt die, and death, the leveller of all mankmd, obliternteB our 
memory from the earth ; our soul periahea with the body, and 
there is no reward hereaftet to compensate for the earthly enjoy- 
ments we resigned, 

6, "AIbo their love, and thdr hatred, and their envy, is now 
periahedi neither have they any more a portion for ever in any- 
thing that it done under the sun." 

The royal Preacher now quotes the conclusion of the spurious 
arguments of those profligate deniers of the immortality of the 
soul, who sneer at the just doings of the lovers of virtue, and 
deride the arduous zeal evinced by the departed pious for the 
propagation of their doctrines, which teach that tlic highest 
degree of felicity can only be obtained in & future lite, and " one 
moment's enjoyment of spirit in a hereafter, is preferable to the 
entire life in this." Indeed, the ungodly arc not ashamed to 
reproach the truly pious with having pursued a mere shadow, and 
having sacrificed everything desirable and pleasant to this world ; 
in their boasted arrogance, imagine to prove that the life of 
the pious was vanity, their wisdom delusion, for with their Inst 
breath, they also gave up "their love, their hatred, and their ical." 
To wluch the wise author replies : 

7, 8, 9, " Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy 
wine with a merry heart, for God now aceepteth thy work. Let 
thy garments be always white, and let thy head lack no ointment. 
Live joyfully with the wife whom thou loveai all the days of the 
life of thy vanity, which he has given thee under the sun. all the 
days of thy vanity, for that b thy portion in this life, and in thy 
labour which thou takest under tlie sun.'' 

In these passages, the wise author points out to the scoffers, 
who deny future hfe, the doubtful benelit they derive from their 
indulging in earthly passions, at the peril of their immortal soul. 
" Go thy way," says the wise preacher, ironically, " eat thy bread 
with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart," satiate thyself 
with all the luxuries of life ; eat dainty meats, drink the choicest 
wines, attire thyself in costly raiments, anoint thee with perfumes 
and ointments, surrender thyself entirely as a slave to seusuaUty 
and voluptuousness, "all the days of the life of thy vanity," 
pursue the road of thy life, whose pleasures are delusions, and 
whose goal is perdition. For this only is the portion of thy life, 
and of the labour thou hast taken nndcr the sun. Abuse, says 
the wise preacher, sarcastically, the power and dignity of volition 
with which thou hast been endowed, by the merciful Maker, and 
abandon thyself to vice, profligacy, and adultery 1 Be uncon- 
cerned for thy future bUss ; pursue thy evil propensities ; plunge 
deeper and deeper in the filthy pool of corruption, so that thou 
mayest arrive at the total destruction of mind and body. For 
God, who penetrates thy stubborn mind, Ood, who knows thy 
obdurate heart, hat perceived thy actions, by which thou hast, as 
it were, debarred thyself from repentance, and forfeited every 
claim to the vouchsafed grace of obtaining remission of sins. 
This truth we find most clearly exemplified in holy writ, in the 
history of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and Sihon, king of the Amo- 
riles. For when Pharaoh, after having most keenly felt the hand 
of God, still persisted in the disobedieuce of sending the children 
of Israel, God again commanded Moses, saying, "Go in unto 
Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart, and the hearts of his 
servants, that I might show these my signs before him, (Biod. 
X. I.) 

When the Almighty, remembering his promise unto Abraham, 
I commanded Pharaoh, by the hand of Moses, to let the children 
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DT3 rhv kS Dnoani on niK nn D"n vt^^s niiij;n -jupno 
D1CT3 obiyn niitna uccj n« D'iwo unax 3"U '&» noiKO 
; iniD -in« nib iS Vin' vh^ mah dtx «tiE» 

□J? D"n DNI : IDH'-Vk "I^'Nt'?!? pB'l D'33^ 

nnn •\h-\r\i ib'k -jSan -O'-h^ nnnN-it?N hb'k 
: coETi nnn Say nnx-ncN 

'DKD i]"K!? hnin jrenn nsiS nSnp D'oann ^na a'cn ni3 -ijji 
iniD Di' IV ie-d: ::yD K'nc loitti 3.tw hv wwi i3pa 
nnt3E'3 bt^n ix> iDinn niKna nsni i> "^cn ntS trrijin n>Kna 
n'-cn m* T33 '3 n'Dnan ^t:•B: nttna ^:" 3io 3^3 nntn lorA 
D'pnxn 'i'yai cn^n ':'P3 Dinfi Qn3i3 nsS niwrn ins' n«n 
D'nVKn nn n3a ntS ari'iya itpc:^ enw "lacn I'DKD ^:•Ks■^ 
nhv 3nivD ip-yab na ntry ncip nnxf loa nrjrni? ywa rm 
laitv pn'D3i njnD3 u'XDt? i03 in'iy ^p^^ 'a la ;hn •(> n'n' 
pn'oai '131 laS n« 'm3an 'W '3 nvio 'itt ita njnoV n'TBfl 
n« i^Ki inn nn ynhn 'n n^-pn 'a 3" '0"Kp nnaT ainan loit 
ntPiys" mK3 nun&a n'-tJ-nt? nin ovs tt3 inn iPtsS 133^ 
jniJ niin3 cne'io ibc* :iDni? la jnvi inn imdo ^3^n niri 
an-ip hv D"nx]n cnti nawS na i-iijn: nCT'f iiy laSa 1^ 
'] nabn n3iE'n maSno i-B3 Vt Da"D^^ »■ oa in-ijio inman^ 
'3dS pn jn-c ly can D'wan ik Snj dik Kon-c liPCKi S-n 
injno Hino D'Ktin ^y (tonn nio jiinsn .th-b- nown pn 
•13 WBHD aiB^ men iS t'n'io I'm naitrnn i:tDD d-wiop 
n« pen n'VB" team o'l; na"pn t?"n rmis> ixan lax'i niD't? 
D'Tiai OT^ *3K^t:3 d'3'ijSd vnn imvt mn pi 'in mn ovn aS 
KBTO I'k"? tj' iDPa 'n nor nib iy vx'333 D'jjnvnoi in3T 
n3is'nn Bno jjue^ la'nnJt:' iv uicbV laini ojima men iDib 
(tanc 'dS nine aS ntt pinK '3K1 mina aina la'B^ Kinon K'ntp 
inn jn'j nosnnj lOKi inK3 nnjn 'jkib"'? mm n^nn idvjid 
n'n no^i 13S ntt -n ptn i3'bS udo y-iWB- njf UDts n3it?n jii3dV 
I'K n3"pn iS TOK 1331 n3ic'n ntnfi rfyp lowi nc-n Ta rfcw 
HKi -iiapa oSiiti '131 "nvT yi2s\ nnw tokjc nbn nnR 
Koin^ naiB-nn na-pfi Viiot? pi3c aSijia vnm^ na I'mDjn 
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rf larset go, he would not hearken, and CTen after MTentl heavy 
iMtationa by the hand of God, be aull itersidting in hia disobe- 
liencc to the divine will, God again comnianUed Moses, aayitig : 
"Go to Pharaoh, I'or / Aace Aardaieil hia heart." Pliamoh, by 
Us cruel opprrsaioti against the children of Israel, and by his 
bold btaaphewy asiiinst God, had, aa it were, forfeited every 
daiiD lu ihe grace of obtaining pardon tor his ain. 

Mainionides, in hia unrivalled work, "YaU Hadiezakah," 
tTrentisi: Teahubah, p. 3) moat justly observes, "il is likely that 
Bian guilty of sin or sins— or of deliberated or preraeditaled evil 
KtionB, be excluded by the sentence of a true and impartial 
Btdge, fpoiD the grace of ablatuing pari'oa, by repentance, and be 
Ooonied to perish in his own wickedness. Aa we find God said 
to the prophet Isninh : "Make the henit of this people gross, 
tanke tneir ears heavy, and shut their eyes ; leat they see with 
ttieir eyes, and hear with their ears, and underatand with their 
hnrta. and return, and be healed." 

Another proof is furnished in the following verse : (II Chron. 
tecvi. 16)" But they mocked the messengers of God, and dea- 
>iaed bis words, and misused his prophets, antil the wrath of 
he Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy ;" 
^dicHting that the children of Idntel designedly pursued their 
dnful course until they become consummate and hardened sinners, 
kid were considered unworthy of repentance — the cure of the 
tonl. All Ibis is exemplified by Phornoh. king of Ei^ypt, who 
ieliberatety oppressed the children of Ismel, who first sought 
^itBge in bt« land, when he, of his own accord, devised plans to 
iflUct theni wait the most heartless and uureleattog cnteliiea, by 
rhich dire tyranny he provoked the Lord's wrath, and forfeited 
Tery claim to the grace of obtaining remisBioii of his sins by 
eprntanee, which is cleaily manifested in the passage (^Exod. ix. 
IK) "And in very deed, for this cause have I raised thee up, for 
ft ahaw ill thee my power, and that my name may be declared 
iroughout all the earth." Such was also the case with Sihon, 
Ing of the Amorites, of whom il is said: (Dcut. ii. 3U.) *'iSut 
Khon, king of the Amorites, would not let us pass by him : for 
be Lord thy God hardened hia spirit, and made hia heart obsti- 
(Atf, that he migbt dehver him into thy hnnd ;" and is fully 
Sroved from the prayer of Blijab the prophet, (I Kings iviii. 37.' 



jirro pi 1511(13 nSnna nBTC ixona nio' t6» nitp'? Si3' WK 
«hv -II31K nxvDi '1J1 ifi-'jK 'D'3 hmsf" pi ■\:-[ D'WJan pi 'Ui 
hs vh^ imxn KcnS iin'o "TVtt-A hn-is"h v^rh nine Sjf S«n its 
0DVP3 iKt:n dSi3 h'tk k 'y iiavS !;«■«?' iv k"?) ysnrh cJUaan 
nnx 3"!) xw Si oa"mn V-ay nnrc-nn ano jnwS I3"nn3 nSiai 
e-c nan D':^'? 7153 v.t ni? b -jcd: mw nieiiS ti'oin jrem 
liomBK p's ion' t6 nc'si hs loci DTinSon juyn ni ntspii 
^3 S'~i D"n nx*i Kini inw -izi^ 3it: inn n'n':? na D'oSon id3 
mSi njit nrK is onns ne-K nan:( ick nvinr- ncK du -\hv a-'n 
ninw -iVK Dipa ^20 ncv i3"m nS'nna -n wSa hb'M iox ^n[:'« 
'3 "(an 'D'a rn-iys ^nv^a Sion nS \nj ism noim I'jan '»3'a 
hay nn!< tb« i^oya n^na ip'rn tiin ni'ionn nmnn rt^st ^13 
pVi 1^ t'" vovno n'^so'y n:'K o^iM Sait snxfn nnn -wn dSim 
: nico ID c-iis inov:^ Dx '3 13 

I'M '3 nK-jr "|n33 nie^ -p* Nson tcn Sd •• 
"^hn nrw "lEfN '?ine'3 naDm njm paEm ntrp 

fi{?ji T-na S'n in33 mm "iiy rupjm:? ^T Kvt;n x'x Va t^i-i'B 
niKna n'tpyc rewD !'« inio irk '3 ih jnn Sas ^:lv-o 
'3 n-CTn^ TmiijjS jiaE'n I'tti oc -[h\n nnwt? -13^3 i^a* TDinn 
noKnf nii'D n'CTJ kSi nn'aya on ^S3n 'D' Vair dil-o -iDDtJ lai 
niTO n'ry n'te' nitro niTapn ijja m?w nist; nci;' n-'-m 
njn I'j B" kS 3'ji t?:iv sbi laf «hi an-iy vn b" kSe- nninB- 
yita Wnb ana 'rams- ov •\S\n nrntsf 'jikc Kint? i3p3 noani 
: trin nnn^ nsD kSi 131'? no iS fx '3 n"t?n ^ una 



Hear me, Lord,' bear me, that this people may know that 
Adu art the Lord God. and tlmt thou hatt turned their hearts 
buk again." 

• Hence we perceive that neither Pharaoh nor Sihon, nor the 
■raelites, were by premeditation doomed to a life of aln, but they, 
ly their own free will, abandoned themselves to a life of iniquity, 
niieh ultimately excluded and debarred them from repentance. 
lO, " Whatever thy band prideth to do. do it with thy might ; 
r there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiadom in 
e grave whither thou goest." 

The author slill continues to harangue the sensnalist, who 
boka upon worldly pleasure as on ibe apex of happiness, and 
'b ise endeavours are concentrated in the focus of animal grati- 
cation and earthly pleasures, by giving himself up body and 
lul to the attainment of this thy sole object of thix life, for uuto 
lee no "hereafter" follows, and in llie grave whither thou 
[Beat, neither deeds nor account, neither knowledge nor wisdom, 
*ill be of any avail to redeem thee from perdition. 

[ returned and saw under the aun that the race is not to 
.the awift, nor the bottle to the strong, neither yet bread to the 
iiriae, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to 
men of akitl ; but time and chance happeneth to them all." 
' Tliough our author, in the preceding verse, advisea those ab- 
sorbed ID seoBUality, to revel in every thing that this Ufe affords. 
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pTOn D'^pS N^ '3 pocrr-nnn ns-ii 'rau' •<"■ 
mS DJi urh □'a^n'? n^ dji r\isrht>r\ nninj'? n"?! 
-HK n-ip' p:isi njrs tn dtt*? nS dji ie^ D^aaj"? 

:Db3 

nE-yni ^•Q^h nnoca SiaK i? vvrh 'rnoKC "D'W nra -iDSi -|Tn 
tn-ijfn '3i3vn3 jJunnS rn its t'n n"B« inaa fitwnc no 
vb '3 vaan nnana 'n'K-i 'a i'jid 'BTf n^cn i*; iiti't? no nx "3 
1D3 ini? ViB'i bf a'E' msnoa n"'rn vSy iiti* dk I'non o'SpS 
ninai laS' ^ rmaaiD ^ n'"trn ni3 npD ni33T33 irxoi? 
on^ b'inn K^i 'HI nnaaa ininn vniaaio jdn nx •o-\ rc-aa 
'TO^n n'SsS ^Tun no non'jDn □•maiS kSi nvnoa 7^**3 un'ha 
n&Ki ran by Dn^K-a imia: 'jyaiT p ^'?D'aKV S-yin noi imia3 
(tS mr T3'3K awa wsdc itaa nnS D'oanV nb 3"3i inn3nn 
iTi n'3 'B'*Kp n'E'S-ia np'oa rrwD m3t?a hrzffh onb ib n'n 
•33 noa XTf n'3ia3^ k"?! 'Ui Si3k^ nn^ h in:i '131 "'DkV "iis apv 
nmnon nSiw eot' o^iyn yaoc nmnDa -inron'? dthv bth 



A COUMENTASY ON JtCCLB9U5TE3, { 04 

yet he DOW proceeds in a most omphalic ainua to cull ibeir Htteti- 
tioD DOt to overlook those reatrictiooa which Providence, or evco 
&a the; say, *' chance or time," has iaiposed on mortftls, in de- 
priviag them of tlioae enjoyments, which they vainly imagine they 
have a right to claim. For I observed, says the wise king, in the 
course of nature, and in human researches, "that the race is not 
to the swift." Of what use were the swift and light chariots to 
the Egj-ptinna ? of whom we read : " And God took off their 
chariot wheels, and drove them heavily." (Eiod. xiv. 25.) "Of 
what beuefit was the heroic spirit of Abimelech, who was killed 
by a woman 7" (Judges ix. 53.) " What booted the Htrength of 
the giant Goliath, who was defeated hy the shepherd David?" 
([ Sam. ivii. 50.) And, moreover, when roan sees that the lot 
of the skilful ia very often disgrace, and that the most wise 
are eipoied to penury, since mnn meets with disappointment, 
and to his mortification sees all his designs frustrated and hia 
pleasures marred ; the conviction will eurcty force itself on his 
mind, that neither circumspection nor sagacity, neither riches nor 
physical strength, can procure him permanent and real pleasure, 
and at the moment when he considers himself most secure, he 
will on a sudden behold all his happiness vanish like a dream, 
for " the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, 
neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to the men of under- 
standing, nor yet favour to tlie men of ekill, bat " time" the 
touchstone, and " rvent," i. e. death, the leveller of all m inkind, 
happeneth to them all. 

12, " For man also knoweth not his time ; as the fishes that 
are taken in an evU net, and as birds that are caught in a snare ; 
so are the sons of men snared in au evil time, when it falleth 
suddenly upon them.'' 

This verae, which is closely connected with the preceding one, 
forma a refutation of those who say that man is governed by 
chance, and is an incontrovertible reply to the epicurea, who by 
ibeir irretrievable error maintain that chance is the only lever of 
the whole nniverse, by which they are induced to sacri^ce every 
thing sublime and beautiful at the shrine of their unsaiiated pas- 
sions — who, in justification of their conduct, allege that this is 
the only benefit man can derive from his existence. But, says 
the royal Treacher, refl-ct that these, your erroneous ideas, carry 
with them a double-edged sting, which at last will destroy both 
your soul and body. Short-sighted man, thou art surrounded 
by two irresistible enemies, time and death, over which thou 
batt uo control. Even a slight accident can interrupt the course 
of thy pleasure -hunting. " For msn knoweth not his fate," and 
death, that mighty hunter, comes unawares, and ensnares man, 
as " the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as birds caught 
in a snare." 

Time, which terminates the existence of the sensualistt is to 
him. whenever it occurs, au "evil time." He baa squandered 
bis reward beforehand, and has not treasured up such goods, the 
fruits of which be could reap ou the great day, when every one 
is dealt with according to Ids ways, and according to his doings, 
and also when it is too late lu repent. 

13i 14, \b, "This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, 
and it seemed great unto me. There was a httle cltj, and tew 
men within it, and there came a great king against it, and be- 
sieged it, and built great bulwarks against it. Now there was 
found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the 
ciiy, yet no man ren>embered that same poor man." 

The author, in a most beautiful allegory, proceeds to enjoin 
man not to be ted aslrny by the evil bent of his inchnations, 
which deatroy both his spiritual and temporal happiness, but to 
listen at all limes to the advice tendered by his good and rational 
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nniM 0">:rff nDB'f onb onu ^on n"BX mn nm.n ona c" 
3110 D'n3i30 Drrt' in Din*'? K^i Qn3'3 DnS b-SJin wbi nninon 
criHTi DH'nan cicn -rvai ivDDBDipa chyn 'Did'js Dnin- 
in nnS ;ni: irtt n'-cn ok n^'oni nxjf Sty D'-Qia '("W Tni 
riF"i'3 Dnin'i nnnm D"rt? n '3'lfn rn* nnn3T C'itsitr'n -z-vz 
'Dttp n'[?tn3 *pyy nsros n'^criD Kin inn '3 nnnmi n^h-ozn 
3" 'B"Kp niiKf nB"'D pi 'HI -i-))z i:n in'i tiDi- nv. -n 'n-i i-o 
Ttrom CO pi 'iji Di7K.'"i Dnxo 'rw nyn in nK jn: tii 
Tj"n rh» kj:? 'Ui '.i in- nnsi in dtiSk 'n ijDi pdc- '3 o'b'fina 
?53 won Dn5 h^v vb\ D^D -an Bn'W itUE' no men T3 on 
□■jisp D^i3 nbt mp* niDn di' Kinj? riDi DnVc Sion Str np -a 
: ^cn T3 D'lP 

D'inx:B' D'Jia iny-nx dish p'~n^ d3 *d =■• 
'ja D'B'pv DHD ns3 niinsin d'isysi njn mivaa 

D'3'?in&Snn D'E^:K^btf^3^o^? Di(7C 3in3n Dpp3T3in3n™n 
noKn DK urh ioik annys D'J'DSO dj-ni ov30 nnin •mvt 
^1D3 kSi vnon -rnK iS: unsK ^tcn ns-iyo t3 unasu- in 
vh \n niDS in irSj? isn'c ^td^ nip:i y3ian be nmoinn mwiD 
nbnp 'JK i)3on ']«pno uoiy pk d'Wto unjx dk ilb ^'vr rw\ 
ddSc' eii:n 0'n3SD na d-ioi» cni*!;' dsSc njnn nsi oab tdik 
ny ';L"ni bton ny iicKin DTi r'ny •au' cab c" '3 C3ni{rfi] ua 
Tirh K^ n'a I'K bion -3 ^lont: iny nR oisn yr kS *3 men 
bicn 'ra "ntrc no n'-pn's dk '3 nvnrh kSi n-onb vh 3'onS«Si 
nri miVD3 D'tnwt? Q'na bton T3 mxn intci cnttn nwff^ 
DniDV3 nit:n ny iny dk l*"k p' vh 3"Ji njoo cTorh i'j3V k"?! 
rv"VT\ iiTj'B" no ny-> nyS dikh •:3 n-e-pi" ens nsa niiniwi 
TKi Di.<nB o"iKn by biBrKr3 mon nyi msb r-\r:;v'J bton Sp 
13DD Sv:nS DUO n'3 iS iw n mo's' nyni ovn yiv mwi 
■UT ninonn Tmya Tonni Si 2b nipnt? rnxn ^S S-yv no y% 
tion by TUB" Kini iTa banj" Tian' Dim i:j arw naxi nba 
inaub inotp] nbni Dixnc ib Ni3n nnni ijo- tw i -k Sb 
lb[? yaon loin intt niynbn Kbi -^ niyin nnoo aif s-yXTt 
bap'i Tian' vjob n-p: inocj i>n\ dikhb nion ^b Ka-c onp 
: Tnijiy ba ib nbo'i inaipn 

nbiiJi cccn nnn nwn 'n'sn nrcj ''» ^'- '"■ 
n'Ss-E<3'i taya na D'B'iNi n:Q|r-)'y : -ha. N*n 
: D'Si: omxa h^'tj? niai nnt* aaoi Sna i^a 
mSDna I'yn-ns* Nin-D':'ai dsn poa cn na nxoi 

yin lyao -mm 'ins ins ib> ttb-j- Disb nisb '?»Dn nia f^tj 
"no inoc: 'b naxoi obiyn nto naxise' in-yn mnp 
nibK F^n noe-: n'-t-n ia inj v n'b3E'n inxy ins i^' »tb» an-ijin 
3111 br-i 13 lEHi ainsn nts? yn-i nbi ib naits nnxye* byoa 
njop Ty 103 Kins- Dixn »|1J by nt idk nyTsniPB' D'ensDn 
ViT '131 on'v Kin nam poo t?'Ki i-TVn Kin bnm ibcni 
•B"y D'ainan ibw lyo? enso Tvvn -jki nbnp Vir n3T enioa 



MEKTART OK ECCLEMUSTES. ( 

Dili, to that beaveuly discretion which the merciful Ood ha« 
widiia Lim. by whose gnidaDce he wiL surely obuin hit 
aapor/il aad terreftlrial felicity. The appUcatioD of this parable 

I inuB eiplsined by our sa^es, (o. b. m.) which I humbly eon- 
rive (o be the moat trueaud feasible. 

The author premises his narable with the experience he had 
tnred from his own eialled station, which he thus begiina : 

"ThiH also I have seen, and it is important vnto me. I, the 
bosen king of the Moat High, whom He was pleased to endow 
itb wisdom and knowledge above every other mortal ; I, whose 
e was spread to the remotest part of Ihe known worid ; 1, 
rbo was courted by the great, the wise, and the mighty ; I, the 
>leDdour of whose court snrpassed all the extravagant pageantry 
I' the east, arrived at the conclusion that all physical strength of 
1 must necessarily s^nk, if not siipporled by moral energy 
Dd firm resolution of the hunian mhid." This is in strict ac- 
Brdance with the words of our siges, who say ; " the more 
laited the stalion, the greater the temptation." 

He now proceeds: " there is a little city, and few men within 
The term, '■ httle city," indicates the human body, with all 
■ frailty and weakness, and few men indeed there are who can 
levate themselves above human weakness. 

The great king, who came and beseiged that small city, alludes 
) an evil inclination, which very often turns out too power- 

II to be combated by human frailty; and "built bulwarks 
niDBt it,'' alluding to Ihe eyes and heart, the two chief agents 
fun, for whilst the eyes see, the heart engenders a desire to 
njoy the sweet taste of the forbidden fniit, which afterwards is 

e bitter than wormwood. 

Now there was found in it n poor wise man," meaning the 
iring immortal soul, that heavenly spark from above that dwells 
plitary within that little city, without aid or assistance, safely 
■lying on its own resources of wisdom and divine counsel, inhe- 
ted from its heavenly origin. But none remembered that "poor 
MS," although by bis wise and judicious counsel he had delivered 
liBt city from the dangers and perils that threatened it. We now 
ome to the sequel of the parable. Man, exposed continually to 
tie lemptaiious and allurements of this world, engendered by 
nfiuecce, is naturally stricken with a bent to yield to these lemp- 
ktions. Now the more he gives himself up to the indulgence of 
bese criminal cravings, the more these desires engross the facul- 
iea of bis mind and the noble qualities of his soul, the more they 
n sure to undermine his very existence, to sully and tarnisb his 
tomorlal soul ; and instead of enjoying the title of being created 
D the image of God, he will be reckoned under the brute creation 
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Dzm i'tb 'w." cvffo np!m «m rrjinj 'dv/j ^ wm '^k trn 

oi»n t!ij nt n30p Tp rii'Di i:o3 ^nj ny n"3nD Stin Sai 
P3Dn ttini •ir,~Tr: Kin Sim -pom nja? iif id3 nnt?:'? mn '3 
iniK i'r'Do Dinn nnbt bs* im nrp Mont? ^nj KTJt? 'loinrr 
rt33i nni« 330i imn;! p3D nn« D's^ini D'-iDin onr di&d 
oniDiD nnt? cj'irm n'jn dp *iiin bz C'33 in"vn ciiiro n'^v 
ns-iy t\Mn -itron nDin 3':ni nttn yv n)-i-2])7\ niB-yS DnK? 
D3n pDo p'N n3 KVDi ^"03 r\M'7 Dmvos D'3'vni sSif nn'svn 
ims j'y"DD 1^ B" K'5E' B^n pDO Kin» tDiTX' *Si'nn V3'j'n ni 
mn DS20 nns O'sSin in's'S I'y'Dts a"T3in tiun 'istt "rsB" 
3^36- n'jsrtDn t^a iit? rt^E-no n^ynS inD3m ozn pddh e"«n 
in-x-n nwo nan die- hi^'' "j'Pi' vh'^ i3({i nSs iDinns' npiv 
invynt? dtv tnp^n D3n.n 'sscn KifiB- i3Don nvyS dek'-c ok "3 
narn imo viki ^''^snin ""3 "^'nn Ninr t|un nt* t:ljD' 
e"Kn nw -n niya T3t t6\ inn iV303 mxrii 3m:n '•n'? inopa 
KWinjnD I'l'Tf^SoiKn nwnS vn inwi isn-s' ttmy pDon 
! in-x-n Km:? ikd loin nsyS irait?i v^n iy3t: thk i^in 

pDSn ncani n-naas naan naib ':x 'niaxi '*» 
: o'vs^i Dya man h'itd 

nbron e-wn K'.n:? nDsn nait: '3 'njrp nnv -ski ios BfTTB 
Snjn iSnn mi3;i nvyo «|i3n riK a^'ff on"r tttriB' 
iS'DK riLTJ r.D S3K n'T?ri '?£• T) T3 iWn^ -in'-vn Kin:? S'D31 
n'it3 pDDii TiDsn n''DX aivh n3io k'h tin'X' poon nKyc 
inits init DiKfi Snj'c n3 in3ns' i^-bk mat'; d'sdc: Dr» msni 
St iS E" irT'x-n S'D3i Snjn i^tjn nit? mt?D 3n-ij?3 n-nw D"n 
iS no ^^l'? dikS n'DOi iniK [ifoa cnain onsxn ens' ^a^n 
131? Kinc imo -inn nn3it:S nnist iTCC tDTS' nwjV uior-S 
N-n -hv n>ifn S3» D"n3 yyn nttn nnic i-Kr i3i -^naiyih 
IfDJ niKnnc no S33 jwnn'j' tj'M nsn nn« 13ct njDiiD 
e-ti iniD "viK I'pn p nSwu' 1313 Dri-K' ini* nnnDc ids kS 
inn ini33i v'n3 mttn ^3K!^ j!3Dn:? rt-ita peon naani 
•\hon '3K'3n nxnj y^7\» "iss" ■> Dn':?n tc3 nyT^n-j tro nyciS 
■in'v nwD 'jans pit^3T ns'pnS moiK Ski:?' noist? 'in imn 
■1DPI nT3pn nwn Kint? 'ixo win mix nneoc T3™ni? 'MJK 
'3!r'3rTC' mtro nviii T">"« ""bs 3n"W3 pim inn -fjv nrttDn 
D«nv) D"n Di? iwnn? yj imn -nio inn tfyiy St? 13^0 iSon 
nS'jj yT?3i 3''B isv Mijni «iin ■t3!<'51 nSsn nsin nss? 103 kS 
: iiTS' nsv3 kSi Tniscsi 13 nnwrji 
id that because he would not listen lo the ndmonirinnsof 



vithin him, who counsels him to axpire to n higher um, to look upwards to that ' 
become, as sang by the inspired psalmist : "little leas than angels, and to be crowned with 
nve him from a life of sorrow and despair in ibis world, and from utter destruction hereafter. 
.3 better than strength, nevertheless the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not 



he voice of that " poor. 

rom whence he was hewn," ai 

lononr aod glory," which only c 

16, "Then said 1, wisdom : 
leard." 

The royal author having thus shown the pre eminence of the mind over physical strength, justly exclaims, now I am fully aware 
'ist the rational advice of our good iuclmations ; that the counsel of that heavenly monitor which Ood has placed within us to 
[uide us in this, and to prepare us for a future world, is by far superior to the pasiionnte cravings of our enitbly desires, hut 
rhat avails it, since "the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard?" In spite of the spiritual benefit which 
bltimalely must be derived from the good and kind counsel of our immortal and rational soul, still we are overruled by our 
nrthly iDclinatioDs which surround us on everyside, and beguile us to enjoy to excess iliat which we see and possess, and not to 
depend on the uncertainty of a hereafter, until we are brought to the brink of utter destruction. Devoted reader! let us not follow 
the advice of those Epicurean aceptics. Let us, on the contrary, curb our desires and lend a williug ear to the voice within us, 
vhich counsels lo look on all earthly treasures as perishable and transient, and to hoard up everlasting treasures which will 
procure for us celestial bliss in the higher regions, Wrapt iu these subhmeandpious eipeetaiions, the royal HUthor most emphati- 
cally eiclairas in his sacred choral hymn between God and His chosen people, Israel, when the latter says : ■' Draw us, and we 
will run after thee, though kings may bring us into their chambers, yet we will only be glad aud rejoice Ju thee," for one mo. 
meot's repose of the soul in the future world ; is by far dearer to him than all dehght of the perishable abode in this world. 



A cowMENTiBT OS JcctzsrA:TEa. ( ; 

7, 18, " Tbe words of wise men tve Lesrd in qaiet, more than 
the crj of him that ruleth timong fools. Wisdom is better tLan 
feApons of war, but one fault destroyeth mnch good." 

The words of tbe wise oaglit to l>e listened to with more plea- 
lure than the loud clamour of tbe imperious loidling, who ruleth 
iver fools. Solomou follows up his parable, and exhorts men to 
listen carefully to tbe admonitions of tlie wise man. ftni) not to 
submit to the unbridled desires of licentious passions. We have 
shewn io a former verse, that our author calls tbe individual mem- 
ber of the human body, the auxiliaries of " Me great king." i. e. 
the evil passions— wherewith he wages war against tliat "poor, 
Kite man," --our rational soul, ile now concludes bis parable, by 
staling that wisdom is better than "weapons of war," Tbe real 
benefit we derive from obeying and carrying ont the <lietiiieB of 
the heavenly monitor within us, is more conducive to the welfare 

mr immortal soul, than all the pleasure we can derive from 
the indulgence of our worldly pursuits. Hut by carrying intp 
effect our good intentions, snd by acting io strict accordance with 
that which is right and just, we must guard ourselves uilli nt^si- 
dmty against conceited and arrogated self-sufficiency, by which 
we may imperceptibly be led astray from the path of virtue and 
godliness. The royal Prearher, therefore, justly observes : " onf 
fault di-stroyeth much good." which he Ulustiates by a moat apt 
simile io the beginning of the following chapter. 

>.. 1, "Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send 
forth a stinking savour ; so doth a htlle folly him ibu is iu rupu- 
tation for wisdom and liono''." 

Having iu tbe last chapter cautioned even the most virtuous 
and pious to be continually vigilant and careful over all their 

'ions, lest they should be led astray from the narrow psth oi' 

:ue, he continues to slIeEOrise this moral teason in tbe follow- 
manner: " As dead flies cause the ointment of the spothecary 
to send forth a stiultiug savour, so doth a little folly him that is 
u reputation for wisdom and honour." 

Odoriferous oil. highly esiimaied for (he sweet aroma it diffuses, 
must be careftilly guarJed against admixture of any foreign 
siabstance, which not only causes it to lose the qualities for which 
it b valued, but also to "send forth a stinking savour." Thus 
must the man in reputation for honour, be on his guard against 
committing any act derogatory to bia former good name and 
fame, wbicb be bad acquired by an honest and straight- forward 
life, the least inadvertence is sure to jeopardize the good characli 
which his noble actions have secured him amongst his felloe 
men ; as indicated iu the last verse ot the preceding clmpte 
" one fault deslroycth much good." 

2, 5, " A wise man's heart la at his right hand, but a fool 
heart at bis left. Yea, also, when he that is a fnol walketh by 
the way, his wisdom faUeth him, snd he sailb to every one ' 
■ is a fool." 

A'e rendered the verse according to the authorised tronsia 
of the English Bible, but our explnnation is in accordance 
the Jewish commenmtors, and we give, therefore, the following 
translation the preference : " A wise man's heart guides him to 
the right, but a fools heart leads him to tbe left," 

The wite man having adjusted his thoughts and feelings accord- 
ing to the laws of rationality nod revel.ition, will idways be 
guided by the wisdom of his heart, which is in unison with that 
sound wisdom, cnlculaied to lead man to happiness ; but the 
thougbllesB fool, who sets without prudence and forethought, 
actusted solely by the dictates of the moment, without considering 
its consequences and rcsidts, leads him to the left, and thus ex- 
poses his folly to the gaze of the pablic, 1 be expression " right 
and left," in our verse, i* figuratively borrowed trom the human 
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hv T\i^1i n'an^ D-Dsai o.-!! niL"OD ana b" ttVt' u-:Qpn 
[lOD-iBK ira^a D'^Dii nx a ■) inni ios'i:d i"n ^Do:l dc n-no i" 
moan '3Cpi cjrs o'aiatn •hva 'D■■vt^^ ini noDn iDi?n n'n*>' 
-psn ip' pnv ma at la iiyn ip' lan"? nann p'tn d'cw 
nnx Dvs DX nman mix Enaaoc iiaanoi la v^ noanno 
moan tob' ]0p »an h"i Djro nfeo ne-yi i.T-vn -iriDS vov 
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now KOini rhoh a' i njXi? inii b-oo 13 B" H'x' nai o,na "mff 
naio 13X' ;op ins w.'r t^anv 13131:1 oan-T pnxn mmp 
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: wn ^30 h:h tont ion ub i^n ^DDtra 

xirt laaii can cnxi rho b*? ina^i -Taa:n xin I'D'nt- Sa^ jm« 
n^ytja lanai o'aina noai i:?n j'o'S ixiSon I'O'S an* 
T5in ro -B-xp n-jfE-'a ainan tox lai DK*anS ^^lll I'Ki n^'f' 
'jxoCTi mip rtyn Tato ainan Toni imxan pnr nma I'o^ 
ij'O"? Ton pnt Dan aS ni"?! inn mw aion n-om a- j mmm 
a^ bx I'O'n xint- nna:n -j-na iminai n-t^'n nxi'a n'«n 
niinn nnoni nmoinn nixna "hsf noinn yao ^nx ^^1n■.? ^'oan 
DJ1 pan" i:ir> nH n\mh ywt nioB xins- I'jin i^xcc^ Ton 
nvTDinn nixm nimn nno pna d3 S-t iSin Sao^a ^na 
D'vniD rtnms' in'*;! ranSi a^ >h c x? non lab ana iSn ^ons? 
n'i'izn nt'x i'? It^^I• oxi ninan -i'vi ntan'i 'nci "jao xint* Sa^ 
oann 3X"ct3 -pyn ninB oipo -h D':ni: D'aim dtpjx dp idi ix 
: nihran Dija mix d'3'cio on pnxn 



A COa«ENTARY ON ECCLBS1ASTE3. 

body. The skill and dexterity which a man pogseHsea in bis right 
buid, enable him to execute everything satisfactorily; wherena 
Ihe feats he can perform with his left hand are awkward. Hence 
Ihe words of the prophet laaiah {Ixiii 12) "That led them by 
Ihe right hand of Moaea " But whatever the fool undertnkes, 
■hewa the hoUowneas of his heart, and every act proclaims bim a 
Ibol. 

4, 5 "If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not 
lliy place) for yielding pad fieth great offences. There is an evil 
which I have seen under the sun as an error, which proceedeth 
from the ruler." 

In the fourth verse the royal preacher recommends humility 
■nd meekness to him who by bis merits haa risen to a high sta- 
lioa in society. Honors and high ofEce have an intoiicating 
biflaence over the human mind, A man, who, when in a hum- 
Ue way of life, was unostentatious and affable, neither servile to 
the high, nor overbearing to the low, in rank, may, however, 
Irhen risen to eminence occasionally be deluded by pride to atrip 
off luB former better qualities, and Hssume a haughty and an over- 
be&ring carriage; Solomon, therefore, admonishes and counsels 
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nbijK? D'lsjfB pnx Kin iS'dk DQCDn kd2 ^y ncv tSDiipnira 
»l3ni mo'? i:n njp'i pn Spn hv diwi nmntpnn nn i-bv 
DRjn'i ::--£• o'Ve'ti jjt 3-rki mob imw n'S'bio bnon 'n-wo 
DJ'K niKjm nosnne' Ditra v:dVd nKX't? nDOT ntwj' no San 
«"iD:.nD m ^ n'KT waoTv^n ':ki lyra inKi^un nvnh d'^3' 
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11333 iniK iSapi inKTp*? Snpn ^3 iKV ^VnB^ bnj nan rrnt? 
n'Sv ar'c n3 I'tS'psn 'jid bsa nmaj n^ij nD'3 ih ^us•\ hin 
nn 13 nD333 arh pnn^nojn "^npn b iK3t?3i □n'? tsnni 
tsD*" nin ennn piDB rmn n?nnn laih nsn n-m nmncnn 
nKTCo nni33 mi 13 nD333t?intn n'?3b3n)i 'i:i cenn rKi 
^npni 03^ ri'n cnnn lOKi inosn nsn n^n nmK3 lovy 
CD^n'b iniK inWi na'sn jd imnin idxp no ijidows 
lb 10K inosn p'H nr no iS tdk 'K3T p i:ni' pi '35^ n3!?31 
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: 'iJi Sf ion nn dk 
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office, whether spritual or temporal, " forget not thy— former- 
jatation." Let not high honors tempt thee to assume a hnughly 
and domineering air in the mistaken notion that it confers dignity 
bu thy station ; the place nerer honors the man, if the man does 
;iiot honor his place. Self-reUance begets deceit, blinds the 
iteuoa, biases the judgment, and leads to errors. Thou who art 
finTeated with authority, and to whose decision is entrusted the weal 
lud woe of thy fellow -creatures, heware lest haughteuraod impe- 
•no OS ness corrupt thy mind, and pervert tbyjudgment by condemn- 
;ing the innocent, and acquitting the guilty. And though after some 
j£me thou shouldest hecome conscious of the error thou hast com- 
loitted, reflect when the sentence has been put in execution, it is 
, BO longer iu thy power to retrieve the error. Break, therefore, 
nhe eplrit of pride and haughtiness within thee, for hy so doing 
mou wilt be spared the humiliating confession of having acted 
puhly and without consideration. 

I The Talmud relates a most curious incident of the baneful con- 

■equences resulting from overbearing haughtiness, A certain ; V^XH 

community requested Rabbi Yacbanon ben Zarcoi, to send i l 

:them a learned and pious man whom thev wished to have 'l'""' I^'™" ^ '^^^ mon nKl mv i? jnn 1D« ^Y^'& 
u their spiritual guide. The Rabbi complyitig with their request "1" 13 £"[? 'D b^a> nm Dn3 !?• kV D'b'D33 DK -3 n'lSD 
•ent them his beloved diaciple Rabbi Eleazar ben Aroch. On hia arrival he was met by the leaders of the congregation, who 
took him to a mansion prepared for his reception ; from whence they led him to the Synagogue, where the Rabbi ascended 
the desk, which was most gorgeously decorated for the solemn occasion. The Rabbi intoxicated with the exaggerated 
tod unexpected honor shewn to him on this occasion, ascended the pulpit, taking his text from Bxod. xii, 2, instead of saying 
03^ nin innn "this month shall be unto you," commenced 03^ n*n Bnnn "deaf was their heart." The community surprised 
■t the ignorance of their Rabbi, sent him back to his master, Rabhi Yochanan ben Zaccai, and on asking his disciple how he 
came to commit such a gross error— which a mere tyro wonld not have made — he replied "that loo much honor evinced to me 
It my installation blinded my wisdom and perplexed my mind." {Medrcuh Rabbah, Koheleth). Hence the words of our text — 
^ If the spirit of the ruler," &q. 

6, 7 " Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich ait in low pataees. 1 have seen eervants upon horses, and princes walking 
I servants upon the earth." 

Pride and arrogance are invariably the attributes of fools. They possess no real merit to gain the esteem of the world, 
they, therefore assume a mock dignity, and put themselves above those men, who by their discreet and dignified cond;ict com- 
mand the regard and estimation of every one. which the world spontaneously offers as a meet tribute of their onpreteoding 
•nd meek conduct. In support of our exposition, the indulgent reader will allow me to cite several instances from sacred 
history. When Abraham, whom God had promised to be the father of many nations, and through whom the knowledge of 
God was promulgated, yel, when he entreated the Lord to spare Sodom and Gomorrah, which were doomed to destruction, 
said in his wonted meekness: " Behold now, 1 have taken upon myself to apeak unto the Lord, who am but dust and ashes." 
(Gen. xviii. 27.) The same meekness was manifested hy Moses, the father of all prophets, who communicated with God " face 
lo face, as a man speaketh to his neighbour," when the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron he Faid: " But 
what are we, thai ye murmur against us." (Exod. xvi. 4.) In the same manner the royal Psalmist, the anointed of the Lord, 
expresses himself: " But 1 am a worm and no man ; a reproach of men and despised of the people." (Ps. xxii, 6.) Hence 
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we see that true greatueas never aseumeB aliaughtyand io^erious 
benriiig ; and though they leave it to fools, whose only portion 
it is, yet the world will Btill know how to diMirimiomte between 
the real merit of the truly great, and the wortlUesa dignity of the 
simple, who occupy liigh Maliotia. For place never honors the 
mim, if the man does not honor the place, aa the preacher says : 
"Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich ail in low places. I 
have seen Eerrants upon horses," &c, Circuma lances may, for s 
time, pervert Ibe laws of society, but greatness of aoul and anb- 
limitj of mind, tbongh in a humble station, will always command 
that universal respect which arrogauce and deceit, though crowned 
with succeas, court in vain. 

8, 9, 10 '• He that diggeth a pit thali fall ialo it; and wlioao 
breaketb a hedge a aerpent shall bite him. Whoao removeth 
fltonee, shall be hurt llierewilh ; and he llint cleareth wood, aliall 
be endangered thereby. If the iron be bluni, and he do not whet 
the edge, then must he put lo more strength : but wisdom is 
profilable to direct," 

In the following verses Solomon admonishes the virtuons not 
to stoop to flatter, nor to degrade tberasdves in assisting to raise 
undeserving and narrow-minded men to eminence, t'oola ac- 
cept honora and office without any scruple, undmindfnl whether 
their abihtiea and knowledge render them capable of fuifilling 
the duties devolving upon them with justice and equity. They 
do not shrink back from the resiwnsibdity they take upon them- 
selves by becoming guardians of the spiritual or temporal welfare 
of their fellow-men i but in their perreraeuess, they work incal- 
culable miscliief, and injure those for whose protection they have 
been appointed, and those who have been instrumental in secur- 
ing their appointment ; will be the first victims of their folly. 
Aa our sages justly remark ; " He who flatters the wicked, wdi 
fall a victim to their wickedness. " 

An instance, illustrative of our argument, we find related by 
Josephus: " H erodes, the son of Antipnter, who lived in the 
household of the noble h''Use of Asbmnnni, stood accused before 
the high court of the Saohednn, of several murders. The high 
court, after mature deliberation, pronounced sentence of death 
against him. Horkanus, a scion of the noble family of the Ash- 
manites, the then king and high priest iu Israel, iuterccded for 
him, and prevailed ou the court to have hia execution postponed 
till the following day. This they did. to give Hcrodea time to 
escape from an igncminious death, which would have disgraced 
hia family, his father Antipater being chief captain in tl)e king's 
army. Some time after, llerodes entered Jerusalem at llie head 
of a Roman host, overthrew the government, slew Horkacua, and 
his brother Autigones, and all the descendants of the noble house 
of Ashmanai, and proclaimed himself king over Israel.'' 

Solomon, therefore, justly says : " He that diggeth a pit shall 
fall into it ;" like Horkanus, who impeded the course of justice, 
and he who "break down the hedge' oFlhe law, "a aerpent shall 
him." He who breaks through the law, human ordivine, to benefit 
a convicted malefactor shall suffer through his ill-conceived and 
misplaced indulgence, like the man who shelters a venomous 
reptile in hia bosom, wliicb, in return for the shelter afforded him, 
infllcls death upon its benefaclor, by infusing Its deadly poison 
in Iiim. For every action of man, whether good or bad, will 
always recoil upon bim who committed it. The truth of this 
statement is dluat rated in the 9th and lUih verses, by a simile 
taken from ordinary life. " Wl.oso remtveth atones," says tl e 
preacher, " ahall be troubled therewith, and he that cleaveth 
wt,od shall be warmed then with." 

The last sentence iu tbeOih verse, D3 pD" D'XP I'piai can also 
explained in the following manner : All the actions of the wise 
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mx'-)D3 Dn'aa'? n3 mnj* jmrnon irhv irs^n prnin rrrtp 
ij'ia ^y']!^ i^ni inon p ^"nnjtsn imtegi nonha "Va "nim 
I'-nnaon du 3t?i' d::' i'?un Di:piin n-m nn-E? jna 3"nn3l 
in':n j-nniDb nox nn-o^ cmm fT ni3 jmn^Dny nicwai 
i'3Ki? h'2i.'2 Dining D^3p^^.^ nia n'jnm nuiii nno^ ny un 
S-n warn m3i ma*t? na i:n aaji niSi oiipiin St? S'nn ip 
Dijpiin 'IDE! in-jn ttS rasi nScn-a onSn'? init:3 d'^-o bnj 
biSn id:?i (<'33 io3 Snj pan I'-nnsoa n"ni nion 10 inm ii'sntf 
anjin ttSi j-non Dminbnsijn cn^E-ji onx imnjo'? noKi jpin 
ITon jn.Ti ca-hs) iiSo'i d'« d'D' niy pa dv mwa iniK 
iDnSjt?3'nK n-n pi D-osnn Sa inn'i inn p iniK ^'vnc Diipnin 
rh'^V E-pai 1^1 DuroiK :nn omini vnK Di3ri3Jt« Dl3p^ln 
'?a :nm Stnu" 'Sn: a'oan j-ni iniK 3^^t? ip oijpii.T Sy 
^313 -»Qn P'li DnV 13V mns" on-Dnn D"3n3n •[t3iDcn n-a jm 
i-!« 3iinS I'TinsD'; n'3n «^^ ^tmf^h fOM nantj' Dupnn nr 
inn innoc-o ^3 nw ini« anmi 3"n« na-c □131 di'3 13 ornin 
('1^30^ n'3n sbv minn 113 psK? Di3piin nr -ni t-iioi 'tis' « 
neifc no Sat? oniin nr e'n3 i33B" onmnS ns di' initts sim"? 
D'33K TDD T03 ntnv Kin iDsyS m D!* 31D CK oSivn n(3 DTKn 
kSi D3 mm Mint' nt33 d3 3XU' naS Kin im* oipts^ oipoo 
kSi nna ODnn' 113? Kin ca oonnnS □•«» iipia 3*:i dhok 
: Dnnx 
;ib6d Nin na po' D'xv VPia t:^ vik tr'iTB btbS Tj^'fif^ii 
B11' iJ'Kt? 'D ^J D3nn n3t?t3 Kim Dn3 pjio" nwo . 
njn KSa nnsS d'iv ffpi3uo S-oan w"m nosna i3'3V nit?ji> 
JP13 ]B" sin 13 i^iat? Snam o'vpa iny'paa pnir o'ditd^ 
■?na 1D3 nKTon n}nt:3 o'ainv bp'5p d*3B iS I'Kl miSn n^ni 
S'oanSaK la spiaa- msn naSin^ rw d-w ipiac ninon 
133' D"S"n Kin Saw aiSa spia u'Ki? 1^ bran Sp toid la-tt 
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■re baaed on diicretion and foresight, Ut the end, that they m»y 
■void danger to themselTes and others; but fools act OD the im- 
poUe of the moment, without caicuUtiug the mischief they do 
to themaelveB mid others. Heuce the words of our teit, " He 
who cleaves mood*, can he endangered fiy fitm." The fool, who 
■ntcadB deaving wood, with a bliint nie, which baa lost bolh its 
edge aud polish, must needs gumnioa all his streogth to accom- 
plish hia tnik, and by applying more sirenglh than is ordinarily 
required, may cause the ase to slip from the helve and jeopardize 
tlie life of llie paaaers-by, and render himself reepousible for the 
oODaequeueea, 

11, "Surely the serpent will bile without enchantment, and a 
babbler is do better." 

The royal Preacher most aptly proceeds to point out the folly 
ud the baneful efiecte of those siliy and narrow- niinded men, 
vho thiuk themselves always secure from danger, which so ofteu 
surroimds frail man on every side. Were even a venomous rep- 
tile to approHcb the place where ttie simple happens to stand on, 
■sd were he, acconiing to the customs of the inhabitants of the 
EmI, to know a spell by which he could shut the mouth of that 
dsngerous snail, the simple would still persevere in his imagined 
aafety, and avoid the trouble of uttering the lew words to defend 
Umielf against the enemy of the children of Adam ; yea, he would 
tlunlc the charm will even prove efficacious to care aftn' the bite 
*n inflicted, which to his eorrow turns out to be the reverse. 
Thus the fool falls a victim to his own folly. " For (he sins en- 
tkngle the wicked." Theaimple never endcarour to aviTt danger. 
They wail till the miacbicf is done, aud look out for a remedy 
when it is loo late. The vise, who act with precaution and dis- 
oretioD, will always anticipate the remedy to tlie wound, tlicy will 
guard themselves against every ev:l, aud rely on God to assist 
Ihemin all their deeds. 

12, 13, "The words of a wise tnas'a mouth are gracious, hiit 
ibe lipa of a fool will swaiiow up tiimeelf. The beginning of the 
vorde of his mouth is toohtihoesS] aud the end of his talk is 
miachievous madness." 

The words out of the mouth of the wise, snys the preacher, 
■re tittered with grace. The man of nund adjasta all hia under- 
tafcings according to a preconcerted and well-digested plan, 
vhich is invariably sure of securing success. If, for instance, 
he has to address an assembly, he will arrange his speech, and 
Mek to adapt his reasoning and lanffunge to tl:e comprehension 
of his audience, and with irresistible eloquence and pleasing 
delivery carry couvictiou to the hearts of his hearers. But 
the man of no mind, who uuderukcs everything without 
dberetion, generally throwing himself, as it were, hlit)dfolded 
It^oa his object, without calculating the chances of success, and 
l^ttbout ecrploying proper means of attaining hia end, will, no 
Aiobt, be foiled in arriving at the wished for goal. He, in juitn- 
position with the wise man, never preconcerts his measures. His 
tsngnage, however elegant and fluent, wilt prove to be of no 
•rati, he generally injures his cause by the false manner lie repre- 
KDta it to his audience. And were be even to become conscious of 
the unfavourable impression he has produced on the mind of hia 
audience, and endeavour to recommend liii cause in more suita- 
ble language, yet be will find his attempt unsuccessful. He will, 
to his own humiliation, be compt-lled to ooufiss that hia own 
folly baa Irustrated hia long cherished and darliug plans. 

I-), l5, "A fool iaalao full of words ; a mau cannot tell what 
shall he, and what shall be after him, who can tell him? The 
tabonr of the fooliah wesrieth every one of them, because he 
knoweth not how to go to the city," 

The more strenuously the fool labours to gain bis end, the less 
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Kin ppi3 irKi iVf hnzn nnp iS'b«i ina ^jr ioid inin loina 
Si-Q3 :n33 naoiro njso 'tS h2- niai ina ^'n ba D'«in spy 
nt niD'i -aw DiK ni'K ns'l pimo^ Ysn id '?T^an bcii D'wa 
nmv iJ'Jtf ^3 vhH 13 new i:'k nann hzt/t njaoa n'n> Venn 

: pB^ h)nb pn' f Ni ETiS Ki^3 ETian •^tm ""' 

niD ni3D3 1^' om'rcni DniKinc KXO' n-S'Dsn I'wta Ti ij;[{ 
lie" nbv ^ri:n by ems': vii'c h'-oi nrs kso' d'ovs'? '3 
iisiK W" oy io«i3 "wano inibvyi inittj ana ^D3ni D"wn nK 
mSn \-hs idik <j's hs* ttx iitr-jS vmn t*T at •» arf> 
WIN 1^131 pnjn K3' »«3 into ct^yBbi wk nic" (A piv 'JOT* 
iniK ne':e' mip inv Kins' z-rhn idk kS inibci iinN33 Kini 
b'om iniK "XffiVf irat mSn Vw no '3 )niK33 '>'D3n noi ^i]l 
jni't? vnhr\) p[?Sn ^3 nt S'oa': inn' nn 3-k noi nion dd 13 
B'm.n iniK ^le*t? Diip ETi'rn iniK idk k4? iniK]3 no nn 
iniK •\-[vi> K3 rrunt? nKTpa nso'? hkibi onpn 03nn s'KPO 
: ^1X31 fnSn rVj; TOiK «i3n 

rhnn naj^an ^'D3 ninBB'i in ddh-'s '-ai ^"■='"- 
: r(^ nhh):^ in'fl ri'insi mVao in's— im 

Dsnn n ^03^ nann \<z n^i ir^sn e« nca nsnn kSh t^lTfl 
D''?ip2' man -i3nD Kin d'^jiij 'id^ laib -i3i th era 
D-ytJie-n D-Bfjum nip-noai nnia i'bo d'kxi'i noann '31KD3 
i3itM:'3 ^D3n aK'Wt: in3T iSsp'i nn-iifa in kxd' nta man 
kS in ni-K 13 tp' i3iS nxne> nsT mix iS'dk D'Sn: 'Jb*^ I'W ni>« 
niaana "mb njni nozn iV e" kWdsh nn? mcD i-yaiB'S nijf 
ff^c ]rf} HjiVan j'jvn nn -anc nD3 '?'D3n nt Ve- rnaci? diito 
KTO' t6^ iznv inai3i|n cjitsipn ikxd' kSi laiv I'W miKa 
■h I'yoiB' I'K n-SK njnnw mai pn' tKi lani? no3 nno wisi 
nD3n3 mS mSD33 vn n-Snjn -isS in'D nan nSnnat? bicd 
v-m nnns D'cijn man ibp' w^ b-oa Kinr' inano yiT 33ai 
: pinn njn niyan 

rrn'^rno msn jn''**"? cnm hit "^DDni i"" ■•"' 
: "iT^« iid'?'? yr-NS new 

D-yDii? d:\-{ D'bnjn o-oann DTistnt' inx dbd lyi lOx 
ntr'D3 njn K^a anaT naio Kin'.;' diw'd b'oan 'i3T 
•D ntb; Kip' mobnoS rci 3n3 ik3'' 'roa 'nee' n" 'crp '^a 
n'Sn:n Q'tsanfi o'lraKni ifBi E-pit: vnou'i ib nnno b'D3 
tJUD enaia dk '3 Dn3n •la^3 d'Vt di'K b'oan onoy -lanot? 
ETTcni D'a'TDn pat: jni'S' loa Ki'iaia (fO'Dnb sro-a nD3n3 
13-iS K3'C' 'D IK nnS amsE' 'd nnai nianss n"xn DJ'tw 
yn lb n'n's- no in* Kb b'Dan mi iispa tisnn D'3nK onoy 
na-raff ib aic: Kint? invnaB* oirD cfjNn ibK ail vi3T M3-i3 
in3i "1313 D'bnjn DfSKn iVkq ib n-n* -tki onana onoK 
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he Bucceeds ; he is bo profose Id his uncouth loquacity, that iu 
prodigality tire» out the most patieul of his liearcrs. At Solomon 
espressea himaelf (Prov.iviii. 0, 7) " A fool's lips enter iu to con- 
tention, and hifl mouth calleth for atrokea. Therefore, a fool's 
mouth is his destruction, and hia lips are the aoarc of his aoul.'' 
Where a few words would suffice to make himself uuderglood, 
as the adage says: "A mere indication is sufBcieut for the 
wise," and where hrevitjr would be duly appreciated, there he 
squanders uonecessarily a multiplicity of words, thinking to per- 
suade his hearers or whom he supplicntcs, with empty sounds. 
And in the same measure as he neglects lo henefit from the 
present moment, thus he is likewise careless and unwary, " for 
what will he after hira, who will tell him 1" Hsving finished his 
shallow and driftlesa harangue, who will undertake to undeceive 
the imaginary glorious fool ? It would be a tbankleas office, to 
convince him of his foUv, for '■ such labour with the fool would 
weary those " who would attempt it, because "he koowelh not 
how to go to the city," that ia to say, he is like the traveller who 
repaira to a certain place, hut not knowing the road, pursoes his 
way at random, and spends all hia strength in the vain endeavour 
to reach his destination by a very circuitous road. 

16, " Woe to thee, land, when thy king is a child, and thy 
princes eat in the morning," 

Having in the preceding verse, dilated on the mischief wrought 
by the thoughtless fool individually, he now most crophaticnlly 
eiclaims, from the experience he has gained by his high position 
as a wise and prosperous king, against a ruler of mental debi- 
lity : " Woe to thee, land, whose king is a child " in wisdom 
and experience. He whom nature has not endowed with parts 
and powers of mind to discharge the duties incumbent upon him 
by virlue of the olhce he occupiea, ia Uke the child whoae facul- 
ties have not ripened to maturity. A king who is incapable of 
discharging the responsibihtics of his station will entirely depend 
on bis ministers and courtiers; but they, knowing theimbecihty 
of their lord aud ntnsler, will turn their appointments to their 
own advantage, and regard the welfare of the country they have 
to govern aa a secondary consideration. They, in their turn, 
entrust the affairs of state to underlings, who again imitate the 
example of their superiors, and consider their office as a sinecure, 
to feed on the people's marrow. Solomon, therefore, with just 
indignation, exclaims : " Woe to thee, land, whose king is a 
child, and thy princes eat in the moruing." 

Where the king ia a child, meaning when the intellectual 
powers of the ruler are stagnated to tbnt alate of sterility so as 
to be equal to that infantine condition of adolescency, where the 
mind has not attained maturity, then " the princes will eat in the 
morning," The time which they ought to devote to promote 
and lo study the welfare of the country, will be apent in feasting 
and in the gratificalion of sensual pleasurea, and auch a atate of 
thiugB can produce nothing but war and tribulation to a country. 
17, "Bleased art thou, land, when thy king ie the son o; 
nobles, and thy princes eat in due aeaaon, for atrength and not 
for drunkcnneas." 

But happy ia that country whose ruler ia the aon of nobles, who has profited by the example of his ancestors, who preceded 
him on the throne, to take the rems of government into his own hands, to govern his people with discretion and indepen- 
dence. When the king diachargea hia duties faithfully and conacientiously from the throne, the public officers from the highest 
functionary to the lowest subaltern, will by no means dare lo neglect their respective offices. Such a state of affairs cannot 
he otherwiae than beneficial to the people. Aud such a land is blessed, whose king is the eon of nobles, and noble himself ia 
the scrupulous discharge of his high functions, for "thy princes eat in due season, for strength and not for 
drunkenness." All public ofiicers, seeing the chief of the state, who is responsible to none but Him who entrusted him with 
the welfare of millions, devoting hia time and energies to the amelioration of the condition of his people, will vie with each 
other to emulate auch noble devotion. They will sacrifice personal convenience and pleasure on the altar of the common 
welfare of the country, and revehy and banqueting will not precede their official deliberations, for " they eat only for strength, 
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oniK I'W B^'O V121 'U1 hv in'31'1 ii'Dsb T3' 'D V3B2 kVp ininitO 

H\n KL'-S VoaS nav!? 'ow dicd cnop nais* D'Sn:n a-csKn 
13 ^'W vh '3 ^DaS n'Dion rttt^'i nnsin Vosn Var vh '3 ^OT 
•p^rh nDn V'DDn '3 n'sraV nyrn D''?'D3^ n'sran hui) '3 ni'?3 
n'n'i px nn-ivh n3 ib-r iiin T3D i:'ki mnx y^vh in 13103 
S'Dsn 13 Ti'nDK -\-n2 tjj '?« «t jn* 16 '3 m-n b W'l f\^ 
in'aios- D3nn W run"? t5:3n'? S3' u-k njn 1'? l- wVe- opd 
: 1'? Ks-ii sipi inaio': Kin 

: i'?DX' "IM3 y^v) iy3 ^a^ae' px •fr'tt '■• 

nini no3fi i^ t?' «'?' ^D3 D:hos> n:no •[?:« n'sinS it3 E'lTS 
ly: 1D3 Kini pin odvo niw''i iSb" twidti rninS 
Q'm ibc BnK'n '?3K njnon irnr nni d'-wpS i3vibi3i nin vhi 
ay» n'DBE-Di nmon pin m*ai ^'03 D3^Dt'' □■xix'3 uoo ini' 
D'jijyna DCBJ niKnf'y Dn':;;'DK'?((n'ciB:'DininDnSiJD'n'jtM9 

"jlSK^ □'D"3t?t: np331 V'pl^ 11' D^'n3 b'.n 1"3321 D'DTIDI n»331 

it'K tnji TIT DK '3 n'tsatJDi ninan j"3j;3 trm j-ni o'jiyo^ 
't'JKi Dn> D'sSni nviy 'sb njnon tiixS iv\ a'mv naca or 
h'azi 1JI3 unhsf ^^onp diets na-v VJ"V3 Tj"n e"K nsnon 
on nt'ji nnon h& obbtsi pn icv one inri3c o^-eh n3jnrDi 
: 'lii pK i> 'K pn D:in3 d'pw 

i^3S' np TiEn Dmn-pa "[s'^ac' pN iicn '•• 
: 'ntra ah) mi3:3 

no"?! ^'?D ja n^D Kinv omn p '\:hos> yix -|"it?n djok "TOst 
p Kim i'ni3KtD n:non "cctra 'pni njnjni nia^on >pn 
1DXJ13 Kin '3 ibc dhpS nayiK'o u'ni no3ni njn iS c B'lin 
•pn niET)'? D'T'i!! D'D3n I'Tt? 3*ji inriD -a'jji '?ui icsv ^V rriVO 
n:non 'a-iivVi cavrh crw cmpi dsSo as nnon 'OBcei 
nv c'vi^isri oitt '33 i«tP3 nb'sw^ jn3pn npa t6» D-biK cj-ki 
ns in n'3 ko 'Ei"«p n'Di' K'3in ""v n'-cn ^"03 npaa ocron 

n-il313 DBETSn O'S'W D'TS'n iSk 3"31 '131 DBCDlpS^ IJ'T 'n IDS 

iK3'B' Diipi" D'nit? Da'tttp I" n*nP3 m-B tib's kS nmta snro 
I'ln iniiri ins cnjn bbnn i" ine" dkb" disto cbco niPi;': 
oni33 'in 'n 'd-kp n^vff* K'33n t?o"3 pnxb ivcn-i nnS ipnxn 
i-ipnxi nne* aay yen >pnxt: -oc ipo^ S'n '!PW\ y n^rsh 
DnVc ^^n 103 D'osnn c-cn 1/K ntSi udd ii'D" cphk 
nitntn '3 ]" n"n:?3 wm tips kS cbipo'? n-ii3J3 D'Tnip 
a'DBipn thtsn' dk '3 n'riKS 31D njnon 'rn:Di n'ODira 
inm riK e"k nnvi njncn laitn nrnon >rn3D 3-31 dex?03 
: niSsyno 210 nitntn ntS ipba en 
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bat not for drankenneBB." Wine confoundH and perverts the 
jodgment, and those vho have to deliberate the weal and woe of 
their fellow-men, must enter upon their deliberation witli a sober 
and lucid mlod. As the prophet Jeremiah exhorted his contem- 
porary judges: (xx\. 12) "0 house of David," thus saith the 
Lord, " execute judgment in the morning," The prophet Isaiah 
most forcibly depicts the dangerous consequences of excessive 
revelry, (Isaiah, v. 22, 2^) '■ Woe unto them that are mighty to 
drink wine, and men of strength to drink strong drink ; which 
juBtify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of 
the righteous from bim." 

18, "By much aiotbfulnesa, the building decayeth, and through 
idleness of the bands the house droppetb through." 

Indolence and carelessneBs, continues the preacher, are pro- 
ductive of much evi! — both public and domestic. Where public 
■ffairs are carried on carelessly and neglectfully, the prosperity 
of the country must be undermined and brought to ruin ; which 
ia exemplified by facta of daily occurrence. " By much slothful- 
neas, the building decayeth, and through idleness of hands the 
houae droppeth through." He who builds a house, and neglects 
to secure the beams against the inclemency of the weather, causea 
it to become rotten and decayed, by exposing it to the sun and 
the rain, which will drop and penetrate through, and ruin the whole 
building. In the same measure will the afloira of state go to ruin, 
if the king, who ia, comparatively speaking, the corner-stone of 
the whole fabric, be unmindful of his exalted and responsible 
■tation, and its duties, but leaves the government of the couniry 
in the hands of rapacious hirelings, who merely seek to plunder it 
for their own aggrandisemeDt, and think of nothing but the grati- 
fication of pleasure. 

19, "A fea'it is made for laughter, and wine maketh merry, 
but money answereth all things." 

In a country where the impulse from above is wanting, remiss- 
ness in the discharge of responsibilities, and dereliction of daties 
are aure to be prevalent in the management of public affairs. 
Appointments will be sought after as a means for private ends — 
looked upon as merchandise purchased by the highest bidder. 
Mammon is the deity set up for public worship. Filthy lucre is 
the damning price of a vile conscience, which at times, as an un- 
welcome guest, visits their festive boards. They abuiia the 
bounties of nature, bestowed by a kind providence for the aup- 
port of life, and to render it cheerful, as the Psalmist said ; — 
" Wine, that maketh glad the heart of men, and bread which 
etrengtheneth the heart of men." [civ. 15.) They live a life of 
dissipation and debauchery, as If such were the sole destiny of 
inau. The word .nJV may also be rendered " to afflict," namely, 
when money is used to bribe the judges, it will be an aflliction 
to all. 

20, " Curse not the king, no, not in thy thoughts, and curse 
not the rich in thy bed-chamber, for a bird of the air shall carry 
the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter." 

The wise preacher most graphically addresses himself to those 
who suffer from an inefficient government of a mentally debili- 
tated king, and a corrupted bereaucratic, open to bribery. Ven- 
ture not, saya the king, to give vent to your just sufferings and 
complaiota. For a vile government will not scruple at any 
means, fair or foul, to arrive at tlie desired end. Spies and secret 
agents will be employed to sound the public mind. They, appa- 
rently, enter into the feelings of the wrongs you have to endure ; 
they will feign to sympathise with your sufferings, and admire the 
patience with which you bear the most crafty cruelty and arbi- 
trary oppression. By their spurious sympathy they wiU lull you 
into imagined security, and you by your indiacrimiuate creduhty. 
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•0 nntr nSv3 moBoi nm moi im i:'n niWune' ntn iq^ 

■lODn IDI B'os'n p HDiao mpnn nvins* na td31 D'jnua 
n^s? nnipn ^t^?z>ni^ iracn nio'cn ri'^ Kai Y'prt 'd'3 SswnJi 
•tJ'Ki iniD'31 icon ry'iv wai rh pi\ t6^ t|ninn nio'3 3*3 Swrui' 
niWai 3'ii n'nm3Nni n'3n ':jj nos^ .nnpomim nScnnipn 
in'3 ht!> »r\ !?» n'spn i6 j"pn '0'3i ^vy Kins- 'd iran »iVt d't 
':it noS laiKv vhs D-tx-jn ni'i r\-nnn <o^ \«tv Diip iniK ]prh 
Ipno 'JK ijiinn 'D' iki'b* iv Ton n' iSsSdi rP^ '0'3 "nj' niits 
^D0^ "D ei^T ipn «*? Kini rpn D'tx'j m'l f|iinn 'ti' i»2m\ 
iW 3ir\Q v'ts D'a^nc D'cnonnaS i*? DipD |'Ki intio Wi in'23 
nb rrrr nny pno ekb oico *iSt k'pc' jjn \pt6 tid' u-ki 
I's!' niSvjfnD nil n'an »|iSti nsrc |ipnn mo'si m' D'oe'jni 
ijioKiy D'bsyn mi;-'?! S-na Kins' i^rh mp' nsai mxa n'n'i 
anh iM'i ninon '311x1 oyn 'obcd ^v n'jcn'? o'lnr di'mc 
: nni^sffi oniTOS ncna i^o'i njnon n3i<nE> mix 

I".T nntffoz ax '3 onna ci:'sb> inipi ^'oan ^So hv iw ton 
D'^DDn D'tsBit^n Dicn rh» idk ins- nn-p^ai nmyDai 
nnira i"i pineal i?-h na mijfD crh dv b o'tpiji ayiv m 
ni3 W'NC "Di dSw DiKn h-y D"nn iniLr onmat? n"n nix" 
DiB-D t"i orh DK '3 T3« kS nD^i n3 nn'yv2 asrra mn i"n3 
Dn3i3 I'p -i\om Q'Snna nifm cnsa mivon nife ip'jf onv 

t?l](* 33^ ntJB" f'l 1DK l'ni'l3 -pl^^ lDblV3 n'-'E'n «13B' 

hi D'enDDH iiPiTEs 2'ji njjD' E-UK sn"? arhi joro d':d b'nynb 
u"m '131 3T dt6 nav ss'jd ixc^a -n 'a-np "jK'Jin n'wa nn 
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A COHHEMAttr OK KCCLEStASTES. ( ( 

are inre to impart to them your secret thoughts and iDtCDtlone bow 
to shake off tne lacerating yoke of cruel lymnoy and oppression. 
Hftving obtained the object of their iQfamoua acbeme, tbey will 
deuounce yon to your oppressors, to receire the pay of an hire- 
ling- Solomon, therefore, justly eiclttims: "Corse not the king, 
no, not even in tby tbonght, and cnrac not the rich in tby bed- 
cbamber, for a bird of tbe air shall carry the voiiie, anil that 
which batb wings ihall tell the matter." Indulge not within 
thine own thougnts in execrations against those in power, nay, 
even within thine own walls, give no vent to tbe meditations of 
thine heart, for that which thou mayest design in secret will find 
egress tbrougb the narrow bridge of tby tongue, and endanger 
thy safely. As said by our wise author in hia memorable pro- 
verbs : " Deftth and life are in tbe power of the tongue," (ProT. 
xviii. 21.) 

" The above verse may also be construed in tbe following 
manner : if any one has wronged thee, be not vindictive againal 
him, either in thought, word, or action, but leave retribution to 
Him, who will adjust all our affairs in the balance of justice. 
As enjoined by David, " Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for 
liim, fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his evil 
way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass." 
(Psalm ijivii. 7.] 

XI., 1, " Cast thy bread npon the waters, for tbou shalt find 
it after many daya." 

In the following chapters, the epilogue of Ecclesiastes, Solo- 
mon exhorts to charity and benevolence, and expatiates freely 
upon the merit and reward which await the charitable and bene- 
volent in tbe world to come. As sung by his father David: " As 
for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness," (or through 
charity), (Psalm ivii. 15) which rendering is conformable to the 
different meanings comprised in the word pix. And as the 

Erophet Isaiah enjoins: "Is it not to deal thy bread to tbe 
ungry, and that tbou bring the poor that are cast out, lo tby 
house? when thou seest the naked, that thou cover bim, and 
that thou hide not thpelf from thine own flesh. And the Lord 
shatl guide thee continually and satisfy thy soul in draught and 
make fat tby hones." (Iviii. 7 — 12). In like manner, Daniel 
adrooniahed NebuchadnciiMr to propitiate the threatening fore- 
bodings of bis destiny, which he saw in a dream through acts 
of charity and benevolence: "Wherefore, O king, let my counsel 
be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy ains by righleousnesa, 
and thine iniquities by shewing mercy unto the poor, if it may 
be a lengthening of thy tranquility." (Daniel iv. 27.) 

He, therefore, commences tbe chapter by saying : "cast thy 
bread upon tbe waters, for tbou shatt find it after many days." 
Impart from thy affluence to tbe poor and needy. Never turn a 
dcEkf ear to the claims of humanity. Wherever thou meetest 
with want and poverty, relieve with a willing heart and a liberal 
hand, whether the poor be known or a stranger unto thee, " for 
thou shalt find it after manv days," after thou hast departed this 
life, thou wilt meet with that reward thy acta of charity have 
earned for thee in the world to come ; and even in this life, tby 
humane deeds will, after aome time, heart heir well-nieritcd fruits. 
Consider that the fortunes of time are fickle. It may smile upon 
tbeeat one moment, and frown at another. Intbislifeof event- 
uahties, everything is ephemeral and transitory. Thy children, 
to whom thou dost bequeath thy riches, may, by a reverse of 
fortune, become reduced to poverty, and seek relief from those 
who in former times were supported by thee, and who now in their 
turn, are blessed with affluence, to cherish the descendants of the 
once wealthy. 

A praiaeworlhy act of humanity, worthy of imitation, is related 
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F tbe IcBined Rabhi Elaiar ben Shamuah, vhich we gire here 

extenso ; In bis daily promrnadiug, he one day walked on the 

-■bore, aad was suddeiily struck with the awful sight of n Tesael 

iiidenngu|ioa the rocky coast. Tlic wrecked vessel, which diaap- 

ired in one moment, was seen no more, and thus passengers aad 

\m fouod an untimely grave in the water, with the e.Tceptioo of an 

ly one, who escaped the general destruction by laying hold of a 

ink, to whicli he clung with the energy of despair; tossed about 

CTery wave, he at last providentisUy gained the shore, and being 

qtrived of hia goods, nay, even of his clolh, which he threw off 

ender his swimming easier, he hid himself amongst the bushes 

he sea-shore. Succour, however, was near at hand, more 

1 hii fondest hopes could anticipate. It being the time when 

Jews who iiTed in that province, were on their pilgrimage to 

erusaiem, to appear before the Lord in the sacred temple, n 

relling caravan passed by the spot where the shipwrecked 

nnger was, lie, in a moving voice, solicited their sympathy 

nd aid. " 1 am an unfortunate shipwrecked stranger, the sole 

irvivor of the pnaaengers and crew of an ill-fated vessel, that 

1 a prey to the waves. Have pity on me, I am your hro- 

1 am a descendant of Esau, the brother of yonr ancestor 

icon.'' The caravan, however, were cruel enough to turn a 

!Kf ear to his entreaties, and to leaTc him to the mercy of his 

te. He, however, perceived among the multitude the venerable grey-headed Rabbi Elazar ben Shamuah, whose benign counte- 

nceioapred him with confidence. "Venerable Itabbi! I perceive in thee one who ranks high among thy nation for learning 

id dignity. Be not less humane than thou art learned. Have pity on me/or Autninii7y'8«aX'«. I have lost all that I had, lam 

died and famished. Deign lo give me anything wherewith I could cover my naked body, and satisfy the cravings of my hunger." 

D iDoner had the illuatrioua Rabbi heard the heart-rending address of the unknoten sufferer, than he divested himself of one of 

B own garments, gave it to the stranger, took him home to his own house, fed and comforted him, asd treated him with marked 

■tinclion. When he had sufficiently recovered his strength, hesent him away, accompanied him fourteen miles, volunteered him 

parse of two hundred deuara, and provided him with the means to be enabled to arrive safely nl his own home. 

Some time after this occurrence, the emperor died, and was succeeded by our shipwrecked stranger, he, remembering the 

eatmenthehadreceivedl'rom the handaof the Jews, decreed that all the Jewish males should be handed over to the sword, and the 

males to slavery. This decree fell like a thunderbolt apnn the Jews ; they deputed the learned Itabbi Elazar to intercede in 

leir behalf with the emperor, and to induce him to revoke the cruel manda'te, which inflicted death upon the males, and shame 

nd slavery upon the women. To secure him a favourable reception at court, they furnished him with four thousand denars, 

appease the emperor's wrath. Thus provided with every means, and strong in ihe faith of Him, who is the guardian of 

rael, and "who directs the heart of kings and princes," he set out for the metropolis, and placed himself, on hia arrival, at the 

te of the imperial palace, asking the chamberlain to procure him an admiasion to the presence of the emperor, and to inform 

m that an aged man wished to do homage to his sovereign. His request was granted. He was thus nshered into the presence 

the eraperor, who at once recognising in the old venerable Jew hia preserver and benefactor, rose from his throne, paid oheisanee 

id' received him with that vet.eralion and benignity old age commanded, and genuine gratitude dictated, "\\'hat business has 

xongbt Ihee here ?" enquired the once friendless stranger, but now adorned with the imperial diadem, " it rauat be a matter of im- 

orUuce that can induce thee at thy feeble age, to underuke such a perilous Journey ?" "Itia business of imiwrtance that brings 

i«to thy Majesty's feel;" rejoined the Rabbi, " I am a messenger of peace ; I am on the brink of the grave, and have nothing 

( ulc for myself. But for ray unfortunate people, who have incurred thy just displeasure, and whom thou hast doomed lo 

le aword, slavery, and disgrace, I am come to implore thy clemency. Be gracious, my liege, be just to thyself." " I wdl 

Mpond to thy appeal," rejoined the emperor, "but before 1 pronounce the royal word of grace, answer me a question?" 

Aak, my lord and master," answered the Rabbi. "Are the injunctions contained in your Torah, law, emanating from the 

^vine Law-giver. indiBuenaably binding?" " They are." " Then your law teaches, Thouabalt not ablioran Edomite,for he is thy 

Bt>tfaer. Thy people, in defiance of this precept, left me, their brother, when poor and helplesa, without succour. They have 

:en the law, and arc, therefore, guilty of deatJi. The sentence I prqnounced against them is In accordance with your own 

" " True, my lord, and I plead guilty for my clients, but let clemency, thy royal prerogative, prevail over stern justice, and 

{rant mercy for thine own sake." "But," answered tlie emperor, "the laws of the country demand of whomsoever appears as 

I petitioner at court, to offer a present lo the crown." "Your petitioners send, through me, four thousand denars, which thou 

*ilt deign to accept." "Thy petition is granted, my venerable preserver, for thine own sake, who hast preservedmylife, I will 

Spare thy people, the four thousand denars accept from rae in return for the two hundred thou hast given me. Accept likewise 

,4tf several imperial robes, which thou mayest preserve as a remembrance of thy humanity, when thou didst divest thyself of 

thine own garments to cover the naked stranger. Depart in peace."— (^''^'''''^ Rabboth on thia verse.) 

2, "Give a portion lo seven and also to eight; for thou knoweat not what evil aball be upon the earth." 

Solomon impresses upon those on whom God has bestowed affluence, and a feeling heart for the wanta of others, not to be 

illiberal in the distribution of their charity. Make not a few favoured poor the recipients of jour alma, and refuse it to others, 

vho may be alike destitute and needy, and whose claims on your sympathy are likewise founded on humanity. Divide your 
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charity between your poor brethren, who seek relief ; give each 
of ibem a share of your bounty. "Give a portion to leven." 
Apportion it equitably between any number that may apply for 
Bsaistance, "for Ibou knowest not wbnt evil can be upon the 
earth." The wheel of foriune may, in the course of events, take 
a different tarn, and he who once solicited thy charity may oc- 
cupy a more favourable position in Lfe than thyself, and who, in 
his turn, has become rich, will remember thy gift, that has pcr- 
a once rescued him from starvation. The words "seven," 
"eight," may also indicate the seven days of the week, and 
to the commencement of the ensuing, in which we are always in 
duty bound to give charity. 

3, " If the clouds be full of rmn, they empty themselves upon 
he earth, and if the tree fall toward the south or toward the 
north, in the place where the tree falleth there it shall be." 

To those whom God had blessed with riches, let no poor apply 
:n vain. Imitate nature which spends its gifts sponlaueoualy 
lud abundantly without distinctiDn. " If the clouds be fnll of 
rain, they empty themselves upon the earth." The rain which 
invigorates and fertilises the earth pours down in all places, and 
even upon that rich and productive soil that does not require the 
invigorating influence of the rain. "Andif the tree fall toward the 
south or toward the north, in the place where the tree falleth 
there it shall be," That tree which, according to its nature, 
would only thrive in a southern or northern situation, where its 
ta are sufficiently supplied with the natural moisture from the 
ground necessary for its existence, and where a auperfluily of 
water would only produce a speedy decay and cause it to fall to 
the ground, yet nature, heedless of a trifling damage to one spe- 
cies of vegetation, sends the fertilising rain indiscriminately upon 
the whole track of land. Thus, though we are sometimes im- 
posed upon by many who do not deserve our compassion, we 
are still bound to open our hand to all who claim our charity. 

I, " He that observeth the wind shall not sow i and he that 
regardeth the clouds shall not reap." 

Charity is, indeed, a heavenly messenger, that gives with an 
ample hand and a sympathising heart, — unbiassed by prejudice, 
ever ready to mitigate suffering, where it finds it, and to lend a 
helping hand to those who are in want. The truly charitable 
fill never ask those who solicit aid, " Are you a deserving object 
if the benevolence you demand?" He will never presume to 
judge from appearance the worthiness or worthlessness of the 
supplicant. ^ henever he meets with distress, his hand will ever 
be ready to reheve human sufferings, for were we to make in- 
vestigation into every claim of the poor, before ameliorating their 
wretched condition, many cases of distress would remain unre- 
lieved, inasmuch as we arc sure to fail in arriving at the truth of 

r research. Those hesitnlors are aptly compared to one who 
neglects to sow or reap, because he observes that the winds or 
some black-looking cloud might turn out unfavorable, and 
destroy bis labour. Sow the good seed in a well manured soil, 
and leave the result in the handa of Him who disposes of every- 
thing for the best. 

5, C, " As thou knowest not which is the way of the spirit, not 

)w the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child, 
even so thou knowest not the work of God, who maketh all. In 
the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine 
hand, for thou knowest not which ^hall prosper, either this 
or that, or (hey both shall be alike good." 

Acta of charity, continues the preacher, must not be limited 
vithin the narrow compass of worldly calculation, but man ought 
o be benevolent to the utmost extent of his means, and respond 
cheerfully to the calls of humanity, even if his charity can onlj 
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■Sbrd momentary relief. We ought not refase the poor man 
who implores our assistance in uie evening, because we have 
already assisted another poor man in the morning. We ought 
not to screen oureelves under the plea. How are we to ascertain 
whether the poor are deserviog our charity ? " For thou knowest 
not which of the two is the impostor? both may be alike good. 
For as thou knowest not which is the way of the wind, nor how 
the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child, even so 
thou knowest not the work of Qod, who maketh all." His ways 
are inscrutable. He who has made one rich is also the father of 
the poor, "for he has made all." Hence we are to give of our 
affluence to him who is alike the child of that father, though less 
fortunate. Let him haTc a humble share of your abundance ; 
let every one who is necessitous be a welcome partaker of charity, 
and your reward is sure to be given to you by the Disposer of idl 
good, as sang by the inspired Psalmist, (Psalm cxii. 9) : "He 
has dispersed, he has given to the poor, his righteousness en- 
dureth for ever, his horn shall be exalted with honour." 
Solomon likewise praises the merit of the beuevolent bv saying, 
(Prov. lii. 17): " He that bath pity upon the poor leuaeth unto 
the Lord, that which he bath given shall he pay him again." 
The divine lawgiver, Moaes, enjoins us to regulate our acts of 
charity, fDeut. sv. 10) i "Thou shalt surely give him even a 
hundred times." Tbe same divine law as taught by the first and 
father of the prophets, wrh Ukewise emphatically taught by the 
last of the prophets, who said, (Malachi iii. 10) : "Bring ye all 
the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in my 
house, and prove me now herewith, enith the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open you tbe windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there aliall not be room enough to receive it." 

7, B, " Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for 
the eyes to behold the aun. But if a man live many years, and 
rejoice in them all ; yet let him remember the days of darkness, 
for they shall be manv. All that cometb is vanity." 

Solomon treating here on youth and adolescency, aptly com- 
pares that period in man's life in its buoyancy of spirit and plia- 
bility both of mind and body, to " the lu^ht which ia sweet, and 
to the sun which is a pleasant thing for the eyes to behold." In 
the spring of life man generally gives himself np to the pleasures 
and enjoyments the world affords. But he ought to remember, 
Mys the royal author, that this life wilh all its gaieties, is tran- 
■lent, and that a dissipated youth will greatly impede the pro- 
gress of more rational pleasures of a riper age, where experience 
uid a clear judgment disdain sensual gratifications. For when 
we have passed the meridian of hfe, we dehght only in those 
joya which refine the mjnd and elevate the soul. As onr sages 
express themselves ; " Happy is the man whose early reminis- 
cences and the retrospective view of his youth do not put to the 
blush his advanced age. For if a man live many years, and re- 
joice in them all, yet let him remember the days of darkness, for 
they shall be many. All that Cometh is vanity." When man 
baa passed the prime of life, and has arrived at that age where 
the tUBceptibihty of the senses begin to abate, worldly delights 
ippear to have lost for him their alluring charms, and he can no 
longer mix with the cay. It is then that he ought still to re- 
member the days of darkness, where no terrestrial luminary will 
■hine on bis ways, end where the inmost light of his soul will be 
the only polar star to guide him to immortality. 

9, " Rejoice, young men, in thy childhood, and let thy heart 
cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and wallc in the ways of 
thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes, but know thou, that 
for all these things, God will bring thee into judgment." 

Bejoice, O youthl in thy childhood. TtLke pleasure in the 
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earliest dayi of thine iuDocent existence, baituate thyself to a 
Tirtuoua and pare life from the earliest childhood. Although the 
mind haa not attained that maturity and diacrimiaalioa necessary 
to distinguish between right aud wrong ;— yet Ut those innate 
virtues spontaneously taught by nnture, — aa for instance to love 
God with all our heart and soul, to honour our parents and to 
live in harmony with all our neighbours, — become the coutinuul 
practice of our youthful days. And having tliua grown up to the 
period of life when adoleBcency verges t«warda manhood, in 
accustoming ourselves to the practice of many onoroua and 
arduous duties, we will be enabled to renounce with heroic self- 
denial every selfish consideration, and use both our bodily and 
spiritual faculties to the fulfilment of our social, domestic, reli- 
gious, and moral obligations. But even at that period of life, 
" walk also in the ways of thine heart," which has been used to 
confine its desires to two heads — the one physical, directed to- 
wards the attainiuent of bodily austeuanee ; and the other 
spiritual, aspiring for such imperishable treasures which benetit 
the immortal sotU, and " walk likewise," continues the moralist, 
" in the sight of thine eyes," which, seeing the rigbteotis pursu- 
ing unfliuchingly the rough and tliomy path of virtue and recti- 
tude, he then inspired with a holy seal to emulate their example, 
which leads to a life of pnrity and godliness. " Bnt," continues 
the preacher, "in neglecting the days of our youth, and in 
aboaing the gifts vouchsafed by God, know that for all this God 
will bring thee into judgment." 

10, "Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away 
evil from thy flesh, for childhood and youth are vanities." 

The author now prnceeda to impress upon the mind of those 
who have accustomed themselves from their youth to lead a 
chaste and pure life, and who have avoided the gratification of those 
sensual desires which, when indulged in, dissipate the strength 
and conatunc the marrow of manhood ; that they are like- 
wise to " remove sorrow from their heart, and put away evil 
from their Ursh." He exhorts them to avoid envy and dissipa* 
tion, which destroy Hfe in its bloom, and only tend to bring to 
an untimely grave ; and men, to their own grief, alas ! will per- 
ceive, when too late, that " childhood and youth " have been 
spent in vanity and profitableness." 

XII. 1, "Bememberuow thyCreatorin thedaysof thyyonth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh when thou 
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them." 

" Remember thy creator in the days of thy youth," while thou 
art yet in full vigour of Ufe, and remember likewise that life 
itself, with all its blessinga, is the gift of Him, who is thy sup- 
porter on earth, and thy judge hereafter. This salutary reflection 
18 sure to keep man constantly on his guard, and debar him from 
unning against the will and commandments of God. The Mi- 
drash Rabah elucidates this verse in the following manner, 
roborating it with a moral sentence of Rabbi Akaleyah hen 
Mahallael, " Ponder on three things." says the sage, "and thou 
wilt not be led to the commission of sin : consider from whence 
thou comest, aud whither thon goest, and in whose presence thi 
in future must render account in judgment. From whence 
comest thou? from a foetid drop: and whither art thou going? 
to a place of dust, worms, and insects ; and in whose prcseuce 
art thon in future to render an account in judgment! even before 
the Holy Supreme King of kings, the sacred blessed Being. In 
analyzing the phraseology of the first sentence, " Remember thy 
Creator," which Solomon uses here in preference to the more 
general admonitions, as "serve thy creator," or "observe the 
commandments of thy creator," the Midrasb infers that the ex- 
pression Tjnia nit "Oil, " remember thy Creator," contains a 
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deeper meaning than it appeare, at a mere cnraoiy reafUog. No 
one. Bay our aagcs, ^t'ced merely with a common abare of reflec- 
tioo, can ever forget Ilia Maker ; wberever he tnrna, nature wilt 
call to his miad nature's God. Bvery incident, be it ever ao 
alight, indicates the all-powerful, though innsible hand of God, 
that guides the universe, from ihe smallest BU>m to the greatest 
Buti. It is most peculiar that the doctriuea of the above men- 
tioned Rabbi Akdeyafa, are fully conveyed in the plirase UK 11311 
linia, " lUmember ihy Creator." For the word "I'Kiia may he 
explained in a threefold manner, *itt3 means "well," alluding to 
maa* a origin ; 113 n " pit," intimating the grave; and finally. 
mi3, the '■ Creator," before whom we are compelled to render 
an account of all our actioDs. Heuce the beautiful and moat salu- 
tary momi : Remember thy origin ! thy place of repose after 
death ! and Him who created tliee. Such soul-stirriug contem- 
plations of man's origin, cannot fail to subdue his pride and 
arrogance. The thought of deafh, which lays low. and levels all 
alike, and the jrnre, where the king and the beggar will become 
food for tl\e worms, will leach him humility and brotherly love, 
and impress upon him true piety, to remember and aerve God 
with a pure heart and soul. Thus habituated to devote our youth 
to the true worship of God, we shall be relieved from the heart- 
reudiug contemplation of being compelled to exclaim: "the days 
liare arrived, in which we delight no more." 

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, " While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or 
the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds returu after the rain," 
&c., &c. 

Having in the preceding verse spoken of " the evil days, and 
the frailty of men in general," he now enumerates, also in alle- 
gorical figures, from the 2nd to the 7th verse, the various ailments 
and diseases the human body especially, and every individual 
member in particular, is subject to ; and having clearly demon- 
strated that the human frame, like everything eUe, being of an 
earthly origin, gradually decays, and returns to its primitive state, 
he proceeds (o say : " but the spirit shall return unto God, who 
gave it." The soul, that daughter of heaven, the never-dying 
celestial spark, emanating from the great spirit that pervadea the 
whole universe, soars upwards on the wings of immortality, to 
her origin there, to render sccount before aud receive judgment 
at the throne of the Almighty. Solomon gives, in this verse, 
the unequivocal, dcciaive proof of bis firm belief in the immor- 
tality of the soul; which belief was. by the primitive professors 
of Judaism, handed down as an heir-loom to their posterity, 
which they, in their turn, bequeathed to their children, from 
generaiiou lo generation. 

8. " Vanity of vanitiea," says the preacher, " ell is vanity." 
The tliree following verses seem to have been written by some 

vise men, who were contemporary with, and attending on Solo- 
mon, as I have nir.-'ady premised in the exordiamof my commen* 
lary. The chroniclers of these verses, casting a retrospective 
glance at the corresponding sentence, at the beginning of the 
iiook, say that Solomon, having by his philosophical researches, 
arrived at the conclusion, that everything created is periahable 
and transitory, and that man. the master-piece and lord of the 
creation, is no less exempted from the frailties and vanities 
of this nature than the vilest worm, and most emphatically 
exclaim : " Vanity of vanities," aaitli the preacher, "all is 
vanity.- • 

9, "And, moreover, becauie the preacher was wise, be atill 
taught the people knowledge ; yea, Le gave good heed, aud 
sought out aud set in order many proverbs." 

Solomou, who, by bis philosophical aud metaphysical inqui 
rica, had acquired knowledge and wisdom above all other nieo, 
taught the people such knowledge, provided for them such sacred 
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TOW? D'TST 'J 15K iiainc D'D'n Dni« ii h-iv noi nmDinn 
: Kon nit?i6 nittni na niy ^'? c ttW dibtd tonn 

ni'ni iittni coKn ■jS'nn-N^ ib'm ny "'"^"^"■''''"3 
'TOE' w^ Dva ! um7\ -inx n'3jn "om D'a^om 
iKiya '3 ni:nt:n i'?d3i '7'nn 'E'jn imynm r^iTi 
hw2 pic2 □'nSi TUDi : m3"iN3 mxnn Ds-ni 
: Tcn niJn-'jJ inty'i ■iiB:in h\\h Dip'i njncn Vip 
hints^ nptrn |*n:m yn^ D^nnnni ixn" nxia D3 
ifiSiy n'3^N Dixn i'?rr'3 n:v3Nn ism 3jnn 
c|D3n '?3n pm'"K'7 ie^n tj? : onsiDn pic'a n^Di 

niBTi ni-m n'ne'a pi*n-'?y isyn 3Eri : inn-^ 

•D' mm 'BT<pn mo iici<n3 Sb inoDn hiji nvrhv n3n 
Ttiiwi on3 p mstntp ii? inio ov ly oiKn nc'rini njptn 
D'3in3 nwz DTB 3*nKi cn3 vno imo SxB"t? ona vbi 'S y» 
(1133 "incii SeT3 "i"n inupta o"ik3 iki3"C nisn nijniKD i*]y i5k 
311133 a-nm yaD3 inoana n*?* man npip iy 1^31 (pD mxn 
^ aiEin nnm idk mn'?((n nD3n3 inyri inD3n3 T3n 'U'aE'n 
inni? m(*n nio ihk B-Bsn n-»ts'n3 nan'? nsns te-k D'n^nn 
^^^n♦ i:ixi nit?v^ 'la Diwa nniit tnic mil* '3a5 ;i3Pm in 
laio Nini C3i»'5 DK TacS ok r;ij3 nn-ns-a n't?yo3 nni« pi 
iDon nun nDBjra noiKc e'DJn rnKsna neian nipwon maD n]3 
D'DiDiS'Dn Sn] naT nixitj (iioiVbh -i'V no i'3N loy t^wn 
mun bsD D3n'i sman v*?;j -o*) noan n-Ein 13 ijijip D'-noKn 
nana dki n3n: nev D'n'wn *»« 316^1 ninni 3in3n nt3 cd 
moDSi loy B'Djn niomoBJi »iiin niD't?3 toke' nDianiiiDi^'Dn 
O'n'wn "w na B" nnrn no aicn nnni D'tsann Sns noKC mo 
njn n':iia nrai nncBJi «i"n oy nnis naa ten eiiDi^'on nn "d^ 
mo Kn?:n ni3'n3 'naiNn naai mana I'ow'e- 'd bi «iiD)i>"Dn 
: 'iji D'{*'3:n pi minn p i?D:n niKPn ;'3jia TtPiB* 

: '?3n "jDn nbnipn "ion n^'^an "^n "n 

'131 nSnp n'nt* invi 'iJi o-'^an bn D'3in3 :*n iS« nys^ nttlJ 
vnc vaan oniK noK 'i3i von 'nan ((Ko!i nSnp t?p3i 
1133 noana noiK (tint? no D'amsi ijdo onoiSi DimiiP io» 
voan nSnp '3K none 3" pios ny nsDn n^nnos- Vyb 'nnamp 
TCTta onitt noK voan rin o'aina 3'n i'?k a': loco nniit itdk 
nED3 rhr\p tdkb- no nnn Kin •» ainan ni fiTOi I'aon nuT 
ca^nDBSi D'ln □nE' tracn nnn n"'i?n Knat? no "a'jy ba m 
nunan np'y mna' inio Di' ny ini-ni oixn wy ^a D'^cni 
i'D3n ncK mh\ idd3i no n'trtti D'att'TDa nyni nosn n E"t? 
K-iaJC no Sa Kini D'V3n bn nr mao n':nna now^ inr nny 
njni DiKna nni' ntfon ^30 nnaj -p j'Ki "jan Szt\ vrx>r\ nnn 
; noDJi no Kin 
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A COMUENTA&Y ON ECCLESIASTES. ( 

hiiildings, M were condnciTe to their bnppinets and welfare j bat 
iu matters of metaphjaica, that vaa above the compreheiiaioa of 
the mass, he spake only in painibleB ajid allegories, some of which 
are still preserved aa treasures of by-gone days, and aocieat wis- 
dom. As it is recorded, (I Kings, ir. 32) "And be spake three 
thousand parables, and bis songs were a thousand ana five." 

10, "The preacher sought to find out acceptable words, and 
thai which was written was upright, even words of truth." 

Hia researches extended from the visible to the invisible re- 
gions, he sought to penetrate into many secrets, and to lift the 
veil which envelopes the future, and a hereafter. He tried to 
behold with a spiritual eye, the reward of the just, and the punish- 
ment of the unjust, in a future life. He likewise explained by 
his wisdom many dark passages in the scripture, and in the word 
of truth, by the oral law which was revealed to Moses on Sinai, 
and was delivered by him to his successors, in its twofold form, 
down to our present time, as said in the succeeding verse, " they 
were given from one shepherd," alluding to Moses. 

1 1, " The words of the wise are as goods, and as nails fastened 
liy the masters of assemblies, which are given from our shep- 

The law, in its twofold form— oral and revealed — is binding ; 
and incumbent upon every Israelite, to observe it in its true 
spirit, and without equivocation. The disputes we meet with in 
the Talmud are based on passages in tbe bible, the singular 
wording of which leaves full scope to a variety of opinins which 
by argumentative disputations tend towards arriving at the true 
meaning of a dark and indefinite sentence, sometimes based on 
single words, aud often on single letters. We must therefore scru- 
pulously obey the injunctions laid down in the law of tradition, 
which (fispute and ditlcrence of opinion is generally decided by 
majority or by tradition, without turning to the right or left, for 
" the words of the wise are as goods, and as nails fastened by 
the masters of assemblies," like the reins which leads tbe animal 
on a Gtraiglit course, so ought tradition handed from our Pro- 
phets to David and his tribunal, to be our guide in explaining the 
various unintelligible passages of the revealed law, " These tra- 
ditional doctrines," aaya the wise king, "are as nuls fastened" by 
tbe mastera of the assembly, who have collected tbe traditions. 
Tbe words of those wise men,who with scrupulous truth collected 
all the laws, rules, and definitions verbally transmitted from the 
month of Moses are immovable, like " nails fastened !" It is im- 
perative on us to adhere to their decisions with unreserved obedi- 
ence "for they arc given from one shepherd." 

For so Moses, " the man of God," enjoined us to place implicit 
reliance in the decision of the ecclesiastical tribunals of tbe time 
being. " If there arise a matter too hard for Ihee in judgment, 
being matters of controversy within thy gates, then shalt thou 
arise and get ihec up into tbe place which the Lord thy God 
shall choose. And thou shall come unto the priesta, the Levites, 
and unto tbe judge, that shall beiu those days, and inquire, and 
they shall shew ihee the sentence of judgment." (Deut. ivii. 
H~U.) According to the sentence of the law, which they shall 
teaeh thee, and according to the judgment which they shall tell 
thee, thou shalt do ; thou shalt not decline from the sentence, 
which they shall shew thee, to the right nor to the left." {Com- 
pare Exodus, xxtii. 2). 

12, "And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of pur- 
chasing many hooks there is no end, and much study is a weari- 
ness of fle»h." 

Having in the previous verse, admonished to obedience, and as 
a matter of course, to the study of the revealed and oral law, he 
continues to say: "Beyond Uiese, my son, be admonished," 



Dyn-rw nyno^ Tip n^n rhnp htib' ini •» 

San 03n'\ idvuV nan nSnp tvtvp no invi vSv xnzn now <^ 
nnno ni'n'? tfy-nvi a'yKin -pni nh\sr\ b "w i^oi m«n 
3TID rhr-p I'mn nt rfoK onon'rai 'vnn 'ddjii nanon 'aiiva 
n'2 ('jni iSe» (tasn 'ic jipni I'nu'no "j'w Ss ji3"o nciy moan 
cnm noiv n'*BKi i2i ^3 Sy D"3iODn ont^n b [ipni enpDfi 
Dvn Sab P'OCTC \tv.i rnivDi vnpn -nixh 'n rwm nsn ny!? 
inKnaa mbcnoa inoana ipni -nvshn vat cn'iixa iDn» 
DniK ipn DHD yrc nni naants nEraai n't'Sia npyos "p^n* 
aniK pn'rnS dk n d'3-i3 nnix yy-\Y^ rxt' u«xi o-Woa 
: " 'B'Kp '« D'sba "ysro u'ih» nihfff i3T1 nf-oa D'Wia | 

: ni»{ '121 IB" ainai j'sn-'-o-i nxs"? n^np epn ■ 

ij"m yen nai intiana ksdV i-iWip fpa iV3 I'can y^^ 
Kini ninS nxen n'jnn roc'sni? nnnnn nvnSRn ntnn 
inijmn cjipn a-ii onn'o -inx'? Cf-vh pBvn "jnnn -Qpn ya 
"lann nn n"na mne-a onifiD nSnp jn'^ onn'D init d'Pp^ 
m'S na noam "^at? nlp^l nz u b" kS 'n mnira noinn Diwi 
■W" aina vvh inDana rhrp rpa a'ji 'n ttinra 'jnnrr Tat m 
n-niTO 'DjfD jit'? B'pa 'j'oo n^cn njnw anaac min vt*rw 
mm K'ns? noK nan kxd nr Sa t?p3L"ai mina i^iru hS» 
Sap n'jn 'cn'oi rrovDi minn 'b-itb D'oan iSapt? 'bt)3B» 
K'ajS tsmwDi t:Dic6 ps'irroi imn-S niDoi >3'Dd n'T?fiD n»""iD 
le^ri n'jni minn 'citb iSap -in thk in coanS B'3:di 
pvin Sin nottn Sui jnn Sy D'jifKnnD onSapo K-io3m natron 
minn fn'B cuajriD i:n n'ai vzw. nn nSap nSnp nsTBOi 
I'«c new nan en iSk -io« 'DTtas' min cwnpac cm trj'Ti 
: Skdc"! I'D' onSapiai annaTO 
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: nnx npa i:n: msDN 

•a« m Vapn? no 'H'Kii 'mpnc -\n» ainan nta nny tIjh 
Sapc nu-TO iy D'n^ajno n-jni minn 'cn'B iSc Tai 
'3 nn'-iaT -inx m imnS i>k 'D-yaa' min nsTpac K'ni n'-rno 
nSapo 'moSt? dictd a'X'i nos n'trno nSapn mma onTc 
'B'uap mma icn'sf noi mina DEni'D un n-ai 'att nn 
.ToSnS mt?n ns cningo -iitrri n« na'SiDC nuiana zuvan 
inx nSnS D'nine-s men ik niE-n laS' vhv na mt" Tna 
j-iK D'3nnD 'B")f3i? mina o'oan nan ^^ nc^nn on-DBO) 
niT' Tna I'jiixts D"pSi n'-cn ntt niasJS mc" nna Sirw" 
D« "iDN'i znvi nm -iviy d«i n'noKn cnSap "D3 pnxi now 
ttinp 'BTiaB* mm luri? D'oann noS n"mo nSap "DTfat? mm 
niS S'PD mi TDHD nt Tno nnwi -idin nns npiSnoa ninSnii 
D'DDKnot? D'oann iSn niaott 'Sva oifitsa nncooa tdk 
niSa o'lnrntp nnoDoa nnnan 'B'yat? mm iwi nnu nnaiya 
Dnnai Sac* diet: a'S'i noit Drrnan ^D jKaSi jtsaS □■» djwp 
n«n nnwcai vmna Sa njmn n'-rn ttint;' in« nyno una 
ainan bhbS nxn nt onosn ano nt ntinn Sk idik nti -pno m 
c-ibS a'3 nvii nti imt:! (tnS'oS unS'o 'mm mvi Snu 'M 
*B3 Bnsn" aman m'B iBBsn'u-a Sax loitti invn 'Ba ainan 
mcB maSna |nn it^'i nt loa i« nt loa ik DnaB- o-ann nm 
nSaon moSa dSibSbi onoanap' n"rni anvo cann nyi'-nji 
nnae- c-ain 'B'W pDBn nrSnni pn n'jn nyioo iSapp 
kSi nijnS D'sn nn« n'nn kS r-a 'B"K5 niDC tnma nt ansi 
tj'3i 'inn n'nn «'? ipitbi nonS D'ai 'thk ncsS an Sy n;yn 
npiSntsa an Sy njvn kSi niyn^ nil D'K3jn nSapa onBiae" 
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J meaning, beyoad the books conUining the Uv of revelatioii and 
tiaditioQ ; be cantious ns to the selection of other books, which, 
'by their atheistical Bophisms, exert all their sparioos ingenuil^ 
to deny the existence of God, and the immortjttity of the sonf. 
Soch is " weariness of flesh," and deBtruction of sooL 

13, " Let OB have the coacluBioa of the whole matter: Fear 
God, and keep His comraaQdmenU : for this is the whole daty 
of man." 

This verse forms the quintescence of all his [diiloBOphical re- 
■earches, Solomon, therefore, says; "The conclusion which I 
K.*nved at is : Fear God, aod keep HJa commandments, for snch 
is the whole duty of man." Erery action of man must be in 
accordance with the laws of Qod, and thus we are sure to lead a 
life of purity and godliness on earth, which renders Ds worthy of 
entering a life of eternal bliss and felicity hereafter. 

14, "For God shall bring every woric into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be bad." 

Man's proceedings duringhiaearthly pilgrimage, whether good 
evil, says the preacher, are sore to testify for or a^aingt him, 
. that great day of judgment, when man vrill be called to ac- 
eoont for all his deeds. Nay, even every hidden thought is 
nvealed to Him, to whom "darkness is not hidden, but night 
I sheweth as day, darkness as light," and who gives to every one 
I according to his deeds, and according to the good meditation of 
I his heart. For man can only judge by that which he sees or 
I hears, but the Omniscient Judge wno penetrates our hearts and 
j thoughts, calls into judgment for every secret thing, whether 
evil or good. 

The admoaition of the preceding verse will, therefore, be the 
more taken to heart as the fear of God. &c., a pious and virtuous 
life will be the only safeguard to conduct us to the termination 
of our earthly life, into the presence of the Almighty Judge, 
where there is " fulness of joy, and in whose right hand there 
ue pleasures for evermore," 
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o'TDwn nsT tWj D"nci«a nnnmo noaS k3 nriKi O'oann 
i>i\ n'nDKn onbt>3 mc-n onim Dnsann npm nnw kSk 
: ntatn ;ni ntmn opitoS orDsm nyi"? Dneian njn rnao ncanS 

yp i»R nmn Dneo niEV vin *» nann nm =■• 

an^nt? mws iAk vd* Sa nip' k^ dtk^ nnv^ iw ^^ 
nono in'i tdk 'CT3t? mm anv on^npi nissn nsnni 
O'onai noK^minn nn witw? niDiOK 'Spa D-onn naiir'm 
2's lew Dnnmoi nno yin D*3iV'n.n anDoo nipn kSi onbapD 
iOK'.y no en'D ^i wmni nmn D'tbd niM inin 'J3 iiiro 'm 
D'jiron onsD nwuS injn D'»n t6v D-jivn nnsiD nup>n nicv 
It:'!;:;' [nd t?' its^iy nK Knat? rrTiru nnois o'lnDiS'Dn bv 
njn'j □n'wmDDjrt t-»'Dioi^'D3 nsnnn^ j-pi'it n3"in cnsD 
on'O' Sai arivn aninz B'J'ono di-ni nunsn i':ii3 ni^3ciD3 
OKE-n nni m:n nini ciD'p dt3 fi^i n3wi inoi yvv pnS 
kSi n'no^ Km n'oori «in vm^n kitb' ^>^^(t m 'j'jn nnm 
nain jn^i ona td* l3({nB' oniK tnpni D'iis'nn onoD njpn 
inN'v n-nni nosn o'lnvf D'asnn op n3^^ jy^b n-nni? 
kS) D'n^K KT (tSi vy) H'V .Tnn ^K'3 nyr iS D':ix'nn cnEoa 
: ano noK -Qi oic it3 n'ry 

vnixamxi wn* D^n'^Nrrnx yoefi h:>ry ^an t^\a >- 
J dinh-Sd nr'3 iiOB' 

niKH nsna ipi? Kinc ms in'oann Sni nr nan onn ni3 
I'Jif i3n fiiD i?ni nivoni nsTn nnc oSiyn nib inK'aa 
53n onDDJi o"in 0^13 13 n-'^n ki3C 72\ vi-am mn oWn 
'niDwi of'ivn 'i'w ^a 'nosns 'nsn-i 'nbapf? no nbijmS yispa 
Kine* QiNn miT k^ cm TpT^i ''^n i^i^f ni 'noos ^n 03^ 
riKi tn' D'n^n ntt dm 'a oSijin mS inK'33 ntt^-iin -inzo 
TDKS?3 n^roi nn'cn de* nir onttn ^3 ni '3 -e\av rnivo 
nBTJJ iv"?!) lO'-cn iDK mxn ni '?iii nscTn K-ns mttn aman 
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